
CCA Number CCA17

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 65% high, 35% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 90% moderate, 10% high

Cultural landscapes High, Celtic Trail (High) runs thru

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Crick Round Barrow is SAM

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Hillsides culminating in Slidy Hill, sloping to the south.
A mix of pasture, arable land, woodland and part Caerwent military 
base to the north and west.
There is strong deciduous woodland ringing Slidy Hill, and at Little 
Wood which form an important and distinctive backcloth to the 
settlement visible from the M48 and A48 as well as helping to screen 
the military base and forming the local skyline.
The area's tranquillity is affected by it proximity to the M48 and A48 
and infrastructure of the military base.
Crick Round Barrow is a SAM.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high sensitivity as it forms part of the rising backcloth behind the settlement 
with distinctive landform and woodland forming the skyline in places and visible from the M48 
and A48. The military base has slightly degraded visual character but a SAM is of historic value 
to the west of the settlement.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has medium/low capacity for housing as it forms part of the rising backcloth behind 
the settlement with distinctive landform and woodland forming the skyline in places and 
visible from the M48 and A48. The military base has slightly degraded visual character butt 
housing is restricted by the presence of a SAM and the open countryside character west of the 
settlement and railway. Any potential housing should not appear to extend the settlement 
edge and should sit low in the landscape.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Low

Site CR01 Settlement: Crick

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high generally with the 
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Comments pasture, arable and part MOD depot

Prominence/ importance prominent Complexity simple

Comments Slidy Hill and associated woodland forms a local skyline

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments the area's hills and slopes are intervisible with lower land to the south and 
east

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the areas tranquillity is affected by it proximity to the M48 and A48 and 
infrastructure of the military base

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments part of the area to the south may be managed as part of a wider land 
holding but the northern/western part is part of the military base and there 
are no public rights of way

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors railway bridge across A48 adjacent

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform hillsides culminating in Slidy Hill, sloping to the south

Landcover pasture, arable, woodland and part Caerwent military base

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover strong deciduous woodland ringing Slidy Hill, at Little Wood

Boundaries irregular boundaries defined by a military base, roads and woodlands

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure a mix of open and enclosed

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge highly indented

Comments the edge of the settlement sits into the hill and is not widely visible although 
the depot and associated hard standings are a minor detractor

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments Slidy Hill and its woodlands form an important and distinctive backcloth to 
the settlement as well as helping to screen the military base

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

Comments the area is overlooked by adjacent residents and users of the A48 and M48

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements improve the depot adjacent, especially the frontage

Other
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CCA Number CCA19

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes High

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes High, Celtic Trail (High) runs thru

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Crick moated site is a SAM;  St Nyvern's chapel cottage is listed; 
adjacent are Crick medieval house [a SAM] and the listed Manor 
farmhouse

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics A minor valley of arable and pastoral farmland. 
There is a mix of outgrown hedges, low-cut hedges and fence 
boundaries and tree cover is mainly associated with M48 which 
overlooks it.
The area acts act as the setting to the moated site SAM/St Nyvern's 
chapel cottage and the listed Manor farmhouse and forms the 
continuation of the linear valley from the north east.
Commercial premises with lighting on edge of settlement is a detractor.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has a high/medium sensitivity as the field closest to the settlement forms the 
setting for the remains of St Nyvern's chapel and other listed buildings, and the area overall 
forms part of a distinctive linear valley in open countryside overlooked by the M48.

Housing capacity Low

The area has a low capacity for housing as the field closest to the settlement forms the 
setting for the remains of St Nyvern's chapel and other listed buildings, and the area overall 
forms part of a distinctive linear valley in open countryside overlooked by the M48. Housing 
would intrude on both the setting and the openness of the valley.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Almost all high

Site CR02 Settlement: Crick

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments arable and pastoral

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

 views over moated site and from listed St Nyvern's chapel 
cottage

Site observation medium

Comments area overlooked by valley sides including M48

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area has essentially a rural character but is affected by noise from the 
M48

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has a 
public rights of way linking into the settlement

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks moated site, although low key

Detractors commercial premises with lighting on edge of settlement

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform minor valley

Landcover arable and pastoral

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover tree cover associated with M48

Boundaries mix of outgrown hedges, low-cut hedges and fence boundaries

Presence of water Comments small watercourse

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure enclosed valley but open to view from within

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge positive Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the listed and designated structures and remains form a positive edge to the 
settlement although the adjacent commercial premises are a detractor

Comments the area acts act as the setting to the moated site/St Nyvern's chapel 
cottage and the Manor farmhouse  and forms the continuation of the linear 
valley from the north east

