
CCA Number CCA5

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all outstanding

Cultural landscapes Outstanding, Celtic Trail (High) runs thru

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

all in SLA

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

all in Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest; 
relic seawall SAMs

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Yes Listed Building

Summary

Key characteristics Levels in primarily pastoral use with some arable.
Small to medium scale irregular fields to west and around Whitewall 
Common and Undy Common and large rectilinear fields to the east.
Trees lie on reens, along lanes and around settlement but are less to 
the east.
Small linear rural settlements such as Whitewall Common and Undy 
Common are the main settlement within the area with sparse scattered 
rural farmsteads elsewhere.
The tranquillity of the area increases with distance from the M4 and 
railway but is also affected by the pylons/power lines.
The area forms part of the levels landscape which continues to the east 
and west and has a defined relationship with larger settlements which 
occur on rising land and with the Severn Estuary to the south.
Gwent Levels and Magor Marsh SSSIs covers the majority of the area, 
excluding settlement and an area to the east around Caldicot Moor.
All the area lies in the Gwent Level Area of Outstanding Historic 
Interest and in an SLA.

Landscape sensitivity High

The area has high landscape sensitivity as it is open levels forming part of the Gwent Levels 
which are of significant ecological and historic importance with a distinctive related character 
including sensitive features such as reens. Much of the area is in floodplain.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is of high ecological and historical value and 
sensitivity. Housing would adversely affect its openness and distinctive rural character.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes Almost all outstanding

Site MA01 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments primarily pasture with some arable

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

settlement visible on higher ground to the north

views from settlement over lower area towards the Severn 
Estuary

Site observation medium

Comments the area is intervisible with hills to the north and with the M4, mainline 
railway and settlements

roads

Views of development some Presence of people occasional

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors pylons/power lines that cross the area

...to key features ...from key place

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Gwent Levels and Magor Marsh SSSIs covers the majority of the 
area, excluding settlement and an area to the east around 
Caldicot Moor; SINCs at Barecroft Common, Bridewell Common 
field, Blackwall Lane field,

SAC NNR SINC Yes

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI Yes RAMSAR Yes

Characteristics

Landform levels

Landcover primarily pasture with some arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern small linear rural settlements such as Whitewall Common and Undy 
Common and sparse scattered rural farmsteads

Woodland cover trees lie on reens, along lanes and around settlement but are less to the 
east

Boundaries small to medium scale irregular fields to west and around Whitewall and Undy 
Common and large rectilinear fields to the east

Presence of water Comments reens

Scale large

Sense of enclosure open generally but trees enclose in places

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Summary medium

Comments the tranquillity of the area increases with distance from the M4 and railway 
but is also affected by the pylons/power lines

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a number of wider land holdings 
and has PROWs linking into the settlements to the north

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the settlement at Undy is mixed and low lying although with some local 
detractors

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms part of the levels landscape which continues to the east and 
west and has a defined relationship with larger settlements which occur on 
rising land and with the Severn Estuary to the south

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

medium

medium

high/medium

high

Comments the main receptors are users of the M4, local residents both within the area 
such as at Whitewall Common and along the edge of Undy and users of PROWs.

Receptors

roads/rail/cycleways

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA6

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 75% low, 25% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Outstanding

Cultural landscapes 80% outstanding, 20% low, Celtic Trail (High) runs

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

most in SLA excluding area to south west

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

southern edge in Gwent Level Area of Outstanding Historic 
Interest; listed buildings at Great House Farm and Moorgate 
Cottage

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Gwent Levels SSSI covers south west corner

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Gentle slopes on the edge of the levels of mainly pastoral with some 
arable farmland.
Small-medium scale irregular fields with a mix of outgrown and low cut 
hedges.
Tree cover around settlement and a few field boundaries.
Scattered rural dwellings and farmsteads.
The area visually relates to the levels landscape which continues to the 
east and west.
The area is overlooked by the M4, mainline railway and settlement and 
has reduced tranquillity due to their proximity.
Most of the area is in SLA excluding area to south west.
The southern edge is in the Gwent Level Area of Outstanding Historic 
Interest and there are listed buildings at Great House Farm and 
Moorgate Cottage.
The Gwent Levels SSSI covers the south west corner.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium landscape sensitivity as visually it forms a continuum of open rural 
landscape with the levels to the south and has significant ecological and historic importance 
in parts. The area is also separated from the settlement to the west.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is open countryside of open character related to 
the levels. Housing would adversely affect its openness and rural character.

