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Part A: Introduction  
 

1 Introduction  
 

1.1 Conservation areas comprise the 

accumulation of an areaõs positive architectural 

or historic attributes, rather than the quality of 

its individual buildings, which makes it worthy 

of conservation area status.  The attributes 

might include: the landscape setting of the 

area; the grouping of traditional buildings and 

the resultant spaces and sense of enclosure; 

the scale, design, type and materials of the 

buildings; historic boundaries; public realm; 

landmarks, views and vistas; and the present 

and former pattern of activities or land uses. 

 

1.2 Abergavenny is one of 31 designated 

conservation areas in the County of 

Monmouthshire. It was originally designated 

as a conservation area in the 1970õs and has 

had one revision of the boundary since this 

date.  This extension was made by the council 

in the 1990s and approved by Council in 2003.  

 

1.3 The Abergavenny Conservation Area 

Appraisal and Management Proposals are seen 

as the first steps in a dynamic process, the aim 

of which is to preserve and enhance the 

character and appearance of the Abergavenny 

Conservation Area and to provide a basis for 

making sustainable decisions about its future 

management. 

 

1.4 Key study aims:  

 

Á Identify those elements of Abergavenny 

which contribute to its character  

Á Identify elements which detract from the 

character 

Á Propose measures to maintain or improve 

the positive character, local distinctiveness 

and sense of place of Abergavenny 

 

1.5 The framework for the study follows 

guidance set out in Circular 60/96: Planning 

and the Historic Environment: Archaeology 

and Circular 61/96: Planning and the historic 

environment: historic buildings and 

conservation areas and the latest draft 

guidance from Cadw; Conservation Principles, 

Policies and Guidance for the sustainable 

management of the historic environment in 

Wales, adopted March 2011. 

 

1.6 Please note that the Pen-Y-Fal 

conservation area comprising the former Joint 

Counties Lunatic Asylum and located to the 

north -east of the town centre does not form 

part of this appraisal  

 

 

Fig.1 

Abergavenny 

from Blorenge  
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2 Consultation  
 

2.1 A consultation event was undertaken in 

Abergavenny on 3rd November 2010. 

 

2.2 The purpose of this event was to obtain 

initial views from the local community on the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats to the conservation area.   

 

2.3 Participants were broadly asked to 

consider the following:  
 

Á Positive characteristics (i.e. strengths) of 

the conservation area that makes it special 

Á Negative aspects (i.e. weaknesses) of the 

conservation area that threaten its special 

character 

Á Areas or features within the conservation 

area that need to be improved or 

enhanced (i.e. opportunities within the 

conservation area) 

Á Areas or features within the conservation 

area under threat or at risk 

Á Whether the boundary of the conservation 

area is correctly drawn 

Á The use of additional powers available to 

the Councilõs Planning Department to 

control alterations to original features on 

housing in the conservation area, such as 

windows and doors (where this is not 

already controlled) 

 

2.4 Feedback from this initial consultation has 

been used by the study team in preparing the 

draft Conservation Area Appraisal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3 Planning Policy Context  
 

3.1 Section 69 1(a) and 2 of the Planning 

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 

1990 (ôthe Actõ) defines conservation areas as: 

 

òAreas of special architectural and historic 

interest, the character or appearance of which it 

is desirable to preserve or enhanceó 

 

3.2 In addition, the  Act puts particular 

emphasis on specific duties: 
 

òIt shall be the duty of the local authority from 

time to time to review the past exercise of 

functions under this section and to determine 

whether any parts or any further parts of their 

area should be designated as conservation 

areasêó 

 

3.3 This is reinforced by the guidance set out 

in Circular 60/96: Planning and the Historic 

Environment: Archaeology and Circular 61/96: 

Planning and the Historic Environment: Historic 

Buildings and Conservation Areas.  In particular, 

the local authority should from time to time, 

formulate and publish proposals for the 

preservation and enhancement of these 

conservation areas (management proposals).   

 

3.4 In order to undertake works of 

enhancement, the character of the 

conservation area needs to be clearly defined 

and understood (character appraisal).  

 

3.5 National planning policy is set out in 

Planning Policy Wales (PPW). PPW provides 

the overarching national strategic guidance 

with regard to land use planning matters in 

Wales. Conservation of the historic 

environment is set out in Chapter 6 of PPW. 

Policies relating to Listed Buildings, Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments, Archaeological Remains 

and Historic Parks and Gardens are contained 

in PPW unless locally distinct elements require 

further Local Development Plan policies.  PPW 

also sets out clear statements for development 

management in Conservation Areas.  

 

3.6 This Conservation Area Appraisal 

should be read in the context of the 

Monmouthshire County Council Local 
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Development Plan (LDP) which was adopted 

on 27 February 2014, covering the period 

2011-2021.  Strategic Policy S17 helps to meet 

LDP objectives to protect and enhance the 

historic and built environment by ensuring 

good design that enhances the character and 

identity of Monmouthshireõs settlements and 

respects the Countyõs distinctiveness. 

Conservation Area Appraisals can play a 

significant part in helping to meet such 

aspirations. The historic environment chapter 

is contained in pages 167-172 of the LDP. 

Policies HE1, HE2 and HE3 directly relate to 

conservation areas. 