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

high

Comments main receptors are users of the M48, adjacent residents and users of the PROW

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA11

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Moderate

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Rising hillside [part of Killcrow Hill] with steep indented valley to the 
south.
Irregular small to medium sized pasture fields with low cut and 
outgrown hedge boundaries and scattered rural dwellings.
Strong deciduous woodland cover on steep slopes.
The northern part of the area is visible from lower land along the M48 
and from rural hills to the north west.
Killcrow Hill and its woodlands form an important backcloth to the 
settlement forming the skyline to the east.
The wooded valley froms a positive approach along the A48 from the 
east.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity as its northern slopes form the skyline and backcloth to 
the settlement to the east and are either highly visible from the M48 or from the A48 roads.  
The woodlands contribute positively to the character of the area.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as its northern slopes form the skyline and backcloth to 
the settlement to the east and are either highly visible from the M48 or from the A48 roads. 
The woodlands contribute positively to the character of the area. Housing would be prominent 
on the slopes or on the top of the hill or would adversely affect the character of the 
woodlands. The area is separated from the settlement by the strong barrier of the M48.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site CR03 Settlement: Crick

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance prominent Complexity

Comments outgrown hedge lies on skyline when viewed from the north

-

the area acts as the eastern rising backcloth to the settlement

Site observation medium

Comments the area is visible from lower land along the M48 and from rural hills to the 
north west

roads

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area has essentially a rural character but is affected by noise from the 
M48 and A48

...with settlement none ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has no 
public rights of way

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors M48

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform rising hillside [part of Killcrow Hill] with steep indented valley to the south

Landcover pasture and woodland

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural dwellings

Woodland cover strong deciduous woodland cover on steep slopes

Boundaries irregular small to medium sized fields with low cut and outgrown hedge 
boundaries

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open to north, enclosed to south

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the settlement edge is defined by the M48 motorway and associated 
embankment and vegetation

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments Killcrow Hill and its woodlands form an important backcloth to the 
settlement to the east

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

medium

medium

Comments the main receptors are users of the M48 and A48 roads and nearby residents

Receptors

roads/rail/cycleways

rural residents

Receptors 

Other factors the wooded slopes form a positive approach to the settlement along the A48 
from the east

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA19

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 65% high, 35% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics A small scale undulating lowland landscape with irregular small-scale 
fields with low-cut hedgerows.
There is a mixed plantation and tree cover associated with the adjacent 
M48 and railway
The area is an intimate landscape that relates well to the incremental 
and varied settlement edge and is visually contained by road and 
railway embankments and the settlement.
The area has essentially a rural character but is affected by noise from 
the M48 which overlooks the area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity as it a small-scale  intimate rural landscape that relates 
well to the incremental and varied settlement edge.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as any additional housing would erode the character of 
this landscape and potentially the positive character of the settlement edge. Any 
interventions would have to be very carefully handled.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform small scale undulating lowland

Historical landscapes High

Site CR04 Settlement: Crick

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

view to settlement from M48 and southern approach road

-

Site observation medium

Comments though the area is enclosed by the settlement and road and railway 
embankments it is overlooked by the M48

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area has essentially a rural character but is affected by noise from the 
M48

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? limited

Comments the area may be managed as part of a wider land holding and has one public 
right of way

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors M48

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? none

Comments the area is an intimate landscape that relates well to the incremental and 
varied settlement edge and is visually contained by embankments and the 

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Landcover pasture and woodland

Pattern

Settlement pattern rural dwellings

Woodland cover mixed plantation and tree cover associated with the adjacent M48 and 
railway

Boundaries irregular small-scale fields with low-cut hedgerows

Presence of water Comments -

Scale small

Sense of enclosure enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge positive Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the incremental and varied settlement edge relates well to the area

settlement

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

medium

high

Comments the area is overlooked by the adjacent settlement and rural dwellings and by 
the users of the M48 and the PROW

Receptors

urban residents

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA11

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost all moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Moderate

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics An open and very gently sloping broad ridge with land falling away 
within the area to the south west.
Rectilinear medium scale fields with fences and degraded low-cut 
hedges.
Tree cover is very limited with woodland on steep slopes to the west 
and north west and occasional mature trees along with the B4245 the 
south.
Farmstead and occasional rural dwellings along adjacent roads.
The area lies the open countryside away from settlements.
The northern edge forms the skyline when viewed from the M48 to the 
north and west and the hilltop is exposed to views to the hills to the 
north.
The tranquillity is reduced by the adjacent roads the north and south 
and the openness of the area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity. Though the area has limited intrinsic value as a slightly 
degraded and open, flat landscape it lies in open countryside away from existing settlement 
edges and as a hill top has a sensitive skyline to the north visible from the M48. It is also 
visible from hills to the north.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is in open countryside away from existing 
settlements, on a hilltop with an exposed skyline to the north visible from the north including 
the M48.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site CR05 Settlement: Crick

