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5.2.4 Settlement 8: Monmouth  
 
Existing Habitat Connectivity within the settlement 
 
Monmouth is situated in the eastern part of Monmouthshire, close to the 
border with England and is the traditional county town of the historic county of 
Monmouthshire. 
 
The town is centred on two major watercourses: the River Monnow flows 
north to south through the central part of the settlement, connecting with the 
River Wye (which flows north to south through the eastern part of the 
settlement) near the southern edge of the settlement buffer. 
 
These watercourses and their tributaries are major landscape and semi-
natural features of significant conservation importance. The River Wye is both 
a UK and EU Protected Site (SSSI and SAC designations). The River 
Monnow is of local importance and is designated a Watercourse SINC. They 
divide the settlement into three main regions of varying size: 

 Monmouth town centre & Osbaston area 
 Overmonnow & Wonastow area including Vauxhall Fields 
 Mayhill & Wyesham area 

 
The settlement is further divided by the A40 dual carriageway which runs 
north-south through the eastern part of the settlement, adjacent in large part 
to the River Wye. 
 
The settlement supports a good variety of semi-natural features: both 
woodland and semi-improved species-rich grassland sites, which are by and 
large concentrated in the areas to the south of the Rivers Wye and Monnow. 
By comparison, this project has identified very little woodland or semi-
improved species-rich grassland in the area to the north of the Rivers 
(Osbaston area). 
 
Two of the grassland sites are current SINCs (Wonastow Field and Wyesham 
Lane SINCs). ASNW transcends the settlement boundary at both the south 
and west of the settlement. The largest patches of semi-improved species-rich 
grassland and ASNW, interconnected with small watercourses, are located at 
the south and west edges of the settlement.  
 
Primary routes of connectivity within Monmouth are represented by linear 
features which provide value for the movement of species.  These are 
represented by the Rivers Wye and Monnow and associated watercourses, 
plus the verges of the A40 dual carriageway. 
 
Summary - Identified habitat connections include: 
 
1) The Rivers Wye and Monnow. Their banks are generally lined with trees 
(some being Veteran specimens) or scrubby vegetation bordered beyond by 
agricultural fields or centrally, the built environment of urban Monmouth. The 
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River Monnow corridor extends to include a larger area of woodland in the 
north. A series of small semi-improved grasslands and woodlands connect 
with the River Monnow corridor along its length via tree lines and smaller 
watercourses; this includes Monmouth Cemetery to the north of the Monnow. 
The rivers have extensive influence throughout the settlement and provide a 
valuable corridor for the movement of wildlife through Monmouth and into the 
wider countryside. 
 
2) The A40 dual carriageway runs north-south through the settlement. In the 
south it passes through a tunnel. Sections of its verges are tree lined, 
however regions of the road near the Wye Bridge are apparently without semi-
natural verges. The dual carriageway runs in close parallel with the River Wye 
through much of the settlement. The verges and associated semi-natural 
habitat represent a linear corridor for the movement of species in and out of 
Monmouth. 
 
3) A cluster of ASNW and semi-improved species-rich grassland 
enclosures centred on Whitehill Wood, and linked with a small watercourse (in 
the west of the settlement near Watery Lane). This is the largest block of 
semi-improved species-rich grassland and woodland identified by the project 
within Monmouth. It links and extends beyond the settlement boundary 
through its connection with an extensive area of ASNW that includes King’s 
Wood. A further patch of semi-improved species-rich grassland and woodland 
(which includes some of Lord’s Grove SSSI) is located at the east edge of the 
settlement. 
 
4) A disused viaduct provides a linear corridor at the southern edge of the 
settlement connecting with the River Wye, River Monnow and A40 dual 
carriageway corridor. It also lies close to St Dial’s Wood ASNW, further 
providing an aerial corridor.  
 
5) The Clawydd du ditch, ditch and tree line along Wonastow Road and 
ditches, semi-improved grassland and trees of Wonastow Field grassland 
SINC are also identified in the existing connectivity map. 
 
5) The settlement supports an extensive hedgerow network, providing 
connectivity to the features above and so augmenting the main connectivity 
network. They also connect with hedgerow networks outside the settlement 
and so to other features of biodiversity importance and aid the free movement 
of wildlife into the wider landscape. Hedgerows also provide more local 
connections between field units. 
 
Monmouth is known to support a number of ancient hedgerows and from 
aerials several hedgerows appear to support large standard/mature trees, for 
example the hedge/tree line along Watery Lane.  Field systems and their 
accompanying hedges are particularly concentrated within the western half of 
the settlement. Here well connected hedgerows link to some of the largest 
blocks of semi-natural habitat within the settlement; i.e. the ASNW woodland 
and species-rich grassland centred on Whitehill Wood, and St Dial’s Wood.  
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The hedgerows also link into wider hedgerow networks that connect to 
important blocks of semi-improved habitats beyond the settlement boundary, 
such as ASNW woodlands including Orles Wood and Buckholt wood to the 
north and the ASNW woodlands and species-rich grasslands of the Wye 
Valley to the south. Many of the hedgerows in this part of the county are 
known to be important foraging/migration routes for bats. 
 