 

3.7 The detailed criteria for assessing 

development proposals in Conservation Areas 

is set out in Policy HE1 and where appropriate 

aims to ensure the findings of the 

Conservation Area Appraisals are fully taken 

into account when considering development 

proposals. The Council will seek to preserve or 

enhance the special character or appearance 

of Conservation Areas in the assessment of 

Planning Applications. Policy HE2 relates 

specifically to the alterations of unlisted 

buildings in Conservation Areas to ensure that 

the conversion, alteration and extension of 

such buildings make a positive contribution to 

Conservation Areas. A number of detailed 

criteria relating specifically to the design of 

shop fronts in Conservation Areas are provided 

in Policy HE3. Policy HE3 seeks to maintain 

high standards of shop front design in 

Conservation Areas.     

 

3.8 A number of  additional studies carried 

out to support the LDP should be read in 

conjunction with the Conservation Area 

Appraisal. These include Landscape Capacity 

and Sensitivity Studies of the surroundings of 

Monmouthshireõs towns and villages, including 

those with conservation areas. Similarly, 

published studies on Accessible Natural 

Greenspace and Habitat Connectivity may also 

include information that needs to be taken 

into account in preparing development 

proposals in conservation areas. Relevant 

information is also contained in the 

Monmouthshire LANDMAP landscape 

character assessment. 

 

3.9 Draft Green Infrastructure 

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) has 

also been produced. This provides practical 

design and planning checklists along with 

good practice case studies. This SPG should be 

read in conjunction with the Conservation Area 

Appraisal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Additional Information : 

Monmouthshire Local Development Plan 

http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/planning 
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4 The Study Area  
 

 
Fig.2 Study Area  
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l Part B: Conservation Area Appraisal  

 
5 Location & Setting  
 

5.1 Located in the north of t he county, east of 

the border with Powys, Abergavenny has been 

known as the gateway to South Wales from 

Norman times and is still regarded as the 

gateway to the Brecon Beacons (Fig.2 &  

Fig.3). The town enjoys a magnificent setting 

nestling on a slight prom inence on the north 

bank of the River Usk where it exits from 

between the Black Mountains and Brecon 

Beacons National Park. The town is surrounded 

by seven hills: the Blorenge; the conical Sugar 

Loaf; the craggy Skirrid Fawr; the smaller 

Skirrid Fach; the rounded Deri; the Rholben 

and the Mynnydd Llanwenarth.  The three 

major hills can be seen in views throughout 

the town; the Skirrid to the north -east, the 

Blorenge to the south-west and the Sugar Loaf 

to the north -west (Fig.4 &  Fig.5).  

 

Refer to : 

Part D - Plan 1 Conservation Area Plan 

 

 
Fig.3 Abergavenny  Location  Plan 
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Fig.4 Plan showing the hills to Abergavenny identified in green contour  lines
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6 Historical Development & Archaeology  
 

 
Fig.5 Abergavenny, with a distant view of Ysgyryd Fawr (som etimes known as The Skirrid) (Hoare, 1801)

6.1 Historic Background  
 

6.1.1 Early occupation of the area around 

Abergavenny is recorded in later Mesolithic 

finds in Flannel Street and Neolithic pottery 

finds amongst Roman archaeology (Aldhouse-

Green & Howell, 2004). Positioned strategically 

on the confluence of the Usk and Gavenny 

rivers, Abergavenny was founded by the 

Romans. The first Roman settlement of c. A.D. 

55-60 was centred on the fort of Gobannium 

(the place of the ironsmiths) built to safeguard 

the road to Usk. The Roman fort lay on the 

ridge in the area of the Castle Street car park.  

Outside the fort was a civilian settlement which 

stretched northwards along what is now Monk 

Street as far as its junction with Lion Street. A 

cemetery is known to have existed around 

Bailey Park and Hereford Road. Roman 

occupation ended c.400 A.D.  

 

6.1.2 The Normans developed the town when 

Hameline de Balun built a motte-and-bailey 

castle stronghold soon after 1087. He later 

founded the Benedictine priory, the remain s of 

which, remodelled in the early 14th century, 

now form St Maryõs Priory church. Around 

1190 the castle was rebuilt in stone. The 

Norman town grew alongside the castle; both 

being subject to attacks that badly damaged 

the town in 1172, 1176 and 1276. In response 

to the continued threat of attack , construction 

of defences enclosing a larger ôDõ shaped area 

entered by four main gateways commenced in 

1241 and murage grants (taxes to pay for the 

construction or repair of town walls) were 

made in 1251, 1295-1301 and 1314-19, some 

of which went to pay for work on the castle.  

These grants suggest that the earlier defences 

were replaced in stone around the turn of the 

14th century.  The strategic importance of the 

town and its English ownership resulted in the 

town being sacked by Owain Glyndwr in 1404.  

The town was attacked again in 1646 by 

Fairfaxõs Parliamentarian forces during the Civil 

War, the defences being refurbished to protect 

the town but it fell to the Parliamentarian 

troops and the castle became a base for 

operations against Raglan castle.  After the 
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Civil War the defences of the castle and town 

were slighted to make them undefendable.  

 

6.1.3 After the dissolution of the monasteries 

in 1536-1540 St Maryõs Priory was converted 

into the parish church and in 1543 Henry VIII 

gave the town its royal charter and established 

the townõs grammar school in the disused 

medieval parish church of St John. A further 

charter was granted by Charles I in 1638. The 

powers included control of markets, fairs and 

the wool len trade. A third charter, under which 

the office of mayor was created, was granted 

in 1657 by Oliver Cromwell. The charters were 

subsequently lost when the burgesses of the 

town refused to swear allegiance to William 

and Mary in 1689. 