Visual and sensory High/low

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes Almost all high

Site MA02 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pastoral with some arable

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity

Comments locally the area forms the skyline when viewed from lower land to the west

main settlement is visible to the west

the area is visible from the settlement edge

Site observation medium

Comments the area is intervisible with hills to the north and the levels and with the 
M4, mainline railway and settlements

roads other

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area is essentially rural but its tranquillity is reduced by the M4, railway 
and views of pylons and the settlement

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has a 
PROW linking into the settlement

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors three wireless masts

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform gentle slopes on the edge of the levels

Landcover pastoral with some arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural dwellings and farmsteads

Woodland cover tree cover around settlement and a few field boundaries

Boundaries small-medium scale irregular fields with a mix of outgrown and low cut hedges

Presence of water Comments one drain/reen

Scale small-medium

Sense of enclosure moderately open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a as does not abut area

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area visually relates to the levels landscape which continues to the east 
and west

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

medium

medium

high/medium

high

Comments the main receptors are users of the M4, local residents both within the area and 
along the edge of Undy and users of the PROW.

Receptors

roads/rail/cycleways

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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Comments disused sidings informally used for trail biking

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

CCA Number CCA79, part CCA6

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 75% low, 25% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Outstanding

Cultural landscapes 30% outstanding, 70% low

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Flat area of aggregate, scrub, regenerating birch and rough grass.
Apparently disused sidings used for trail biking.
Views are possible across area from M4 and mainline railway which 
reduce tranquillity.

Landscape sensitivity Medium

The area has medium sensitivity as it forms part of a green corridor of open land visually 
linking into the levels and separating Undy from Rogiet. The area is of outstanding value in 
relation to landscape habitats.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing due to the need to retain a green corridor of open land 
visually linking into the levels and separating Undy from Rogiet.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform flat

Landcover aggregate, scrub, birch regeneration and grass

Historical landscapes High

Site MA03 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with railway, M4, M48 and with gently rising land to north

roads other

Views of development some Presence of people frequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the character and location of the site by the M4 and mainline railway 
reduces tranquillity and also its apparent use for trail biking

...with settlement none ...with wider landscape none

...with adjacent assessed area? none

Comments the area appears disused with little functional connection with adjacent 
uses and no formal public access

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors area itself and adjacent M4 and railway and infrastructure

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms part of a green corridor of open land between Undy and 
Rogiet and linking the levels with higher land to the north

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Pattern

Settlement pattern none
none

Woodland cover scrub and birch regeneration

Boundaries outgrown hedge to north

Presence of water Comments -

Scale small

Sense of enclosure generally enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the settlement edge is indented by earthwork features and appears 
incremental

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

medium

medium

high/medium

Comments receptors include users of the adjacent M4 and railway and nearby residents

Receptors

roads/rail/cycleways

rural residents

urban residents

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA6

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 45% high, 35% low, 20% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes 95% low, 5% outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

Green Wedge across majority of area and Amenity Open Space to 
south

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Medieval moated site- SAM, near Courtfield and standing stone 
near motorway

