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PART 2 

LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 
ASSESSMENTS 
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4.0 EXPLANATORY NOTES ON LLCA 
ASSESSMENT REPORTS 

4.1 The sensitivity and capacity of each LLCA is set out on the following 
pages. Below, an explanation of the purpose of each section is set 
out. The definition of specific terms can be found in the Glossary in 
Appendix 1. It is important to note that the LLCAs are in settlement 
order.  

 Summary 

4.2 This section summarises the key characteristics of the area covering 
its landform, land use, vegetation cover, character and key 
designations. The overall landscape sensitivity and the capacity of 
the LLCA for housing uses are then rated and justified. 

 Landscape context 

4.3 The Combined Character Area is derived from the Monmouthshire 
landscape assessment 2001. The LANDMAP context includes the 
assessed aspects recently quality assured to the 2003 LANDMAP 
method with associated values expressed as a percentage of the LLCA 
area. These are for geological landscapes, landscape habitats, visual 
and sensory and cultural landscapes. The historical aspect to the 
approved 2001 LANDMAP method has been used as the basis for the 
historical landscapes value with associated information. A visual and 
sensory sensitivity evaluation is also included. This was derived in a 
study specific to Monmouthshire based on the 2001 Visual and 
Sensory aspect areas and associated data and is separate from the 
Visual and Sensory assessment carried out to CCW 2003 quality 
assured standards. This data overall acts as a context for the LLCA 
assessment. 

 Designations 

4.4 Landscape, nature conservation and historic conservation 
designations are listed in this section and comments made as to the 
specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive. 

 Other 

4.5 Other potential constraints on the area are listed which may 
contribute to sensitivity eg floodplain.  

 Function of area 

4.6 The main functions and land uses of the LLCA are listed with any 
additional comments necessary. Simple land use can indicate strong 
consistency of character of either positive or negative nature. 

 Pattern 

4.7 The settlement pattern, woodland cover, boundaries, presence of 
water, scale, sense of enclosure and diversity all contribute to 
landscape character. Water bodies such as streams or ponds can be 
sensitive and valuable features.Diversity can indicate a rich, varied 
landscape which might be affected adversely by large-scale 
development but in which sensitive small-scale development may be 
able to be accommodated.  

 Skyline 

4.8 The prominence and importance of any skyline in the LLCA is noted 
and its complexity described. Skylines are sensitive features as they 
are generally widely visible and any feature on them is brought out in 
relief against a light sky.  Varied skylines can be more attractive and 
valued although they may be able to accommodate small-scale 
change where the context, setting and key views and vistas are not 
adversely affected.  Simple skylines may be less attractive although 
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maybe the more sensitive to any change as it may be more 
noticeable. As a general rule, all development should avoid breaking 
the skyline. 

 Key views 

4.9 Key views are those views from publicly accessible places [which are 
used regularly or to enjoy scenic quality] towards features of 
interest. Generally, these are sensitive to change and development.  
Any landmarks in the LLCA or visible from the LLCA are noted.  Any 
detractors, or unsightly features, are also noted. 

 Intervisibility 

4.10 The degree to which the LLCA is visible to the area surrounding the 
LLCA is noted through site observation i.e. a visit to the LLCA. 
Calibration is as follows: 

 A high value equates to wide intervisibility such as on a hillside 
or on a hilltop and/or with little screening. 

 A medium value equates to intermediate visibility with less 
prominent landform and/or some screening. 

 A low value equates to a discreet area screened by landform 
and/or vegetation. 

 Any views of key features visible or key places outside or within the 
LLCA are also recorded. Comments are made on the key 
intervisibility issues. If the area has high intervisibility it is likely to 
be more sensitive to development than if it is hidden.  

 Tranquillity 

4.11 Tranquillity is broken down into the noise sources within an area, the 
extent of views of development and the presence of people. Views of 
development are defined by the amount that can be seen using, 
where appropriate the arc of view of development possible ie 180, 
270 or 360 degrees. The more and louder the noise sources, the less 
the tranquillity. The more the views of development or the number 
of people, also the less the tranquillity. An indication of judgements 
on the level of tranquillity are as follows although these may vary on 
a case by case basis depending on the experience of being in the area 
with some factors on their own dictating a particular rating: 

High- no urban noise sources, very limited views of modern 
development if any at a distance and very few people- a quiet 
rural area. 

High/medium- few urban noise sources, limited views of modern 
development and few people- an area with rural character. 

Medium- some urban noise sources, some views of modern 
development and some people- an area with intrinsically rural 
character which may be modified by urban influences. 

Medium/low- urban noise sources, views of modern development and 
regular encounters with people. 

Low- significant urban noise sources and/or significant views of 
modern development and/or frequent encounters with people. 