 

6.1.4 Abergavenny continued to prosper as a 

local market centre serving the agricultural 

populations surrounding the town and, 

through its position on important droving 

routes, benefitted from the increasing 

development of regional specialisation in 

agriculture and increasing demand for meat as 

living standards generally rose from the 17th 

century. The original market place south of 

Nevill Street was replaced by a purpose built 

market hall in Cross Street in 1620. Following 

demands for improved facilities, John Nash 

designed a new market hall which opened in 

1796. This too was replaced in 1870 by the 

present building which incorporated the 

covered market and town hall. The buildingõs 

clock was donated by local ironmaster 

Crawshay Bailey. Livestock markets were held 

in the main streets until the cricket ground was 

developed into a purpose built cattle market in 

1863.  

 

6.1.5 From the 18th century onwards, the coal 

and iron industries replaced the townõs small 

scale manufacturing and agrarian economy. 

The Brecon and Monmouthshire canal started 

in 1792 and the link to Brecon was opened in 

1812. The canal served the town from a wharf 

at Llanfoist. Tramroads across the hills linked 

the local ironworks to the canal network. The 

central position of Abergavenny, conveniently 

located near the major works, attracted many 

wealthy coal and iron masters to the town. The 

industrial revolution brought the railways and 

their construction provided employment for 

Abergavennyõs growing population. In 1854 

the Newport, Abergavenny and Hereford 

railway opened. In 1862 Abergavenny became 

the crossing point for this railway and the 

Merthyr, Tredegar and Abergavenny railway. 

The townõs three stations made it a busy 

railway junction. In 1899 a Charter of 

Incorporation was granted, making the town a 

municipal borough, which was divided into 

four wards. 

 

6.1.6 Today most of the townõs traditional 

industries have gone. One railway station 

remains, but the rail industry has gone. Still 

regarded as a busy market town, Abergavenny 

boasts weekly produce markets, flea markets, 

antique fairs, auctions and, each September, 

the award-winning Abergavenny Food Festival. 

Now regarded as the ôfood capitalõ of Wales, 

its farming roots are still evident.  
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6.2 Settlement Plan 

 

Fig.7 Simplified  map of the historic town (Abergavenny Local History Society)  

 

6.2.1 The plan of the town has its origins in a 

Norman settlement which grew up outside the 

gates of the castle along Castle Street 

although demolition of many histor ic 

properties in this part of the town in the 1970s, 

to be replaced by car parks and modern 

buildings, has obscured the origins of this part 

of the town.  The position of the priory, set on 

lower ground away from the castle and early 

core of the town is no table. 

 

6.2.2 Abergavenny underwent a period of 

expansion, possibly in the early 13th century (a 

period of new town foundation and 

enlargement of boroughs), with the 

development of High Street and Cross Street 

along which were regular property plots.  The 

area west of High Street and south of Nevill 

Street appears to have developed as later infill 

of the medieval market place, originally over-

looked by St Johnõs church.  This development 

may represent a shift in the economic centre 

of the towns from its ear ly core rather that just 

growth of the town.  The attacks on the town 

in the 13th century resulted in the construction 

of a stone town wall.  The line of this still 

survives in the alignment of property  

boundaries and elements of the wall itself 

survive in places marking the extent of the 

medieval town.  In addition to the walled area 

it is possible that a medieval suburb developed 

along Frogmore Street to the north -west of 

the town .  This area was certainly developed 

by the 17th century. 

 

6.2.3 The townõs 16th and 17th century 

industries were largely contained within its 

centre, with the exception of the tanning site 

at Mill Street to the south of the town.   With 

the industrial revolution the town expanded 

rapidly. Many of the houses within the town 

were rebuilt or re -fronted (their original 

facades altered and hidden behind a new 

frontage) between 1800 and 1830 due to new 

found prosperity and the efforts of the 

Improvement Commission. Victorian 

Abergavenny grew with new suburbs including 

the Grofield development to the west, a high -

class suburb off the Monmouth Road 

(including Fosterville Crescent) to the south-



 

Abergavenny  Conservation Area Appraisal & M anagement Proposals 15 

 

C
o

n
se

rv
a

tio
n
 A

re
a

 A
p

p
ra

is
a

l 

east and a new development in Pen-Y-Pound 

on the hillside north of the town which 

included churches, schools and villas. 

 

6.2.4 Bailey Park was laid out in 1884, funded 

by ironmaster Crawshay Bailey, to host public 

events and provide amenity space for the 

townõs growing population.  The Linda Vista 

Gardens, developed as the private garden of 

Linda Vista Villa in 1875, was not opened as a 

public park until 1957.  The grounds of The 

Hills retain elements of all the components of 

an early 19th-century miniature country estate 

and its rare walled garden with semi-circular 

projection dates to at least 1789.  All three 

gardens are on the Cadw Register of 

Landscapes, Parks and Gardens. 

 

6.2.5 In the later twentieth century the town 

grew with various piecemeal housing 

developments including Pegasus Court, Mill 

Street, Bailey Court, adjacent to Bailey Park 

and Plantagenet Court, below the castle. 

 

 

6.3 Key Histor ic Influences & 
Characteristics 
 

Á Strategic military significance of the site 

resulting in the construction of a Roman 

fort and Norman castle to control  access 

along the Usk Valley, the gateway between 

the mountains into South Wales 

Á Development of a Norman town to the 

west of the castle 

Á Expansion of the medieval town with 

regular, planned property plots bounded 

by cross and back lanes, serving as a local 

market centre 

Á Manufacturing of cloth, leather -working 

and wig-making 

Á Local coal and iron industries which 

brought prosperity to the town  

Á Importance as a railway junction, the town 

being served by three stations, resulting in 

population growth and development of 

Victorian suburbs beyond the medieval 

core. 