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Listed Building

Summary

Key characteristics Gently undulating landform rising from relatively flat land in south east 
to north west where it forms the skyline.
Medium to large scale improved pasture fields rationalised to the east 
with low cut hedges.
Tree belt to the west on skyline but otherwise sparse field and hedge 
trees meaning the area is open in character.
Few rural dwellings, although Rockfield Farm is a focus on rising ground.
Key views are from the east on the M4 and also M48 roads which also 
reduce the tranquillity of the area.
The settlement edge of Undy is a standard linear estate with little 
hierarchy and is clearly visible from the east.
The area forms an important green gap function between Undy and 
settlements to the east.
There are two SAMs on the edges of the area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity as while intrinsically of moderate value, the area forms 
an important green gap of open countryside between Undy and settlements to the east, rises 
to a locally prominent skyline to the west and is highly visible from the M4.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has medium/low capacity because it forms an important gap function between Undy 
and settlements to the west and its openness generally and prominence to the west limits 
opportunities for development.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Historical landscapes 70% high, 5% moderate, 25% low

Site MA04 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high

Page 215



Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance prominent Complexity simple

Comments western edge forms skyline when viewed from the east including from the M4

area forms main rural setting for settlement from M4

-

Site observation high

Comments though relatively low in the landscape to the east the area rises to the west 
and has strong intervisibility with the M4

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people frequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area is generally dominated by the M4 in terms of noise and movement

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area may be managed as part of a larger land holding along with areas 

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors M4

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform gently undulating landform rising from relatively flat land in south east to north 
west

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural settlement of farmsteads and dwellings

Woodland cover strong tree belt west of Rockfield Farm but otherwise scattered mature 
trees such as oaks in hedgerows and in fields

Boundaries medium to large scale fields rationalised to the east with low cut hedges

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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to the north and a public footpath crosses the area linking the settlement 
with Rockfield Farm

Nature of edge negative Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the estate edge of Undy appears to have little hierarchy or positive form and 
is poorly integrated into the landscape , with the estate also forming the 
skyline

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area provides a setting for the expanded settlement of Undy and forms 
the lower part of the backcloth to the levels

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high/medium

high

Comments the area is overlooked by many travellers along the M4, M48 and B4245, as well 
as by adjacent residents and users of the footpath.

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors area contributes to the green gap between Undy and Rogiet

Potential Improvements more trees in hedgerows

Other
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CCA Number CCA6, part CCA19

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 45% high, 35% low, 20% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate

Cultural landscapes 85% low, 15% outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

Green Wedge to north east and Amenity Open Space to south

National Park AONB

Summary

Key characteristics Strip of land between the M4 and Magor and Undy.
Undulating landform falling from relatively flat hill top to east where it 
forms the skyline down to a valley bottom with stream and rising again 
gently to the west.
Medium scale improved pasture fields and small scale horse pasture 
with mix of boundaries including outgrown hedges, low cut hedges and 
fences.
The area to the east is moderately open but with some screening while 
the valley to the west becomes enclosed.
Settlement consists of a few settlement edge dwellings and small 
holdings.
Key views are from the east on the M4 to the skyline. 
The M4 adjacent reduces the tranquillity of the area.
The settlement edge of Magor and Undy is linear consisting of estates to 
the east and older settlement to the west, giving way to the brewery. 
Part of the valley floor is floodplain.

Landscape sensitivity Medium

The sensitivity of the area can be divided into three. The area to the east is generally flat 
with a slightly degraded urban fringe character with its eastern edge potentially prominent on 
the skyline when viewed from the M4 further east. Apart from the skyline edge this area is of 
medium sensitivity. The land then falls to the west to the valley floor with its floodplain 
becoming more enclosed with a more positive character, with the footpaths linking the 
settlement with the wider countryside to the north. This area is of high/medium sensitivity. 
West of the lane the land rises slightly with urban fringe not mitigated by the valley character 
and dominated by the M4 and junction, although a listed dwelling is adjacent to the east of 
this area and this is contained by trees. This part of the area is considered to have medium 
sensitivity.