 

 Tranquillity is a valuable commodity, particularly in areas accessible 
to larger settlements, and contributes to sensitivity. Comments set 
out the key factors influencing the tranquillity rating. 

 Functional relationship of area 

4.12 The relationship of the LLCA with the adjacent settlement, if 
relevant, with the wider landscape and with an adjacent assessed 
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LLCA in terms of function is recorded. The function can range from 
land use such as agriculture through to the nature conservation 
function e.g. as a wildlife corridor. Some LLCAs may be 
interdependent with others and change in one may affect all 
adversely. 

 Visual relationship of area 

4.13 The relationship of the LLCA with the adjacent settlement, if 
relevant, with the wider landscape and with an adjacent assessed 
LLCA in terms of visual connection is recorded. Some areas can be 
important to the settlement in terms of providing a setting.  Other 
areas can provide a visual link out into the wider landscape. These 
links can be important and make an area more sensitive to change. 

 Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant? 

4.14 Some LLCAs may be interdependent with others and change in one 
may affect all adversely. 

 Settlement edge 

4.15 The age of the settlement edge is defined as either being pre- 20th-
century or more recent 20 to 21st century.  Often, where the older 
core of a settlement meets an open area it is likely to be more 
sensitive than a later development. The nature of the edge is 
recorded i.e. whether it is positive or negative. A positive edge is 
where the settlement contributes to, or is well integrated with, the 
landscape through form, character or specific features with no 
detractors. A negative edge is where the settlement forms an abrupt, 
jarring, poorly maintained or detractive edge which does not 
integrate with the landscape. The settlement edge form is noted i.e. 
whether it is smooth, linear or indented.  The latter tends to be 
more attractive and is often indicative of an older edge. It can be 
more sensitive towards proposed development than a linear, bland 
edge or an edge with detractors. 

 Receptors and sensitivity 

4.16 Receptors are people in a variety of different situations who can 
experience views within an area and who may be affected by change 
or development. Receptors focussed on in the assessment include 
urban or rural residents, users of public footpaths, roads, rail or 
cycleways and viewpoint users. These cover the main receptor types. 
These are attributed a sensitivity value and comments are made 
noting the particular receptors in the area. Those residents within a 
settlement [even a small village] are classified as ‘urban’, while 
those outside the settlement are classified as ‘rural’ for simplicity. 
Some receptors are more sensitive than others and will usually 
depend on the time that a view is enjoyed and on whether the 
viewer is intending to enjoy the view ie residents and walkers are 
likely to be more sensitive than car users. The more the number of 
sensitive receptors in an area, the more sensitive the area will be to 
change or development. The sensitivity ratings based on experience 
of visual impact studies are indicative and are as follows: 

Rural residents- usually high 

Urban residents- high or high/medium 

Long distance/public footpaths-high or high/medium 

Roads/rail/cycleways- usually medium 

Viewpoints- high or high/medium 
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Potential for improvement of settlement edge and overall 
mitigation 

4.17 If an existing settlement edge has a number of detractors or a poor 
relationship with the adjacent landscape there may be opportunity 
for improvement.  This improvement can either take the form of 
mitigation such as woodland planting or screening.  It could also 
mean that further development may be desirable provided it was 
carried out in a sensitive manner and provided a positive edge itself. 
Where such opportunities exist a comment is made.  If no such 
opportunity exists, this is stated as a dash. 

Use of dashes or blank spaces 

4.18 A dash is used where: 

 No comments are thought appropriate to an area 

 An attribute [such a key views, landmarks or mutual reliance of 
areas] is not considered to apply to an area 

4.19 A blank space is used where a designation or factor does not apply in 
that area. 



CCA Number CCA55

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 45% high, 55% low

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 70% moderate, 30% low

Cultural landscapes 25% outstanding, 75% high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

Summary

Key characteristics Steep sided, enclosed valley with small watercourse and limited flat 
valley bottom.
Bounded by settlement to the west and by Cardiff to Manchester 
railway line to the east.
Strong riparian tree cover and deciduous woodland on the valley sides.
Small-scale pastures on valley sides and bottom, some with horse 
grazing, and rough grass areas to the south.
Some Victorian terraces and isolated settlement in the valley bottom 
with some remnants of previous industrial development.
Timber processing yard on defunct railway sidings to the east on high 
ground adjacent to the railway.
Overlooked by housing to the west the limited views within the area 
which feels hidden and relatively tranquil considering its location.
Used for informal recreation in parts.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is sensitive because it has intrinsic value as an attractive mosaic of deciduous 
woodland and small-scale pasture in a steep sided valley with an attractive watercourse. It 
acts as a setting for the indented eastern fringes of the settlement. It is also used for 
recreation by local residents where access is allowed. The timber yard area may have 
potential in the long term but it is isolated from the settlement may become a precedent the 
developing intervening pastures.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has limited capacity for development other than potentially small-scale infill of one 
or two houses or development of the timber yard in the longer term. Larger than scale 
development would compromise and change the character of this small-scale mosaic 
landscape. Development on steep slopes would be prominent and disruptive.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes Almost all moderate