Hedgerows are also found in the more residential parts of the settlement. The 
northern part of the settlement (centred on Osbaston and Monmouth town 
centre) contains a number of well established large gardens. These together 
with associated mature trees and hedgerows provide an important biodiversity 
resource within the more urban regions of the settlement. 
 
Gardens form a significant habitat in Monmouthshire. The linear nature of 
many of the settlements in the county means that gardens are often close to 
open countryside and are therefore rich in wildlife. They also provide wildlife 
corridors enabling the free movement of species. 
 
The features above are interconnected and together form a major route of 
connectivity with the settlement. 
 
Connectivity with the wider landscape  
 
Monmouth is situated in close vicinity to an area of European conservation 
importance. The River Wye flows through the settlement and, in doing so, 
connects Monmouth to an ecological network of European importance; the 
River Wye, its gorge and associated Wye Valley Ancient Semi-Natural 
Woodlands receive both SAC and SSSI designations. Particularly close to the 
south east of the settlement are several SSSIs: Livox Wood, Harper’s Grove - 
Lord’s Grove and Fiddlers Elbow, with Lord’s Grove SSSI partially entering 
the settlement boundary. 
 
The settlement is further nestled amongst a series of other ASNW including 
King’s Wood to the west, Buckholt wood to the north, and Highmeadow 
Woods (which connect with Wye Valley Woodlands SSSI network) to the east. 
The ASNW parts of these woodlands qualify as SINCs.  
 
The A40 dual carriageway and its extensive verges provide further 
connectivity into the wider landscape. 
 
The broadleaved woodland network of the lower Wye Valley is highlighted as 
an extensive network within CCW’s core and focal networks ecological 
connectivity study40. 
 
The Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat Sites SAC lie scattered across the 
Wye Valley with the most relevant site for this settlement just 0.6km from the 
settlement at Newton Court SSSI.  Greater horseshoe bats are particularly 

                                                 
40 Latham et al 



   
Gwent Ecology 
Seddon House, Dingestow, Monmouth, NP25 4DY  
 

59

important and will rely on good quality habitat networks for foraging and 
commuting, particularly cattle grazed pastures.  
 
Opportunities to strengthen existing connectivity 
 
Strengthen the existing primary route of connectivity and overcome barriers. 
 
1) Strengthen the A40 corridor: ensure tree line and hedgerows are well 
connected and sensitively managed. Ensure sensitive management of 
grassland verges.  
 
2) Strengthen the major river corridors, the most extensive semi-natural 
corridors in and out of Monmouth. Ensure a buffer of semi-natural habitat with 
adjacent fields and the built urban landscape and connect with near-by areas 
of semi-natural habitat where possible. Extend this to include smaller 
watercourses, many of which are culverted through the residential zones of 
Monmouth. This will present a barrier to the movement of some wildlife. 
Explore how significant a barrier it represents and determine the possibility of 
reinstating the watercourse. 
 
3) Ensure hedgerows are sensitively managed and well-connected. 
 
4) Ensure current blocks of semi-natural habitat and protected sites are 
sensitively managed and their extent increased where appropriate. 
 
5) Improve linkage of the disused viaduct with other nearby semi-natural 
habitats to further bolster corridors through the settlement, e.g. linkage to St. 
Dial’s Wood ASNW. 
 
Opportunities to enhance connectivity 
 
The major opportunities for enhancing habitat connectivity are identified to be 
the forming of a link between the central extensive corridor dominated by the 
Rivers Wye and Monnow and other smaller habitat corridors. 
 
The opportunity to better connect the Watery Lane watercourse, semi-
improved grassland and ASNW unit (at the west of the settlement) and the 
central extensive corridor dominated by the Rivers Wye and Monnow is 
highlighted. An area of woodland (adjacent to Monmouth Fire Station) lies 
between these two corridors and although not physically connected, may 
already provide a stepping stone between the two.  
 
Opportunities are also highlighted to link a strip of woodland and grassland 
situated between Wyesham and the May Hill) Industrial estate with the main 
River Wye corridor. Opportunities are highlighted both at the north and south 
ends of the strip. 
 
Frequent opportunities to enhance connectivity between different sections of 
the main route of connectivity are centred on the ditch, semi-improved 
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grassland and woodland habitat in and around Wonastow Industrial estate. 
Examples include the opportunity to enhance connectivity between the 
northern tip of the Clawdd du ditch and the Wonastow road ditch, as well as 
improving connectivity between these sections of ditch and Drybridge pond 
and the ‘fire station woodland’ to the north. The opportunity for enhancing 
connectivity between the western end of the Wonastow Road ditch and semi-
improved grassland and St Dial’s wood to the south is also highlighted.  
 
Opportunities are also identified to enhance connectivity between Wonastow 
Field SINC and the ditch and semi-improved grassland to the south and 
Watery Lane to the north. 
 
Further opportunities are highlighted to enhance connectivity between the 
main semi-natural habitat network (as identified in this study) in Monmouth 
and a variety of small additional habitat patches. These are scattered across 
the settlement. For example small patches of trees are situated between the 
watery lane ditch and Wonastow road ditch. 
 