Housing capacity Medium

The area has medium capacity because development on the areas of medium sensitivity would 
be acceptable providing a buffer was maintained with the M4 and development was avoided 
on the skyline to the east. Significant planting infrastructure may be required to facilitate this 
development.  The valley should be retained open to link the settlement with the wider 
countryside.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

Historical landscapes Low

Site MA05 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture, mainly for horses

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments skyline of hedgerow and trees to east visible from valley floor to west 
alongside housing to the south

glimpsed views of settlement from M4

views from existing settlement edge

Site observation medium

Comments the high ground to the east has medium intervisibility while the area to the 
west has low intervisibility.  Both are overlooked by adjacent housing.

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors M4 adjacent

...to key features ...from key place

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed building to south west

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform undulating landform falling from relatively flat hill top to east  to a valley bottom 
with stream and rising again gently to the west

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern cluster of small holdings/rural dwellings

Woodland cover

Boundaries medium scale improved pasture fields and small scale horse pasture with mix of 
boundaries including outgrown hedges, low cut hedges and fences.

Presence of water Comments stream

Scale medium/small

Sense of enclosure moderately open to east and enclosed to west

Diversity simple
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roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people frequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the M4 on one side significantly reduces tranquillity with its noise and 
movement while the settlement on the other side is visible.

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area does not appear to be managed as part of a wider land holding but 
has footpaths running through and across it linking into the settlement

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the settlement edge is of limited merit but softened in parts with vegetation

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area is overlooked by the northern edge of the settlement and separates 
it from the M4

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

high

medium

Comments the main receptors are the adjacent residents with users of footpaths and the M4

Receptors

urban residents

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Tranquillity

Noise sources

Other factors forms a green buffer function between the settlement and the M4

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA12

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 40% high, 20% low, 40% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 85% moderate, 15% outstanding

Cultural landscapes 85% low, 15% outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA south of the railway line; Amenity Open Space covers a strip 
of allotments

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest south 
of the railway line

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Gwent Levels SSSI south of the railway line

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Rounded hillside falling to the levels with predominantly pastoral land 
use.
Mix of irregular and strip fields with mainly outgrown hedges.
There is small semi-rural farmstead and reens to the south of the 
railway line.
The area provides a positive green edge to the eastern side of the 
settlement and links visually into the levels to the south.
The area lies between the brewery and settlement with a road with 
commercial traffic running adjacent all of which reduce its tranquillity.
South of the railway line the area is covered by SSSI, historic landscape 
and SLA designations.
An Amenity Open Space designation covers a strip of allotments.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is of medium/high sensitivity as it provides a green buffer between the settlement 
and brewery with a positive  landform containing the settlement and elements of value 
including the hedgerows and the designated levels to the south.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has medium/low capacity for housing as it provides a green buffer between the 
settlement and brewery with a positive  landform containing the settlement. Further 
significant development would close this gap and reduce openness, adversely affecting 
character.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Almost all high

Site MA06 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture with some arable

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments the area forms the skyline in local views from the north and south

-

the settlement edge and high points in the settlement perceive 
the rounded profile green corridor between housing and the 
brewery

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with the levels and with other hills in the settlement

roads

Views of development many 270 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area lies between the brewery and settlement with a road with 
commercial traffic running adjacent all of which reduce its tranquillity

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding but has no 
public access apart from access to allotments

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform rounded hillside falling to the levels

Landcover pasture with some arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern semi-rural farmstead to the south

Woodland cover trees along roads, railway and in a few hedgerows

Boundaries mix of irregular and strip fields with mainly outgrown hedges

Presence of water Comments reens to the south

Scale small to medium

Sense of enclosure open to the south

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the linear settlement edge is screened by the landform and vegetation of the 
area

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area provides a positive green edge to the eastern side of the 
settlement and links visually into the levels to the south

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

Comments the area is overlooked by settlement residents and adjacent road users

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA12

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 60% low, 40% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 65% moderate, 35% outstanding

Cultural landscapes 60% low, 40% outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA south of the railway line

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest south 
of the railway line; Wilcrick Hill camp directly adjacent to the 
west is a SAM

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Gwent Levels SSSI south of the railway line