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high

Page 143



Comments pasture with some arable

Prominence/ importance prominent Complexity simple

Comments northern edge forms skyline when viewed from the M48 to the north and 
west and also locally when approached from the south west along B4245 and 
generally any structures on the area would form the skyline as it is a flat 
hilltop

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments the area is visible from lower land along B4245 to the south west and from 
rural hills to the north west

roads

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area's tranquillity is reduced by the B4245 and A48 on three boundaries 
and the site's openness to these roads

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors roundabout with lighting and commercial development on A48 to the north 
east

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform very gently sloping broad ridge with land falling away within the area to the south 
west

Landcover pasture with some arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern farmstead and occasional rural dwellings along adjacent roads

Woodland cover deciduous woodland on steep slopes to the west and to the north west 
with occasional mature trees along B4245

Boundaries rectilinear medium scale fields with fences and degraded low-cut hedges

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium-large

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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...with settlement none ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? limited

Comments the area is not connected to settlements being located in the countryside, 
appears to be managed as one unit and has two public footpaths crossing the 
area

Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a

Corridor?

...with settlement none ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area is located in open countryside and has a flat hilltop which is 
intervisible with other hills

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

Comments the main receptors are users of the adjacent roads, a few rural residents and 
users of the public footpaths

Receptors

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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For settlement figures see: 

 Caldicot East, Crick, Portskewett and Sudbrook figure after Caldicot reports 



CCA Number CCA37

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 60% moderate, 40% high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

in SLA and adjacent to National Park to west across the 
Monmouthshire and Brecon canal

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Blaenavon World Heritage Site to west across canal with listed 
bridges and listed Oak Cottage to the south adjacent

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Prominent and simple steep slopes rising up towards the ridge to the 
west with gentler slopes to the east.
The steep slopes and ridge act as a backcloth to the settlement.
Pasture with some trees on irregular low cut field boundaries and along 
stream courses.
Overlooked and bounded by the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal and 
other receptors include users of the busy A4042 to the south west.
Chicken sheds to the south are detractors.
Lying fully within SLA and directly adjacent to National Park and the 
Blaenavon World Heritage Site.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is of high/medium sensitivity as the prominent steep pastoral slopes on the western 
part of the area form an important element of the ridge/Blorenge hillside and an immediate 
backcloth to the settlement. The area also directly bounds the National Park and Blaenavon 
World Heritage Site. The lower slopes are part of open countryside and also contribute to the 
setting of the National Park and the rural approaches to the settlement.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area is of medium/low capacity for housing as the prominent pastoral slopes form an 
integral part of the ridge slopes leading to the National Park to the west and are highly visible 
from across the valley to the north east, in closer views from the canal with its footpath and 
from the A4042 to the south east. The area also forms a positive immediate backcloth to the 
settlement. The area also directly bounds the National Park and Blaenavon World Heritage 
Site. The only opportunity would be for a couple of rural houses in a discreet location which 
are very limited.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes High

Site L01 Settlement: Llanellen

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture with part of area to the south used for chicken sheds and car boot 
sales

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

views from the canal and from the A4042 and B4269 to the 
settlement

views from the settlement edge to the hill backcloth

Site observation high

Comments slopes exposed to views across the valley, especially on the western side of 
the area, and to views from the roads such as the A4042

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors chicken sheds at Llanellan Court

...to key features ...from key place

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform lower concave slopes of Coed-y-Prior ridge steepening significantly to the west 
[forms part of Blorenge and southern National Park ridge]

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered farmsteads and rural dwellings

Woodland cover limited tree cover within area on field boundaries, along small 
watercourses, around dwellings with substantial woodland and forest 
plantation on steep slopes to the west

Boundaries irregular medium and small sized fields with generally low cut hedges and 
rationalised to an extent to the south of Llanellen

Presence of water Comments springs and small stream courses with canal adjacent

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Comments the presence of the busy A4042 to the south and views of the expanded 
village of Llanellen reduce the tranquillity of the area

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has a 
public footpath which links the wider countryside and National Park with the 
settlement

Nature of edge negative Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the settlement has expanded incrementally in housing estate development 
which forms a relatively unmitigated linear edge to the south, east and west. 
The northern side of the settlement  forms a more indented positive edge.