 

 

6.4 Archaeological Potential  
 

6.4.1 Abergavennyõs history as a Roman fort 

and settlement with later medieval castle and 

market town, together with the relatively low 

levels of modern development within the 

historic core, make the town an area of high 

archaeological importance.  The importance of 

the sites of the Roman fort, Norman castle and 

the monastic ranges to the south of the priory 

church is recognised by their designation as 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  The medieval 

bridge over the River Usk is also scheduled. 

Scheduled sites are regarded as being of 

national importance and as such there is a 

presumption against development that would 

cause physical damage to a monument or 

negatively impact on its setting.  

 
6.4.2 Additionally, the historic core of the 

town and the area along Frogmore Street 

beyond the line of the town wall is identified 

as an Area of Special Archaeological Sensitivity 

(ASAS), a non-statutory designation supported 

by national planning policy guidance , due to 

the potential for encountering archaeological 

remains relating to the Roman settlement, the 

medieval town and its defences.  Additionally, 

the historic buildings of the town are an 

important archaeological resource in their own 

right. Any proposed development within the 

ASAS will need to include appropriate 

measures to assess and, if necessary, protect 

or record the archaeological interest of the site 

or building. Advice from the Glamorgan -Gwent 

Archaeological Trust, the councilõs 

archaeological advisors, should be sought at 

an early stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to: 
Part D - Plan 2 Historical Plan 

Part D - Plan 3 Area of Special Archaeological 

Sensitivity 
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7 Spatial Analysis  
 

 
Fig.8 Cross St (looking north) leading to High St at the heart of the medieval core of the town  

 

7.1 Background 
 

7.1.1 Conservation areas are designated for 

their special character, but within the area 

there will be zones which are varied but 

contribute to the whole.  It is important to 

define these ôcharacter areasõ and provide a 

clear understanding of the defining elements 

making up the character of a particular part of 

the conservation area.  This leads to a more 

useful and comprehensive document in 

development control terms.  

 

7.1.2 Whilst individual character areas have 

been defined with a line (see Plan 6), adjacent 

areas will, in almost all cases, have a direct 

effect on the character of any defined sub-

area.  Character areas do not sit in isolation 

and when considering the impact of proposals 

on the character and/or appearance of a 

conservation area the character area and 

adjacent character areas and their wider 

setting (which may in some cases extend 

beyond the conservation area boundary) 

should be very carefully considered.  There are 

often cases where character areas will overlap 

giving these spaces added complexity and 

importance in terms of proposed changes. 

 

7.1.3 It should be noted that whilst eight 

character areas have been identified, it is also 

important to appreciate the cohesion to the 

whole conservation area, which should always 

be considered when addressing the character 

of the Abergavenny Conservation Area. 

 

7.1.4 For general guidance on the criteria used 

for assessing buildings making a particularly 

positive contribution to the conservation area, 

please refer to Appendix 1 . 

 

7.2 Overview  
 

7.2.1 Abergavenny Conservation Area 

comprises the historic core town centre, 

Victorian/Edwardian Monmouth Road 

entrance, the 19th century high density 

development of Grofield, Pen-y-Pound to the 

immediate north of the town centre, Castle 

Meadows, and the 19th and early 20th century 

development to the northern suburbs.  Its 

medieval core, characterised by the main 

thoroughfare of roads and regular plot sub -

division, is at its heart with the Castle and St 

Maryõs Church accessed off Cross Street 

(Fig.8).  

     

7.2.2 The historic character of the central core 

of the town is  derived from the strong 

morphology of the distinctive medieval layout 

of roads and burgage plots. Over time, with 

the extensive 18th century remodelling and the 
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19th century expansion of the town (most of 

which is designated as the Abergavenny 

Conservation Area) has created a high quality 

historic environment, diverse and rich in 

architectural features and use of materials. 

 

7.2.3 The topography of the town and its 

dynamic and ever-changing landscape setting 

plays an essential role in defining the character 

of the conservation area (Fig.9).  Planned and 

un-planned views are to be had throughout 

the conservation area to the seven major hills, 

which surround the town and vice-versa from 

the hills back to and across the town.  The 

uninterrupted ridgeline of th e surrounding 

hills, with their natural landscape and varied 

hues of green and brown, shelter the town and 

provide a setting free from development, a 

very significant and special characteristic of the 

townõs location.  The town hall clock tower is 

an ever present landmark in the conservation 

area and surrounding countryside. Conversely, 

modern developments such as Cibi Walk, 

which can be seen in some extended views 

towards the town centre have had an adverse 

impact on the established historic grain of the 

town centre. 

 

7.2.4 There is an interesting and diverse mix of 

building types and materials reflecting the 

high status of the town, both during the 

medieval period and the industrial revolution. 

The townõs historic importance is well 

illustrated by two majo r Norman buildings; the 

church to the east and castle to the west. 

 

7.3 Character Areas 
 

7.3.1 Eight distinct character areas have been 

identified in Abergavenny, the boundaries of 

which have been identified in Plan 6.  This 

section will identify the key attributes of each 

character area. 