Site A01 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is medium
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Comments pasture for horses and recreational woodland

Prominence/ importance prominent Complexity simple

Comments the valley edge is prominent in short range views from the valley floor, 
often with mature trees

-

-

Site observation low

Comments valley generally enclosed with internal views although valley tops are visible

roads people

Views of development many 270 Presence of people frequent

Summary medium

Comments the presence of settlement to the south and west along with the timber 
yard, road and railway reduce tranquillity but in places the vegetation 
screens development and makes the area feel tranquil in pockets

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors timber yard by railway

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Cwm Mill SSSI on tributary of Gavenny River

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform steep small valley of the River Gavenny

Landcover pasture and rough land

Pattern

Settlement pattern small terraces relating to previous industrial or railway use and some 
industrial use

Woodland cover significant riparian woodland and deciduous trees on steep slopes

Boundaries small scale pastures bounded by outgrown hedges and trees

Presence of water Comments Gavenny River and tributaries

Scale small

Sense of enclosure enclosed by valley sides and vegetation- intimate in places

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments pastures appear to be managed as part of a wider land holding and there is a 
public footpath across the valley linking the settlement with the wider 
countryside to the east. The river and associated vegetation appears to act 
as a wildlife corridor.

Nature of edge positive Form of edge highly indented

Comments the incremental settlement edge allows for established vegetation to 
generally integrate the small scale built form

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the valley links in with valley to the north and upper slopes are visible to 
the the A465[T] road and railway

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

high

Comments settlement edge residents enjoy views of the valley, as do users of the minor 
access road. Users of the railway and A465[T] have glimpse views.

Receptors

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA55

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 80% high, 20% moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes 75% outstanding, 25% high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

National Park covers northern part of the area

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed buildings at Maindiff Farm and New Courrt Farm

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Gently sloping valley side on the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd Fawr and 
Ysgyryd Fach traversed by minor tributary watercourses.
Bounded by open countryside to the east and by the A465 Hereford road 
to the west.
Mainly arable, rectilinear fields with a low cut hedges and fences and 
few trees apart from those associated with the watercourses and new 
roads and lanes.
Maindiff Court Hospital appears as a series of scattered buildings within 
a very strong wooded parkland setting dominated by mature conifers 
with some deciduous trees.
Other settlement comprises of scattered rural farmhouses and dwellings.
Views are possible across the area towards the Ysgyrd Fawr.
Part of the area to the north is within the National Park while to the 
south it is within a special landscape area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The sensitivity of the area is high/medium because it is separated from Abergavenny by the 
A465 and railway line and forms part of open countryside of rural character rising towards the 
Ysgyryd Fawr and Ysgyryd Fach, for which it acts as part of the setting. The hospital grounds 
are of different character from the rest of the area with a strong coniferous tree cover. This 
effectively screens the majority of buildings from the rest of the area and would need 
retention. Part of the area lies in the National Park.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The capacity to housing is low in the majority of the area with the only small potential 
opportunity being within the hospital grounds.  However this is significantly constrained by 
the parkland character with numerous trees which would need to be retained.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes 60% high, 40% moderate

Site A02 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is medium
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Comments arable with some pastoral

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

forms lower part of rising backcloth to settlement to the east

Site observation medium

Comments area intervisible with Ysgyryd Fawr

roads

Views of development some Presence of people frequent

Summary medium

Comments the A465[T] and traffic to the hospital reduce tranquillity

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks Ysgyryd Fawr to north east

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform Gently sloping valley side on the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd Fawr and Ysgyryd 
Fach traversed by minor tributary watercourses.

Landcover Arable and hospital

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered farmsteads and dwellings with hospital

Woodland cover strong block of mixed trees associated with hospital but there are also 
trees associated with watercourses, new roads and lanes.