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments forms part of the continuum of lower pasture slopes of the ridge on which 
Blorenge lies forming a positive setting to the settlement

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

medium

high

Comments the area is overlooked by a combination of rural residents, residents in the 
settlement looking out, users of the A4042 which has most receptors and users 
of minor roads and footpaths including the canal and towpath to the west

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements screen chicken sheds with native planting
increase trees in hedgerows

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA south of the A4042

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Llanellen Bridge adjacent is listed

Biodiversity designations 
comments

River Usk adjacent is pSAC and SSSI

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Lower valley slopes running down to the River Usk and floodplain. 
Irregular small to medium scale fields with low-cut hedgerows generally.
Strong riparian vegetation with occasional trees along roads.
Settlement in the area lies on the A4042 by bridge and scattered rural 
settlement to north west and south east
The adjacent main settlement is slightly unsightly.
The River Usk adjacent is a pSAC and SSSI and the area to the south is 
wirthin an SLA.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is of high/medium sensitivity as it forms part of the River Usk corridor providing an 
open setting for the river. Some of the area is within a floodplain and also in the SLA to the 
south. The area also acts as a buffer between the main settlement and river.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it forms part of the River Usk corridor providing an 
open setting for the river. Some of the area is within a floodplain and also in the SLA to the 
south. The area also acts as a buffer between the main settlement and river and any housing 
would close the gap.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site L02 Settlement: Llanellen

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

view of Llanellen across the valley across the area

view to Usk and valley from settlement edge

Site observation medium

Comments the area is visble from across the valley, from the settlement edge and from 
adjacent roads although it is more enclosed to the south

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area is open countryside but is disturbed by the busy A4042 and by views 
of the settlement edge

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has no 
public footpaths. The River Usk adjacent is a strong nature conservation 
corridor.

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks Llanellen Bridge adjacent

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform lower valley slopes and floodplain

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern edge of settlement on A4042 by bridge and scattered rural settlement 
to north west and south east

Woodland cover strong riparian vegetation with occasional trees along roads

Boundaries irregular small to medium scale fields with low-cut hedgerows generally

Presence of water Comments River Usk adjacent

Scale small to medium

Sense of enclosure enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge negative Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the settlement edge is generally of poor quality with limited vegetation 
mitigation and buildings of quality

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area contributes to the setting of the settlement lying between it and 
the river

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

high

high

Comments main receptors are residents of a settlement edge, users of the Usk Valley Walk 
to the north east and adjacent roads and rural residents

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors a small sewage farm by the river is well screened

Potential Improvements trees on the settlement edge

Other
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CCA Number CCA37

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

majority in SLA

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Orchard Farmhouse is listed

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics A very gently sloping valley side.
There are medium to large scale irregular arable or pastoral fields with 
low-cut hedges and trees in places
and a few scattered rural dwellings.
Overall a fairly open area intervisible with valley sides to west and 
A4042 which reduces the tranquillity of the area.
The area contributes to the setting of the eastern corner of the 
settlement but otherwise is is separated from it.
The majority is in an SLA and Orchard Farmhouse is listed.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is of high/medium sensitivity as it forms part of the open countryside of the River 
Usk valley floor with the river corridor to the north and wider countryside running to the 
steep slopes of the Brecon Beacons National Park to the west. The area has little connection 
with the settlement and is highly visible from the A4042.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it forms part of the open countryside of the River Usk 
valley floor with the river corridor to the north and wider countryside running to the steep 
slopes of the Brecon Beacons National Park to the west. The area has little connection with 
the settlement and housing would significantly extend the built form to the south east and 
would be highly visible from the A4042.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site L03 Settlement: Llanellen

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments arable and pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

on southern approach to Llanellen with view of converted barn 
on edge of settlement

view from settlement over area, mostly at a distance

Site observation medium

Comments fairly open area intervisible with valley sides to west and A4042

roads

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area is open countryside but is disturbed by the busy A4042 and by views 
of the settlement edge

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has two 
public footpaths

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform very gently sloping valley side

Landcover mix of arable and pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural dwellings

Woodland cover trees lie along some boundaries

Boundaries medium to large scale irregular fieldswith low-cut hedges and trees in places

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium to large

Sense of enclosure moderately open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments converted barn forms edge of settlement

Comments the area contributes to the setting of the eastern corner of the settlement 
but otherwise is is separated

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

medium

medium

high/medium

high

Comments the main receptors are users of the A4042, public footpaths and adjacent 
residents

Receptors

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

urban residents

rural residents

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements encourage trees in hedgerows

Other
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For figures see: 

 Abergavenny south figures after Abergavenny reports 
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