 

7.3.2 Each character area makes reference to 

the following considerations:  
 

Á Form (cohesiveness ð why is it a character 

area) 

Á Scale & Building Line 

Á Significant buildings or groups of 

buildings making a positive or special 

contribution  

Á Materials 

Á Views 

Á Local Features 

Á Significant Spaces & Gaps 

Á Trees, hedges and boundaries 

Á Surfaces 

 

Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 4 Spatial Analysis 

Part D - Plan 5 Listed Buildings & Buildings 

Making a Particular or Special Positive 

Contribution  

Part D  - Plan 6 Character Areas 

 

 
Fig.9 View from the castle looking north across the town to the hills beyond  
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CHARACTER AREA 1  

Monmouth Road  
 

 
 

Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 6A Character Area 1 

 

7.3.3 This character area follows the 

Monmouth Road as it enters Abergavenny, 

north of the Ysbytty Fields Estate, down to the 

point at which the River Gavenny crosses. The 

riverõs tree-lined banks create a visual 

separation from this area to the north. The 

area includes largely detached houses either 

side of the road set in large gardens and those 

on Belmont Road and Fosterville Crescent.  

The approach to town is strongly defined by 

the grand scale of built form and sense of 

arrival on journeying down towards the town 

centre. 

 

7.3.4 The areaõs buildings are predominantly 

two-storey villas and terraces. The three-storey 

ôtowerõ of Cae Kenfy Lodge is an important 

visual marker and with adjacent walls acts as a 

gateway to the town. The detached villas are 

set in gardens back off the roadside (Fig.10). 

Those on Fosterville Crescent have a strong 

building line, following the gentle curve of the 

road.  Mill Street to the west side of 

Monmouth Road is a small but distinct 

remnant of the earlier approaches to the town 

(Fig.11).  The grouping of houses, some at a 

modest cottage scale forms very attractive and 

continuous historic townscape strongly 

defining the now quiet lane of Mill Street.   

 

7.3.5 The houses on Fosterville Crescent, a late 

19th and early 20th century high class 

development, designed and built by the 

Fosters, form a particularly cohesive group. 

Both the terraces and detached villas share the 

rock-faced stone boundary walls with yellow 

brick gate piers. Other groups include two 

1850s Italianate style villas in Station Road. A 

number of 19 th century villas form an attractive 

set piece set in large landscaped plots to the 

west of Belmont Road.  These large gardens 

are a distinctive and important feature of these 

and the northern suburbs of the town 

(character area 7). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.10 Grand villas to Fosterville Crescent a 

distinctive building type to this part of the 

conservation area  

 

Fig.11 Modest development to Mill Street 

formerly the main approach to the town from 

the south  
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7.3.6 The various building styles along the 

Monmouth Road utilise a wide range of 

materials. Roof coverings are predominantly 

Welsh slate interspersed with the occasional 

use of red clay tiles. The villas are 

rendered/stuccoed and painted or rock -faced 

stone, some with striking yellow brick or 

terracotta dressings (Fig.12). Chimney stacks 

are either rendered or exposed red or yellow 

brick. There are some examples of tile hanging 

and faux timber framing with brick nogging 

(for example Brookfield and the half-timbered, 

yellow brick, Fairlea). Fairlea, designed and 

built by W. White, was an advertisement for his 

patent ôHygeian Rockõ composition, used in 

the cavity walls. 

 

7.3.7 Entering Abergavenny on the Monmouth 

Road there are key strategic views north over 

the brow of the hill, past Cae Kenfy Lodge, to 

the large square tower of St Maryõs Priory 

Church.  There are glimpsed views of the Town 

Hall from Mill Street.  On Holywell Road there 

are attractive views to the houses on 

Fosterville Crescent to the south and glimpsed 

views of the distant Blorenge to the west. On 

Mill Street, there are glimpses between houses 

to the gardens and tree lined boundary of the 

riverside beyond. 

 

7.3.8 The survival of stone boundary walls is a 

particularly strong local feature of this part of 

the conservation area (Fig.13). There are a 

number of mature trees positioned near t he 

roadside, some of which form ôlandmarksõ 

along Monmouth Road and soften the built 

form.  Buildings are often framed and partially 

or even fully obscured by these natural 

features. 

 

 

Fig.12 An eclectic mix of building materials to 

the villas in this par t of the conservation area  

 

 
Fig.13 Stone boundary walls with buff brick copings are key features of this part of the conservation area  
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CHARACTER AREA 2  

The Historic Core 
 

 
Fig.14 Cross St with its regular plot division reflecting the planned characte r of the medieval town  

 
 

Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 6B Character Area 2 

 

7.3.9 This character area, north of the River 

Gavenny, encompasses the extent of the once 

walled medieval town.  To the south west lies 

the Castle; to the south east, the Priory Church; 

to the north, Frogmore Street and to the east, 

the former cattle market site. At its core is the 

regular pattern of streets. Cross Street (Fig.14) 

extends north up to the High Street, gently 

curving into Frogmore Street.  The main 

arterial route is crossed by Nevill Street, Lion 

Street, Lower Castle Street and Monk Street, 

with a number of smaller lanes contributing to 

this informal grid pattern.   The remnant 

survival of sections of the town wall and its 

historic influence on the morphology and 

evolution of this part of the conservation area 

are important aspects of its character which 

are not always apparent or obvious. 
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7.3.10 The character area, bustling with shops, 

banks, market hall, cafes, restaurants, and 

public houses, has a very active street frontage.  

Scale varies within the character area with 

some buildings of two -storeys, but most of 

three-storeys. The distinctive town hall, the 

largest, tallest, and most dominant building in 

Abergavenny, is visible in extended views from 

the countryside for some distance, its bright 

green copper covered pyramidal roof acting as 

a landmark of considerable significance 

(Fig.15).  