Dormice and Woodlands/Hedgerows 
 
Hedgerows and woodlands connected to known dormouse records are 
identified in the south (radiating out from St Dial’s wood ASNW and Harper’s 
Grove - Lords’ Grove SSSI) and west (radiating out from the Kings’ Wood 
ASNW complex) of the settlement.  
 
Opportunities are identified to connect the three discrete areas above with 
additional potential habitat for dormice within the settlement, which are largely 
to be found in the eastern half of the settlement.  
 
A line of opportunities to link the hedgerow network in the west of the 
settlement with the unconnected hedgerows in the east is particularly evident. 
This line follows the edge of the western part of the urban zone of Monmouth, 
at the interface between the more open countryside and the private 
residences and industrial estates of Rockfield, Drybridge and Wonastow. 
 
Opportunities to enhance connectivity between the trees/scrub of the disused 
viaduct and neighbouring woodland and hedgerows are also highlighted. 
Current physical connectivity to this nearby woodland and hedgerows within 
the settlement is limited due to the barrier created by the River Wye and 
Beech Road. The viaduct is however connected to hedgerows to the south, 
outside the settlement boundary. 
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5.2.5 Settlements 9-10: Abergavenny & Llanfoist 
 
Existing habitat connectivity within the settlement 
 
The settlements of Abergavenny and Llanfoist lie in such close vicinity that 
they were combined for the purposes of this assessment. 
 
Abergavenny town, as its name reveals, is situated at the confluence of a 
tributary stream, the Gavenny, and the River Usk and is located 24km west of 
Monmouth on the A40 and A465 roads, and 10km from the English border 
within the Welsh Marches. The Black Mountains lie to the north, and are part 
of the Brecon Beacons National Park. Abergavenny is almost completely 
surrounded by two mountains: the Blorenge (559m) and the Sugar Loaf 
(596m) and five hills: Skirrid Fawr, Skirrid Fach, Deri, Rholben and Mynydd 
Llanwenarth. 
 
Llanfoist village is sited to the south of Abergavenny beneath the Blorenge 
Mountain. The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal is situated just below the 
village. 
 
The A465 is split into two sections. Firstly the A465 ‘Hereford road’ runs north-
south through the settlement, near its eastern edge. Running parallel to this is 
a mainline railway. Secondly the recently dueled A465 ‘Heads of the Valleys 
road’ runs east-west through the southern half of the settlement and divides 
Abergavenny from Llanfoist. The A4143 connects with the A465, and travels 
north into Abergavenny. Linked to the south side of the A465 is a section of 
dismantled railway. 
 
The River Usk is a feature of European conservation importance (with SAC 
and SSSI designations) and flows for its most part to the north side of the 
Heads of the Valleys Road and again divides Abergavenny from Llanfoist. The 
River Gavenny, which is a locally protected site (SINC), flows north-south 
through eastern Abergavenny until its confluence with the River Usk. To the 
south of Llanfoist lies the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal. 
 
Further smaller watercourses extend into the settlement and connect with 
these main rivers and help provide connectivity between the river corridors 
and nearby woodland and semi-improved species-rich grassland units. For 
example the Afon Cibi, which is apparent as a series of short sections on the 
OS map and flows through the more urban centre of Abergavenny and is 
therefore an important corridor through this part of the settlement. 
Watercourses represent a significant ecological network within the settlement. 
 
Other protected sites include the Cwm Mill Section, Mardy SSSI situated 
between the River Gavenny and railway line. The Sugar Loaf Woodlands 
ASNW SAC and SSSI partially crosses the northern boundary of the 
settlement, whilst Coed-y-person ASNW SSSI connects with the south west 
edge of the boundary, adjacent to Llanfoist. Grove Farm grassland SINC is 
located at the southern edge of Llanfoist.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blorenge�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blorenge�
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Within Llanfoist, other notable semi-natural features include the semi-
improved species-rich grassland, stream, pond and woodland unit centred on 
Evesham House in the north (which connects with the A465 and River Usk 
corridor) and the species-rich grassland, pond and ditch network of Grove 
Farm SINC in the south. 
 
The River Gavenny, Usk and connected watercourses, A465 dual 
carriageway, A4143 Merthyr Road and railway linear features (which 
predominantly skirt the east and south of the main urban zone of 
Abergavenny), are all interconnected and are the main features of connectivity 
with significant physical influence through the settlements.  
 
Summary - Identified habitat connections include: 
 
1) The River Usk and River Gavenny. The banks of the Usk are generally 
quite open, with the exception of the vicinity of the Usk Bridge where patches 
of woodland adjoin the river. The River Gavenny is lined by trees and small 
woodland units for its most part widening the semi-natural network; however it 
is culverted at a number of small road junctions.  
 
These main rivers are further extended by a series of smaller watercourses 
which flow into them including the Afon Cibi (through central Abergavenny) 
and Nant Iago (north east edge of settlement). Though often rather disjointed, 
together they represent a significant corridor through the settlement. 
 
