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What is i-Tree Eco?

i-Tree Eco is part of the state of the art, peer-reviewed software suite from the USDA
forest service, that provides urban forest analysis and benefits assessment tools. The
urban forest is defined as all the trees in an urban area, both public and private.
i-Tree Eco has been used to understand the composition and structure of
Monmouthshire’s urban forest and the benefits it provides. This analysis can be
used as a baseline to make informed decisions to better manage and maintain the
urban forest, both for the present and future climates.
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What does this mean for Monmouthshire?

The information gained from this survey and report has increased our knowledge of
the structure and composition of Monmouthshire’s urban forest. This can help to
inform future decision making and strategy and raise awareness of the
importance of the wider environment. The sustainability of Monmouthshire’s urban
forest has been assessed to be ‘Good’ in two of five indicators: tree health and climate
suitability. Sustainability could be improved by increasing canopy cover, and
balancing the community with larger trees and wider taxonomic diversity.

The i-Tree Eco report can underpin planning for futureproofing Monmouthshire’s urban
forest, including optimising ecosystem service provision. Recommendations for further
analysis include: an analysis of where to focus tree planting efforts, developing
a tree planting strategy, and creating an Urban Forest Masterplan. Targeted
planting strategies would improve equitability, quantity, and sustainability of
ecosystem service delivery. An Urban Forest Masterplan would likely incorporate
objectives such as setting specific canopy cover targets for different land uses or
areas, identifying and prioritising action through planting and management, and
&anagement of pests and diseases, to ensure that tree cover is maintained. &’
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