 

7.3.11 The varied storey height and stepped 

roofline, reflecting the gradient of the roads, 

combines to create a truly dynamic townscape 

(Fig.16).  There are timber-framed jettied 

medieval buildings, Regency town houses 

(many of which are re-frontings of earlier 

buildings), a 15th century inn with carriageway, 

grand 19th century hotels and a Jacobean style 

bank.  This variation makes for a dynamic and 

interesting historic townscape, with the quality 

of individual and groups of buildings making a 

particularly positive contribution towards the 

character and appearance of the conservation 

area.  There are some well-designed corner 

buildings, including the Liner-like Burton store, 

projecting out of its triangular site with bronze 

and polished granite shopfronts (Fig.17).  

 

7.3.12 The historic building line is consistent 

throughout, with some projecting upper floors 

(16th century Market Street with raised footway 

and jettied first floor).   In places, modern 

development has unfortunately been less 

successfully integrated.  The Post Office, set 

back off the street frontage, severely disrupts 

the rhythm of St Johnõs Street and Nevill 

Street. In other areas modern interventions 

have paid little attention to the varied, 

interactive, street frontage, best illustrated with 

the large Tesco building on Frogmore Street. 

 

 
Fig.15 The ever present views to the town hall 

make for a dynamic townscape t hroughout the 

historic core  

 

 
Fig.16 Varied rooflines, the level change and the 

curve of Frogmore St are some of the key drivers 

of character to this part of the historic core  

 

Fig.17 The Grade II listed Burton store shopfront 

ð high quality materia ls, projected ôbowõ plan  

and high quality lettering.  
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7.3.13 All but a very small number of buildings 

make a particularly positive contribution 

towards the character and appearance of the 

conservation area.  The buildings on Cross 

Street, most of which are listed, form a good 

group of contrasting and complimentary 

styles. The strong historic grain momentarily 

falters as Cross Street leads into the 

pedestrianised High Street.  The dark brick No. 

25, now partially softened with a lively mural 

depicting the hi storic town, and the stark brick 

of Nos. 7 and 8 are unfortunate modern 

interventions due to their use of incongruous 

materials and lack of consideration for the 

traditional scale, use of proportion, plot sizes 

and the historic rhythm of the street formed by 

the facades of the older buildings of the town .  

However the character of the street is much 

improved with the high architectural quality of 

Nos. 11-13 leading into the equally diverse but 

consistently well-defined Frogmore Street.  

 

7.3.14 The intimate nature of the character 

area opens out to reveal a number of 

important groups of buildings.   To the south-

west of the centre is the castle and grounds, 

which includes castle ruins, gate lodge, and the 

museum.  To the north, on the west side of 

Castle Street, is an important group of chapels, 

historic and modern, including the 1829 

Methodist Chapel, remodelled United 

Reformed Church and large Sunday School 

(Fig.18).  A further significant non -secular 

group is to be found to the east, comprising St 

Maryõs Priory Church and Tithe Barn, set apart 

by a modest, but well-conceived public space 

with clipped beech trees (Fig.19).  

 

7.3.15 There is a broad palette of materials in 

this part of the conservation area.  There is 

some consistency in roof coverings, most are 

natural slate, with only a small number of roofs 

of clay tiles (for example No. 54 Lloyds TSB, 

Cross Street).  Elevations are either rendered/ 

painted stone or brick, stucco or plaster or 

occasionally unpainted red or yellow brick. 

Exposed stone is to be found at the Town Hall, 

Kings Head Hotel, castle and church.  There are 

one-off buildings including No. 54, Lloyds TSB 

which exhibits pink Alveley sandstone ashlar, 

and the Portland stone faced Burtons store. It 

should also be noted that there are a number 

of timber -framed buildings in Nevill Street, 

Market Street and possibly, Cross Street, most 

of which have been re-fronted in the Georgian 

period.  Chimneys, where seen, are mostly 

brick with red or yellow clay pots. The 

character area includes a good survival of 

small pane, timber sashes. Good shop 

frontages, both 19 th and 20th century, also 

survive (Fig.20). 

 

 

 

 
Fig.18 Important group of church, chapel and 

Sunday school, Castle St 

 

Fig.19 The Tithe Barn with recently refurbished 

public shared space ad jacent to Monk St 

 

Fig.20 Good quality 19 th  century shopfro nt, with 

side-entrance and 12 -pane vertical sliding 

tim ber sashes (a common feature  of the historic 

core)  
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7.3.16 There are numerous complex local and 

strategic views within, to and from the 

character area. The town hall clock tower acts 

as a constant landmark throughout the 

character area and the wider conservation 

area. Particularly fine views of the tower are to 

be had looking north along Cross Street, 

looking south west from Lion Street alongside 

the former Cattle Market site  (Fig.21), and 

looking north from the Castle walls. Important 

views to the surrounding hills include views 

west along Lower Castle Street, the varied 

mottled colours of the hills framing a terrace 

of small houses.  On Frogmore Street views 

north -west are terminated by the large and 

imposing Romanesque style Baptist Church.  

From the Bus Station car park there are well-

defined views of St Maryõs Priory Church, 

backed by a domed hill (Ysgyryd Fawr ð 

sometimes referred to as The Skirrid).  From 

this location there are also good views south 

to the surrounding hills and on the junction of 

Cross Street and Monmouth Road there are 

glimpsed views west to Abergavenny Castle 

and museum.   Other than this, the castle ruins 

are somewhat hidden away from the busy 

thoroughfare of the town, but viewed from the 

Blorenge or Castle Meadows to the west they 

are a powerful iconic symbol of the historic 

town. From the prominent Castle museum 

there are impressive views west across the 

green meadows to the River Usk and the 

distant hills which surround and enclose the 

town.  Views are also available from the 

southern approach, around the bus station 

area seen on the lip of the bank above lower 

level buildings on Cross Street/Mill Street. 

