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This week’s newsletter will have a focus on Safeguarding and will signpost you to some useful resources.
Wales Safeguarding Procedures
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The Safeguarding Procedures now provide a common set of child and adult protection procedures for every safeguarding board in Wales and now replace other procedures previously in place.  

Welsh Government have acknowledged the challenge the current COVID-19 situation presents, however have stated ‘not-withstanding these challenges, perhaps now more than ever before, the existence and availability of these procedures is even more important’ (Welsh Government, 3rd April 2020), and emphasise the importance of accessibility and adherence to the practical guidance within the new procedures, at this time.

Welsh Government acknowledge that while some Regional Safeguarding Boards may not be able to fully implement as originally intended, they seek assurance that ‘all practitioners and those involved in safeguarding of all people in Wales are able to access the Wales Safeguarding Procedures and as much as possible aim to adhere to them’ (Welsh Government, 3rd April 2020).

The procedures contain ‘pointers for practice’ which provide information on how to complete safeguarding tasks. They have been designed to enable frontline practitioners and their managers apply the legislative requirements and expectations of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014.  They were launched in Gwent on 6th April 2020. 

If you have a Monmouthshire laptop the procedures should now be downloaded on to it so that you will be able to access them when needed.  You can also use the above link to have a look at the features of the App and you will also be able to download the procedures to your phone or tablet.

There are some resources available that are attached to this email for both adult and children’s services so please disseminate these to your team members.  There is also an additional 30 minute narrated Children Procedures ‘Essentials’ briefing presentation available on You Tube:

Children’s Essentials presentation:      https://youtu.be/t_ouvyZLuqU 
If you have any questions about the procedures please contact a member of the safeguarding team MichelleMcKay@monmouthshire.gov.uk (Children) or ClaudiaDon@monmouthshire.gov.uk (Adults).
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Safeguarding Level 1 Training

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility therefore Level 1 Safeguarding is mandatory training that needs to be completed by all volunteers/employees of Monmouthshire County Council who come into contact with adults or children as part of their role.  This will also need to be refreshed every 2 years.  Please ensure all staff within your team are up to date with their training in this area.

Due to the current circumstance around Covid 19 all face to face training has been suspended.  As a result, this training can now be completed through Sway (link below).  The best way to use this application is through Google Chrome (copy and paste the link below into Google Chrome) so that all links included within the document can be accessed.  The application can be used on a laptop, on a mobile phone or tablet.
  
Completion of training via the Sway will involve reading through the material included, watching the embedded PowerPoint and utilising further information available through the links.  Once individuals get to the end of the Sway there will be some questions that they will be required to complete.  

Please forward this on to members within your team who need to update their training or who are new members of staff.  At the end of the validation questionnaire there will be the option to print off the answers.  Please encourage staff to do this so that these can be shared with you as their manager or their supervisor.  Please ensure you spend some time in supervision to discuss the answers.  In addition, the safeguarding team will have access to the answers and will complete random quality assurance checks.    

	

	SAFEGUARDING AWARENESS

	Please copy and paste the link in to Google Chrome to ensure you are able to hear all of the videos.

		Go to this Sway






If you or any of the team experience any problems completing this training or if you have any questions please contact either KatieJacobs@monmouthshire.gov.uk or KateNeil-Taylor@monmouthshire.gov.uk or HeatherHeaney@monmouthshire.gov.uk (Safeguarding in Education).






Level 2 Safeguarding Children Training 

Arrangements are currently being put in place for a refresher for those who need to update their training for level 2 so watch this space! 
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