2) The A465 runs north-south from Hereford near the settlement’s eastern 
boundary and west between Abergavenny and Llanfoist towards the Heads of 
the Valleys. Running parallel to the A465 ‘Hereford Road’ is the mainline 
railway between Wales and the Midlands. Hereford Road and the railway 
have extensive verges with dense tree lines and semi-improved grassland.  
 
This linear network widens in places to include adjacent semi natural habitat, 
for example to the south of the A465 Head’s of the Valleys road’ semi-
improved species-rich grassland, stream, pond and woodland unit is centred 
on Evesham House. This part of the A465 corridor is also enhanced by 
connectivity to the A4143 running north through Abergavenny and a section of 
dismantled railway which lies at the west edge of Llanfoist. 
 
It should be noted that the section of the A465 ‘Heads of the Valleys Road’ 
has recently be widened to become dual carriageway. Many of its associated 
verges were verges realigned and re-sown.  
 
3) Grove Farm semi-improved species-rich grassland SINC, pond and 
ditch network, south of Llanfoist. 
 
4) Semi-improved species-rich grassland and woodland centred around 
The Hill College. 
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5) The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal adjoins the ASNW SSSI of Coed-
y-person. The canal presents a significant corridor through the settlement. 
 
6) Series of smaller mixed habitat blocks, for example the trees and 
watercourse of Bailey Park, woodland and watercourse near St Teilo’s 
vicarage, the parkland and semi improved grassland of Maindiff Court 
Hospital and trees and watercourse south of Belmont Crescent.  
 
7) Hedgerows. The most extensive sections are concentrated towards the 
edges of the settlement in association with fields. They provide connections to 
the linear features listed above and to hedgerows outside of the settlement. 
For example there is some connectivity through hedges between the tree 
lined verges of the A465 and woodland of Skirrid Fach to the east of the 
settlement boundary.  
 
The features above are interconnected and have extensive influence. 
Together they provide the main linear route of connectivity through and out of 
the settlement. 
 
Connectivity with the wider landscape  
 
Abergavenny and Llanfoist are surrounded by the Blorenge and Sugar Loaf 
mountains and a series of hills which form part of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park. In the local and wider region of the National Park this includes 
a number of SSSIs from the ASNW woodland on the slopes of the Sugar Loaf 
and Blorenge (which enter the settlement boundary) to the upland habitats of 
the Black Mountains to the north and the Usk Bat Sites SAC. 
 
The River Usk has huge ecological influence and together with its tributaries 
provides a far reaching route of connectivity between the settlement to the 
wider landscape and ecologically important sites such as the Black 
Mountains. Additionally the A465 and railway provide corridors of extensive 
physical influence in the wider landscape including links to the large woodland 
habitat network that arcs across the Heads of the Valleys uplands of the 
South Wales Valleys (as identified in CCW’s core and focal networks 
ecological connectivity study)41. 
 
The Usk Bat Sites SAC lie north (Foxwood SSSI 4.8km), south west (Siambre 
Ddu SSSI 3.5km) and west (Mynydd Llangattock 6.2km, Buckland Hall, 16km) 
of the settlement.  Lesser horseshoe bats are one of the features of the SAC 
and will use the networks of semi-natural habitats within the settlement to 
commute and forage.  
 
Opportunities to strengthen existing connectivity 
 
Strengthen the existing primary route of connectivity and overcome barriers. 
 

                                                 
41 Latham et al 
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1) Strengthen the A465 and railway corridor: ensure tree line and hedgerows 
are well connected and sensitively managed. Ensure sensitive management 
of grassland verges.  
 
2) Strengthen the major river corridors, the most extensive semi-natural 
corridors in and out of Abergavenny. Ensure a buffer of semi-natural habitat 
with adjacent fields and the built landscape and connect with near-by areas of 
semi-natural habitat where possible. The culverts on the River Gavenny will 
present a barrier to the movement of some wildlife. Exploration of how 
significant a barrier it represents, in order to help inform the need for a 
possible resolution may be of value. Extend this to include smaller 
watercourses: which are also culverted through the main urban zone, e.g. the 
Afon Cibi. 
 
3) Ensure hedgerows are sensitively managed and well-connected. 
 
4) Ensure current blocks of semi-natural habitat and protected sites are 
sensitively managed and their extent increased where appropriate. 
 
Opportunities to enhance connectivity 
 
Opportunities to enhance habitat connectivity include forming links between 
the main linear route of connectivity (represented by the interconnected River 
Usk, River Gavenny, A465, A4143 and railway) and semi-natural units around 
Llanfoist, including Grove Farm grassland SINC and the Monmouthshire 
Brecon Canal and the SSSI ASNW woodlands of the Blorenge. 
  
Other opportunities include enhancing connectivity between The Hill site and 
the Sugar Loaf woodlands ASNW SSSI, and between the River Gavenny-
railway-A465 corridor and the woodland and watercourse near St Teilo’s 
vicarage. Opportunities are also identified to enhance connectivity between 
sections of the Afon Cibi in central Abergavenny and also to the trees and 
watercourse of Bailey Park, which itself could be better connected to the River 
Gavenny to its east. 
 