7.3.17 There are a number of important 

features which add to the distinctiveness of 

this part of the Abergavenny Conservation 

Area. There is the raised pavement of Market 

Street, alleyways and carriage ways through to 

yards and some fine shop fronts. Architectural 

features include decorative keystones above 

doorways (e.g. Nos. 30-31 Cross Street) and 

varied window surrounds (e.g. Nos. 26-32 and 

The Swan Hotel, Cross Street).  The town wall, 

which once enclosed medieval Abergavenny, 

remains in fragmentary form (Fig.22), 

especially in Nevill Street and near the church 

of St Mary, but little original fabric remains , 

although its influence on the morphology of 

the town is still very clearly legible. Gilbert 

Ledwardõs 1921 war memorial, for the 

Monmouthshire Regiment, crowned by a 

figure of a soldier resting on his rifle, is a 

particularly poignant and locally significant 

landmark in Frogmore Street. 

 

 
Fig.21 View up to the Town Hall along Market St  

 

 
Fig.22 Fragments of the town wall, off Castle Street, survive although it is 

not well presented or interpreted .  
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CHARACTER AREA 3  

19th Century Suburbs / Grofield  
 

 
 

Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 6C Character Area 3 

 

7.3.18 This character area, west of Frogmore 

Street and Nevill Street, comprises part of the 

19th century development of Abergavenny. Its 

characteristic terraced streets are interspersed 

with lines of higher status villas, churches, 

chapels and public buildings. The area 

between Merthyr Road and the A4143 is less 

well-defined and has suffered from the serious 

erosion of its historic features, most noticeably 

windows, doors and the painting or 

rendering/cladding of facades.   

 

7.3.19 The terraced streets of Victoria Street, 

Regent Street, Princes Street and Trinity Street 

comprise modest two-storey terraces, all with 

a strong building line and many with surviving 

boundary walls and railings. Two terraces on 

Commercial Street and Baker Street (also 

referred to as ôTrinity Terraceõ) have particularly 

well-defined building lines (Fig.23). Merthyr 

Road (formerly the main route from the town 

to the Usk Bridge and out to Llanfoist and 

Blaenavon) contains more affluent detached 

villas and town houses.  Modern infill, for 

example Princes Court, Princes Street and the 

development on the site of Grofield Secondary 

Modern School, Victoria Street, are 

architecturally uninspiring but they do follow 

the building line and scale of the streets. 

Larger buildings, such as the rock-faced Public 

Library, on the junction of Victoria Street and 

Baker Street, stand out in terms of quality and 

architectural composition from the 

surrounding terraces.  

 

 
Fig.23 Relatively intact terrace of houses to Baker St ð the consistent building line strongly defines and 

encloses the road  
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7.3.20 T. H. Wyattõs Holy Trinity Church, Baker 

Street, the Gothic single-storey almshouses 

which flank it and the gabled Parsonage in the 

south-east corner, form an excellent group of 

significant architectural quality and character. 

The almshouses, for poor and aged women, 

were a gift of Miss Rachel Herbert. They recall 

a significant period in the history of 

Abergavenny. 

 

7.3.21 Trinity Terrace, opposite, is a good 

group of stone terraced houses with yellow 

brick dressings, large chimney stacks and 

original front walls and railings. Despite the 

loss of original windows the ter race retains 

much of its historic integrity. On the east side 

of Merthyr Road are a pleasant group of 

detached stone houses, set back above the 

road.  

 

7.3.22 The character area contains a varied 

palette of building materials. Terraces are 

either brick or local stone, many painted or 

rendered, others exposed stone with red or 

yellow brick dressings. Welsh slate roofs 

predominate and form part of the areaõs 

distinctive character (Fig.24).  Architectural 

features include a wide array of door cases, 

and, despite significant losses on some streets, 

a good representative sample of original 

timber vertical sliding sashes of varying styles, 

but mostly with a single central glazing bar.   

 

7.3.23 There are views of the landmark town 

hall clock tower throughout the ch aracter area 

but they are particularly strongly defined along 

Princes Street. Glimpsed views of the Blorenge 

are seen at the west end of Holy Trinity 

Church, looking south-west to the side of the 

almshouses. There are also views, north-east 

from Merthyr Road, to the landmark spire of 

the Presbyterian Church on Pen-y-Pound 

Road. Facing south on Merthyr Road there are 

some fine open views of The Blorenge. 

 

7.3.24 There is a very limited survival of 

boundary railings and where these are found 

they form an impo rtant part of the character of 

the character area.  Of note is the survival of 

an historic painted sign to an outbuilding on 

Union Road East (Fig.25) and cast iron 

nameplates to roads generally.   

 

7.3.25 The survival of original brickwork 

patterns, stone, natural slate, brick chimneys, 

windows and doors are important local 

features in this considerably altered part of the 

conservation area.  The loss of original 

windows, doors and roof coverings has had a 

significant adverse impact on the character 

and appearance of the conservation area.  

However, these changes are reversible. 

 

Fig.24 Victoria St ð a common and consistent use 

of materials; painted render and natural slate 

roofs with red brick chimneys  

 
Fig.25 Traditional painted signage to walls 

survivin g on an outbuilding off Union Road East  
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CHARACTER AREA 4  

Pen-y-Pound 
 

 
 

Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 6D Character Area 4 

 

7.3.26 This character area is focused on the 

suburb of Pen-y-Pound, on the hillside north 

of the town centre, following Pen -y-Pound 

Road. This 19th century development is 

characterised by its churches and educational 

establishments. The Presbyterian Church and 

former King Henry VIII Grammar School lie 

opposite a group of 19 th and early 20th century 

houses. As the hill rises, the Roman Catholic 

Church and school are situated on the west 

side of the road. 