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics A gently rounded hillside falling to the levels of mainly pastoral with 
some arable land use.
Mix of small to medium irregular fields with mainly outgrown hedges.
Trees lie along roads, the railway and in a few hedgerows.
The area is separated from the settlement but forms part of the rising 
backcloth just north of the levels and acts as setting to Wilcrick Hill and 
as a buffer between it and the brewery.
South of the railway line there is the Gwent Levels SSSI, Gwent Levels 
Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest and SLA.
Wilcrick Hill camp directly adjacent to the west is a SAM.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is of medium/high sensitivity as it forms part of the rising rural backcloth of open 
countryside just north of the levels and acts as setting to Wilcrick Hill and as a buffer 
between it and the brewery. It has intrinsic value in terms of historical and nature 
conservation designations south of the railway.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is open rural countryside separted from the 
settlement and acting as a backcloth to the levels and a setting and buffer to Wilcrick Hill.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes 50% high, 50% low

Site MA07 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture with some arable

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with the levels

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area lies adjacent to the brewery with power lines and a road with 
commercial traffic running adjacent all of which reduce its tranquillity

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding but has no 
direct public access from the main settlement

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors power lines

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area is separated from the settlement but forms part of the rising 

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform gently rounded hillside falling to the levels

Landcover pasture with some arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern clustered settlement at Llandevenny

Woodland cover trees along roads, railway and in a few hedgerows

Boundaries mix of small to medium irregular fields with mainly outgrown hedges

Presence of water Comments reens to the south

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open to the south

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a as the settlement does not border the area

backcloth just north of the levels and acts as setting to Wilcrick Hill and as a 
buffer between it and the brewery

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

Comments receptors include users of the mainline railway, residents in or near 
Llandevenny and users of PROWs

Receptors

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA7

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes 95% low, 5% outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

Amenity Open Space

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

in Gwent Levels Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Pasture/rough grass- not apparently grazed or used at present.
Irregular small fields with outgrown hedges and trees and fences.
St Bride's Brook runs adjacent linking into the levels.
The area is a significant and distinctive open space in the settlement 
breaking up the linear development but is separated visually from the 
rest of the levels by to an extent by the railway line.
It is overlooked by the railway line and  B4245 which also reduce its 
tranquillity.
The area is Amenity Open Space and in Gwent Levels Landscape of 
Outstanding Historic Interest.

Landscape sensitivity Medium

The area has medium sensitivity as though it is in poor condition it is a distinctive open space 
of rural character sandwiched between railway line and B4245 in an otherwise built up linear 
settlement. It forms part of the green corridor of the St Bride's Brook running towards the 
levels.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as this would reduce its open and rural character and 
close the gap of development along the B4245.

Visual and sensory Low

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Almost all outstanding,

Site MA08 Settlement: Magor

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture/rough grass- not apparently grazed at present

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

provides a small green space in incremental linear settlement 
when viewed from railway and B4245

provides a green space linking visually to the levels across the 
mainline railway

Site observation low

Comments the area is not widely visible screened by hedges and settlement although 
open to view from the adjacent railway and B4245

roads other

Views of development many 270 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area is sandwiched between railway, settlement and road and is small 
thus reducing its tranquillity

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area does not appear to be managed as part of a wider land holding but 
has St Bride's Brook passing adjacent linking into the levels

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform levels

Landcover pasture/rough grass

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover young trees in hedgerows

Boundaries irregular small fields with outgrown hedges and fences

Presence of water Comments -

Scale small

Sense of enclosure enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge negative Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the settlement form is 20C incremental development of mediocre design

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? limited

Comments the area is a significant and distinctive open space in the settlement 
breaking up the linear development but is separated from the rest of the 
levels by to an extent by the railway line

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

Comments the area is overlooked by settlement residents and adjacent road users

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors the area is in poor condition with little management input

Potential Improvements the area should be brought into beneficial use while maintaining 
its rural green character including retaining and managing 
hedgerows. Production of community grown local food or 
allotments may be considered.

Other
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