Abergavenny supports numerous small patches of additional habitat, 
distributed across the settlement. Many opportunities are highlighted to 
enhance connectivity between these discrete patches and also to the main 
semi-natural connectivity networks that this study has identified, for example, 
linking the woodland and semi-improved grassland of Maindiff Court Hospital 
with the railway-A465 corridor to its north and west.  Another example is to 
enhance connectivity between patches of trees in and around The Knoll and 
Nevill Hall Hospital and also to the Nant Iago to the west, the A4143 corridor 
to the east and a block of woodland, semi-improved grassland and a small 
tributary of the River Usk to the south. 
 
Great Crested Newts and Ponds 
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Clusters of connected ponds are largely concentrated towards the perimeter 
of the settlement, with a high density situated to the south of the River Usk in 
and around Llanfoist. Further clusters are situated to the east and south of the 
settlement, as well as to the north of Abergavenny. A high concentration of 
ponds is situated outside the settlement boundary to its east. 
 
Opportunities are identified to enhance connections between the individual 
pond clusters within Llanfoist, and also to pond clusters to the south of 
Llanfoist. 
 
Other opportunities are identified between a pond cluster at the eastern edge 
of the settlement and pond clusters around Skirrid fach to the south east and 
Tredilion Park and the Golf course to the north-east. This would bolster the 
connectivity both between ponds inside and outside of the settlement. 
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5.2.6 Settlement 11: Raglan 
 
Existing habitat connectivity within the settlement 
 
Raglan is a rural village in central Monmouthshire. The A40 dual carriageway 
runs east-west through the northern half of the settlement, dividing the main 
village settlement from Raglan Castle and the surrounding agricultural fields, 
but providing linear connectivity within the wider landscape though its 
extensive roadside verges. 
 
There are limited priority semi-natural features identifiable in Raglan, with the 
exception of hedgerows. No ASNW is recorded and the semi-improved 
species-rich grassland resource is very limited. No protected sites have been 
identified within the settlement.  
 
Primary routes of connectivity within Raglan are represented by linear 
features, which provide value for the movement of species. Small interlinked 
watercourses represent the most extensive routes of connectivity; the Nant y 
Wilcae runs west to east along the southern side of the village, connected to 
the Barton Brook which runs north to south. Large sections of these 
watercourses are tree lined. 
 
Summary - Identified habitat connections include: 
 
1) The Nant y Wilcae Brook is situated along the southern edge of the 
village. Its banks are lined for the most part by trees, which connect in places 
to small areas of woodland. Its physical extent and semi-natural buffer make it 
a valuable corridor for the movement of wildlife through Raglan and into the 
wider countryside. 
 
2) The Barton Brook extends north to south through central Raglan. It is, 
however, culverted under the A40, which presents a barrier to continuous 
movement of wildlife through Raglan. 
 
The northern section is lined by mature trees, woodland and scrub and rough 
grassland and presents a valuable corridor for wildlife. The southern section is 
tree lined along much of its length. The value of the corridor is reduced 
through the village itself where the semi-natural buffer is reduced by the close 
vicinity of private residences. Despite the barrier presented by the A40 to 
movement along the extent of the Barton Brook, both the southern and 
northern corridors extend and link with other linear features outside the 
settlement boundary making the Brook a valuable ecological feature in 
Raglan. 
 
3) The A40 dual carriageway runs along the northern edge of the village. 
Much of the verges are lined with well-established broadleaved trees together 
with semi-improved grassland. The verges and associated semi-natural 
habitat represent an important corridor for the movement of species in and out 
of Raglan. 
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4) Hedgerows are evident around many of the agricultural fields surrounding 
the village of Raglan. The hedgerows appear to be of variable condition and 
are defunct in many cases as stockproof field boundaries. However they 
provide local connections to the linear features listed above; for example 
augmenting the tree lined Barton Brook and Nant y Wilcae corridors. 
Furthermore they provide linkage to hedgerow networks beyond the 
settlement boundary, aiding the potential movement of wildlife. 
 
Connectivity with the wider landscape 
 
Unlike many other villages, Raglan’s growth has not been focused around a 
major watercourse but rather around the castle. It is relatively isolated from 
ecologically valuable sites in the wider landscape.  
 
There are no statutory protected sites close to Raglan. Two small grassland 
SINCs lie c0.5km from the buffer boundary. There are several ASNW SINCs 
surrounding the village but the nearest is over a 1km away. Small 
watercourses, hedgerows and the verges of the A40 dual carriageway provide 
the major corridors for species movement in and out of Raglan. The A40 also 
connects with the A449 dual carriageway further extending its potential value 
as a linear connectivity feature.  
 
Opportunities to strengthen existing connectivity 
 
Strengthen the existing primary route of connectivity and overcome barriers. 
 
1) Strengthen the robustness of the south end of the Nant y Wilcae corridor. 
Widen the buffer with adjacent arable fields, and reinforce habitat linkage with 
the Barton Brook. Strengthen the north end of the Barton Brook Corridor. 
 