  

7.3.27 The buildings, many of high status, are 

noticeably large. Domestic buildings are 

predominantly two -storey (for example, the 

imposing five-bay Ty Clwyd). At the junction of 

Avenue Road, Pen-y-Pound Road and Old 

Hereford Road, is the striking three-storey, 

1950s Mulberry House, juxtaposed with the 

single-storey Gothick toll cottage of 1831.  

 

7.3.28 The buildings line the roadside but the 

building line is inconsistent and varies between  

 

 

 

houses, churches and schools. Mid-way along 

Pen-y-Pound Road, the enclosed street to the 

south, opens out where it meets the Roman 

Catholic Church to the west and King Henry 

VIII Grammar School (now the Drama Centre) 

to the east, both set back from the roadside. 

The lawns, churchyard and Roman Catholic 

Primary School playground, combine to create 

a more open, greener aspect to this section of 

the road.  

 

7.3.29 The entire road, with most buildings 

listed, forms a group of some considerable 

architectural and historical quality providing a 

strong identity to this part of the conservation 

area. Sub-groups include the Roman Catholic 

Church and Presbytery to the west, the 

Presbyterian Church and former manse, 

Alandale, to the east and the group of 18 th to 

early 19th century houses to the south-west. 

 

7.3.30 Natural slate roofs predominate, the 

tiled roof of Tyõr Morwydd (YHA) an exception. 

Non domestic buildings are brick  or more 

commonly stone. The Roman Catholic Church 

and Presbyterian Church, purple/grey 

sandstone with Bath stone dressings, the 

former Henry VIII Grammar School, rock-faced 

red sandstone with yellow ashlar dressings. 

Houses are roughcast rendered or stuccoed 

and painted. Chimney stacks are usually red 

brick and there is a good survival of single 

glazed timber framed vertical sliding sash 

windows.  There are many sets of iron railings 

and gates, often listed in their own right.  

 

7.3.31 There are a collection of attractive views 

both north and south along Pen -y-Pound 

Road (Fig.26) and more distant views north 

west to the Sugar Loaf and north east to the 

Skirrid. 
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Fig.26 View looking north along Pen -Y-Pound to 

the green ridge line beyond  

 

7.3.32 Local features include hipped roofs to 

houses (for example, the hipped, bell -cast roof 

to Ty-Llwyd) and an excellent variety of 18th to 

20th century railings and gates (for example, 

Art Nouveau railings to the Presbyterian 

Church (Fig.27), and railings to No. 4 with 

gates featuring decorative dog bars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.27 Art Nouveau style cas t iron railings to the Presbyterian Church a re a notable local feature  



 

Abergavenny  Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Proposals  28 

 

C
o

n
se

rva
tio

n
 A

re
a

 A
p

p
ra

isa
l 

CHARACTER AREA 5  

Brecon Road 
 

 
 

 
Refer to : 
Part D - Plan 6E Character Area 5 
 

7.3.33 As one of the principal routes from and 

to the town this road has the general character 

of a processional route with a scale that is 

reflective of a grander Abergavenny. 

  

7.3.34 Houses are generally two and a half to 

three storeys and set at the back of the 

pavement or slightly back from the roadside in 

small gardens.  The line of the street is well 

defined by boundary treatments,  walls and 

railings or built form.  This provides good 

enclosure for most of the street and adds to 

the sense of arrival to the town from the 

north -west on the busy A40.  This increases as 

one travels from west to east along Brecon 

Road. 

 

7.3.35 There are a series of very well-defined 

groups along the roadside, ranging from short 

terraces with distinctive half dormer details to 

larger rock-faced villas set back in gardens 

behind high quality boundary walls and 

railings.  The latter group tend to have more 

articulation to the roof with a variation of 

gables, projecting gables and gabled dormers.  

The grouping of houses and shops and former 

shops around the junction with Brecon Street 

are particularly attractive in townscape terms 

and strongly define this junction (Fig.28).  The 

survival of former shopfronts, the curving of 

the building line and the surprisingly modest 

scale of this section of the street are all 

positive characteristics of this group. 

 

7.3.36 There is a diverse mix of painted render 

and stucco, stonework, mainly seen as coursed 

ôrock-facedõ rubble stone with brick dressings 

and some painted stone and brickwork 

although this is limited in this part of the 

conservation area.  Roofs are mostly low 

pitched and natural slate. 

 

 

Fig.28 High quality 

townscape comprising 

listed and unlisted 

buildings define the 

junction of Brecon Rd & 

Commercial St   
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7.3.37 The dramatic hillscape dominates the 

skyline in most local views.  The view south 

along Merthyr Road from the character area is 

particularly notable.  Views east along Brecon 

Road are attractively funnelled by the strongly 

defined townscape with the Grade II listed 

houses on the south side of Brecon Road 

partially closing the views east. 

 

7.3.38 This part of the conservation area is 

perhaps most notable for its diverse use and 

survival of traditional materials.  Much survives 

of original architectural features (Fig.29) such 

as stone architraves, bracketed eaves, 

decorative barge-boards, cast iron railings and 

terracotta finials.  Original doors and windows 

have been lost throughout to the detriment of 

individual buildings but the general quality 

and diversity of the townscape distinguishes 

this part of the town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.29 A rich palette of traditio nal materials is seen in this part of the conservation area (shops with 

accommodation above, Brecon Rd)  

 

 