3) Strengthen the A40 corridor: ensure tree lines and hedgerows are well 
connected and sensitively managed. Ensure sensitive management and 
extension of grassland verges. The dual carriageway splits the Barton Brook 
corridor, with the brook culverted underneath it. The culvert will present a 
barrier to the movement of some wildlife. Exploration of how significant a 
barrier it represents, in order to help inform the need for a possible resolution 
may be of value. 
 
4) Strengthen the connectivity of watercourses, the most extensive semi-
natural corridors in Raglan. 
 
5) Ensure hedgerows are sensitively managed and well connected. 
 
6) Ensure current blocks of semi-natural habitat and protected sites are 
sensitively managed and their extent increased where appropriate. 
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Opportunities to enhance connectivity 
 
Opportunities for enhancing habitat connectivity are identified to be building a 
link between the northern and southern end of a small watercourse (in the 
east of the settlement) and the rest of the primary route of connectivity.  
 
Four further opportunities are identified to form/enhance links between the 
primary route of connectivity and additional habitat patches located to the 
south of the A40 dual carriageway. These habitat patches comprise small 
groups of trees. 
 
Great Crested Newts and Ponds 
 
Clusters of connected ponds are identified both within and to the north and 
south of Raglan.  
 
Opportunities are identified both to connect clusters within the settlement 
(forging a link between pond clusters in the east and west of the settlement), 
but also to improve connectivity with ponds beyond the settlement boundary. 
Improving connectivity with ponds beyond the settlement boundary may be 
the more appropriate option; encouraging GCN movement around the 
perimeters of the main urban area and also into the wider landscape rather 
than through the built environment of Raglan. 
 
Examples include the opportunities to link ponds in the north west of the 
settlement, to the two ponds near Cefn-coch farm and Great Mynach Farm 
and also to link the concentration of ponds in the east and south of Raglan to 
a pond cluster by Twyn-y-Sherriff. 
 











   
Gwent Ecology 
Seddon House, Dingestow, Monmouth, NP25 4DY  
 

81

5.2.7 Settlement 12: Penperlleni  
 
Existing habitat connectivity within the settlement 
 
Penperlleni is a small village located between Usk and Abergavenny. A 
railway line runs north-south through the settlement dividing it into two, yet 
providing considerable linkage into the wider landscape. The settlement does 
not contain any main rivers but smaller watercourses provide linear corridors 
and links with other semi-natural corridors through the settlement and feed 
into the River Usk beyond the settlement boundary. 
 
Two grassland SINCs lie within the western half of the site. Otherwise, no 
other protected sites occur within the settlement. A small area of ASNW SINC 
abuts the south-west boundary, and a grassland SINC lies close to the 
settlement boundary.  
 
Wern Fawr Woodland and a series of small watercourses (which flow into the 
Nant y Robwl) lie at the north of the settlement and connect with Chapel Lane 
Meadow grassland SINC. Nominally connected via watercourses with the 
railway (and its verges), this represents the most extensive route of 
connectivity through the settlement.  
 
Two other mixed semi-natural habitat units also provide connectivity: Land 
West of Fairfield and Penperlleni grassland SINC plus adjacent woodland, 
and a woodland/watercourse unit near Ty-Llwyd Farm. 
 
The main urban zone of Penperlleni appears to have few semi-natural 
corridors. Here the main corridor is a watercourse which flows into the Nant y 
Robwl at the northern edge of the settlement.  
 
Summary – Identified habitat connections include: 
 
1) The railway’s semi-natural verges together with small watercourses 
provide a linear corridor through the settlement. It is further connected with 
Wern Fawr Woodland, small watercourses and Chapel Lane Meadow 
grassland SINC to create an extensive route of connectivity in the settlement. 
The watercourse flowing into the Nant y Robwl, represents the main semi-
natural corridor through the main residential area of Penperlleni.  
 
2) Mixed semi-natural habitat units. Land West of Fairfield grassland SINC 
and adjacent woodland, together with a woodland/watercourse network near 
Ty-Llywd farm represent the other main semi-natural habitat features in the 
settlement and may act as stepping stones for wildlife movement. 
 
3) Hedgerows provide connections to the linear features listed above and 
interlink to hedgerow networks outside of the settlement, for example in the 
north east hedgerows forge a link between the railway verges and the 
settlement’s field systems and beyond into the wider landscape. In the south 
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east of the settlement hedgerows provide potential wildlife corridors between 
small semi-natural habitat patches.  
 
Connectivity with the wider landscape  
 
Penperlleni is surrounded by a series of important ecological sites. ASNW 
SINCs are scattered around the settlement, with a higher density in the east 
and west. The River Usk SAC and SSSI is c1.5km to the east of the 
settlement and the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal west of the settlement 
boundary. The next nearest SSSIs are Llandegfedd Reservoir 3km to the 
south and The Blorenge 5km to the north. An ASNW SINC straddles the 
south-east border of the settlement and Springfield grassland SINC lies in its 
close proximity. Wern Fawr Woodland extends beyond the northern boundary 
of the settlement and is located close to a series of other coniferous woodland 
units, including those around Goytre Wharf. 
 
Small watercourses, hedgerows and the railway provide the most extensive 
linear corridors for movement of species in and out of the settlement. 
 
Opportunities to strengthen existing connectivity  
 
Strengthen the existing primary route of connectivity and overcome barriers. 
 
1) Strengthen the robustness of the small watercourses which flow into the 
Nant y Robwl. Widen the semi-natural buffer where possible. This is the main 
corridor through the urban zone of Penperlleni. 
 
2) Strengthen the railway corridor. Ensure tree lines and hedgerows are well 
connected and sensitively managed. Ensure sensitive management and 
extension of grassland verges. Investigate the improved connectivity of 
watercourses where they flow below the railway.  
 
3) Ensure hedgerows are sensitively managed and well connected. 
 
4) Ensure existing blocks of semi-natural habitat and protected sites are 
sensitively managed and their extent increased where appropriate. 
 
Opportunities to enhance connectivity  
 
Two opportunities are identified for enhancing habitat connectivity between 
sections of the primary route of connectivity. The first is to link the main 
railway and woodland corridor to the Land West of Fairfield grassland SINC 
and its adjacent woodland. The second is to link the main railway and 
woodland corridor with the woodland/watercourse unit near Ty-Llywd farm. 
 
Further opportunities to form links between additional habitat patches (small 
groups of trees, woodlands that straddle the settlement boundary) and link 
them to the primary route of connectivity are identified. In the south east of the 
settlement this includes enhancing connectivity between small groups of trees 
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and Ynys-y-pica Wood and forging links between these groups and the 
railway line.  Towards the centre of the settlement, the opportunity to link the 
railway corridor with Land West of Fairfield grassland SINC (and its adjacent 
woodland), via a small cluster of trees (Fairfield road) is highlighted.  
 
At the eastern boundary of the settlement (near Pen-y-wern wood) an 
opportunity to link a standing water feature with the railway line is identified. 
 
Otters and Watercourses 
 
Small streams and drains represent the existing watercourses within the 
settlement. These connect outside of the settlement with the Monmouthshire 
and Brecon canal to the west and the Nant y Robwl in the north, which flows 
into the River Usk c1.5km to the east.  Otters are known to use the River Usk 
and its tributaries and are a primary qualifying feature for its designation as a 
SSSI and SAC. Otter records are also known for the canal.  
 
The main physical barriers to the potential movement of otters are 
represented by the railway, which running north-south through the settlement 
and beyond, means any otter would have to negotiate it if travelling between 
the two main watercourses in the area; the River Usk and the Monmouthshire 
and Brecon Canal.  
 
Roads often represent a significant barrier to the movement of otters. In 
Penperlleni small watercourses are intersected by the A4042 Usk Road at two 
points, presenting a potential barrier to the movement of otters. Outside of the 
settlement the Nant y derry and Chain Bridge roads intersect the Nant y 
Robwl at a couple of points, representing potential barriers to otter movement 
along the brook to and from the River Usk. 
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5.2.8 Settlement 13: Usk 
 
Existing habitat connectivity within the settlement 
 
The small town of Usk is situated on the banks of the River Usk, to the north 
east of Newport. The River Usk is a site of both national and European 
Conservation importance (SAC and SSSI) and flows north to south through 
the centre of the settlement. In addition, the Olway Brook, a site of local 
conservation importance (SINC) passes into and out of the settlement at its 
north east edge, and a series of smaller watercourses and drains flow within 
the eastern half of the settlement. These are connected with each other and 
other semi-natural features.  A dismantled railway runs east-west through the 
settlement running through a disused tunnel and over the River Usk on route 
through the settlement. 
 
Other routes of existing connectivity that were identified are represented by 
mixed habitat blocks. To the north, Cockshoot wood ASNW SINC and 
adjacent semi-improved species-rich grassland form a unit further 
interconnected by a series of small watercourses. At the west of the 
settlement lies a band of ASNW woodland, stretching approximately north-
south (and including Graig-yn-Allt SINC and Graig Foel SINC) and connected 
with small watercourses. 
 
A further small piece of woodland and connected small watercourse is 
situated near the north east edge of the settlement, near Glen Oak House. 
The woodland here is continuous with a spur of ASNW outside the settlement. 
 
The River Usk corridor and the interconnected dismantled railway represent 
the most extensive routes of connectivity through and out of the settlement. 
 
Summary – Identified habitat connections include: 
 
1) The River Usk is a significant corridor through the centre of Usk. It is 
accompanied by a narrow semi-natural corridor, sometimes including tree 
lines and scrub. The main urban zone of Usk is immediately to the east, and 
to the west it is flanked by the Caerleon Road. The corridor slightly widens at 
the north to include woodland to both sides and is further extended by drains 
which flow into the Usk. 
 
2) The dismantled railway represents a second linear corridor through Usk. 
It is accompanied for much of its length by dense trees and scrub, however 
sections of it pass through tunnels and the A472 does divide the corridor into 
two in the west of the settlement. The corridor is further extended through its 
connection to small areas of woodland and groups of trees near Usk Castle, 
plus a pond and series of drains. The corridor also extends to include the tree 
lined verges of the A472 as it enters Usk from the east. 
 
3) Three semi-natural mixed habitat blocks - At the north of the settlement 
lies Cockshoot Wood ASNW SINC and an adjacent semi-improved species-
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rich grassland unit, further interconnected by a series of small watercourses. 
Also at the north near Glen Oak House, is a small piece of woodland 
connected to a small watercourse. The woodland here connects with a spur of 
ASNW SINC outside the settlement. At the west of the settlement lies a band 
of ASNW SINC, stretching approximately north-south (and including Graig-yn-
Allt and Graig Foel) and interconnected to small watercourses.  
 
4) Hedgerows are evident around many of the fields towards the perimeters 
of the settlement, providing local connectivity. They further extend the linear 
connectivity of the features above, for example hedgerows intersect at a 
number of points with both Graig-yn-Allt/Graig Foel woodland and the tree 
lined disused railway. In addition hedgerows line many of the minor roads 
within the settlement and interlink with hedgerow networks outside the 
settlement.  
 
1) and 2) are connected and together provide the main linear route of 
connectivity through the settlement. 
 
Connectivity with the wider landscape  
 
The River Usk has huge ecological influence and together with its tributaries 
(including the Olway Brook) provides a far reaching route of connectivity 
between the settlement to the wider landscape and ecologically important 
sites. For example, it connects with the River Severn c18km to the south, a 
site of international conservation importance. The interconnected dismantled 
railway provides a further link to ecologically important sites for example 
Berthin Brook SINC and adjacent ASNW SINC.  
 
Straddling the north east and west edges of the settlement, ASNWs provide a 
link to further ASNWs beyond the settlement. Lying close to the north and 
west of the settlement and radiating out are further scattered ASNW SINC 
units and some small grassland SINCs. Further away (7.5 km to the south 
west) lies the PAWS of Wentwood. The nearest SSSI (Llandegfedd Reservoir) 
is 3.5km to the west of Usk and 2.5km to the east are a series of grassland 
SINCs near GWT’s Springdale Farm Reserve. 
 
Opportunities to strengthen existing connectivity 
 
Strengthen the existing primary route of connectivity and overcome barriers. 
 
1) Strengthen the dismantled railway corridor. Ensure tree line and hedgerows 
are well connected and sensitively managed. Ensure sensitive management 
of grassland verges. Improve linkage of the disused viaduct with other nearby 
semi-natural habitats to further bolster corridors through the settlement 
 
2) Strengthen the River Usk corridor, the most extensive semi-natural corridor 
in and out of Usk. Ensure a buffer of semi-natural habitat with adjacent fields 
and the built urban landscape and connect with near-by areas of semi-natural 
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habitat where possible. Extend this to include examination of the 
concentration of smaller watercourses in the east of the settlement. 
 
3) Ensure hedgerows are sensitively managed and well-connected. 
 
4) Ensure current blocks of semi-natural habitat and protected sites are 
sensitively managed and their extent increased where appropriate. 
 
Opportunities to enhance connectivity 
 
Opportunities are identified in the north east of the settlement to link different 
sections of the primary route of connectivity; these are to link the mixed 
habitat blocks around Cockshoot Wood ASNW SINC and Glen Oak House 
with the dismantled railway corridor. 
 
A series of further opportunities are identified to build links between small 
additional habitat patches and the River Usk corridor, band of ASNW (Graig-
yn-Allt SINC and Graig Foel SINC) and the dismantled railway corridor. Many 
of the opportunities involve forming links between small groups of trees on the 
outskirts of the main urban zone of Usk, and the River Usk to the west and 
dismantled railway to the north. Specific examples in the south of the 
settlement include linking a group of trees to the south of a nursery (on Baron 
Street) with the River Usk corridor, and linking Langates wood with Graig-yn-
Allt ASNW SINC.  
 
In the north opportunities include linking a group of trees and a pond at the 
end of Castle Oak Road, to the dismantled railway to the south and 
Cockshoot wood/semi improved grassland to the north. 
 
Great Crested Newts and Ponds 
 
Pond density and connectivity is greatest in the eastern half of the settlement, 
where a cluster of connected ponds are situated in the Castle Oaks and 
Monmouth road area. These are connected to a further cluster of ponds in the 
north west of the settlement, which extend beyond the settlement buffer near 
Beech Hill Farm. 
 
A smaller cluster of ponds lies at the south east edge of the settlement. An 
opportunity is identified to link these to the main cluster of ponds described 
above. The two pond clusters lie in close vicinity. In addition a single pond lies 
to the west of the River Usk. Again there is an opportunity to link this with the 
main cluster of ponds in the east of the settlement. 
 
Further pond clusters are located around the settlement boundary with a 
particular concentration of three pond groups to the south/south west of the 
settlement near Llanbadoc. Opportunities to forge links between these 
individual clusters and also to pond groups within the settlement are identified. 
For example there is an opportunity to link the ponds south of Llanbadoc to 
the ponds to the east of Usk Prison.  