Boundaries rectilinear medium-sized fields with a low cut hedges and fences

Presence of water Comments tributary of Gavenny River

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately open

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding to the south 
and east and public paths run through the area linking the settlement with 
the wider countryside to the east

Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area acts as part of the eastern backcloth to the settlement albeit on 
lower slopes

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high/medium

high

Comments the area is overlooked by visitors to Ysgyryd Fawr, users of public footpaths and 
roads including the A465[T] and by rural residents in and adjacent to the area

Receptors

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

viewpoints

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other

Page 6



CCA Number CCA53

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost totally high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Almost all outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

part of the area to the north is National Park;  to the south it is 
within an SLA

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed buildings at Newcourt Farm and Wern Ddu farm

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

Summary

Key characteristics Gently sloping hill and valley sides on the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd 
Fawr and Ysgyryd Fach traversed by minor tributary watercourses.
Bounded by open countryside to the east and by the A465 Hereford road 
to the west.
Mainly arable, rectilinear fields with some irregular fields with pasture 
to the north and east.
Trees are associated with large houses set in parkland, lanes, 
watercourses, some field boundaries and a recent golf course. 
Settlement comprises of two large houses and scattered rural 
farmhouses and dwellings.
Views are possible across the area towards the Ysgyryd Fawr and 
Ysgyryd Fach.
Part of the area to the north is within the National Park while to the 
south it is within a special landscape area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The sensitivity of the area is high/medium because it is separated from Abergavenny by the 
A465 and railway line and forms part of open countryside of rural character rising towards the 
Ysgyryd Fawr and Ysgyryd Fach, for which it acts as part of the setting.  The area is partly in 
the National Park and contributes to the backcloth to Abergavenny to the east. The two large 
houses with associated parkland areas increase the sensitivity of the area although the new 
golf course and associated caravan park to the east have an adverse effect.  This should 
reduce in time as planting matures and should not be used as a justification for further 
development.

Housing capacity Low

The capacity to housing is low due to the open countryside, parkland and rural character of 
the area with rising slopes towards two prominent hills in the northern part in the National 
Park.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Historical landscapes 50% high, 50% moderate

Site A03 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture and arable

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments the south eastern part of the site acts as local skyline in views from A465

-

forms lower part of rising backcloth to settlement to the east

Site observation medium

Comments area intervisible with Ysgyryd Fawr

roads

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments traffic on the A465[T] reduces tranquillity

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks Ysgyryd Fawr to north east and Ysgyrd Fach to the south east

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform gently sloping hill and valley sides on the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd Fawr and 
Ysgyryd Fach traversed by minor tributary watercourses

Landcover mainly arable with pasture to the north and east

Pattern

Settlement pattern settlement comprises of two large houses and scattered rural 
farmhouses and dwellings

Woodland cover trees are associated with large houses set in parkland, lanes, 
watercourses, some field boundaries and a recent golf course

Boundaries mainly rectilinear fields with some irregular fields

Presence of water Comments small watercourse

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments settlement edge beyond A465[T] and railway and partially screened

Corridor?

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area acts as part of the eastern backcloth to the settlement albeit on 
lower slopes

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

medium

Comments the area is overlooked by visitors to Ysgyryd Fawr, users of public footpaths and 
roads including the A465[T] and by rural residents in and adjacent to the area

Receptors

viewpoints

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA55

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 50% moderate, 50% low

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes 70% outstanding, 30% high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

most of the area to the north is in National Park

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed buildings at Llantilio Pertholey including church of St 
Teilo

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Small, enclosed valley of the River Gavenny and floodplain.
Bounded by rising open countryside to the west and by Cardiff to 
Manchester railway line to the east.
Strong riparian tree cover and deciduous woodland on the valley sides.
Small-scale pastures, some ungrazed, on valley sides.
Small rural settlement of Llantilio Pertholey with its listed buildings 
including church with a stone tower in the valley bottom and plant 
nursery to the north. 
Recent construction activities have removed hedgerows in places but 
intrinsic character of the area remains intact.
Area north of the settlement is within the National Park.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area is sensitive because it has intrinsic value as an attractive mosaic of deciduous 
woodland and small-scale pasture in a small valley with an attractive watercourse. It acts as a 
setting for the Church and other listed buildings in Llantilio Pertholey the northern two thirds 
of the area lie within the National Park.

Housing capacity Low

The area has no capacity for development as it is a small rural area with a sensitive 
settlement and further development would significantly change its character.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A04 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is medium
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Comments pasture and garden centre

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments valley edges are skyline when viewed form valley floor

-

-

Site observation

Comments valley generally enclosed with internal views although valley tops are visible

roads

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the presence of the roads and railway reduce tranquillity but the area 
overall is rural and relatively tranquil

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments pastures appear to be managed as part of a wider land holding. The river 
and associated vegetation appears to act as a wildlife corridor.

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks St Teilo church

Detractors one Llantilio Pertholey dwelling and associated land management

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the valley links in with valley to the north and south and upper slopes are 

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform small, enclosed valley of the River Gavenny and floodplain.

Landcover pasture and garden centre

Pattern

Settlement pattern cluster at Llantilio Pertholey

Woodland cover strong riparian tree cover and deciduous woodland on the valley sides

Boundaries small-scale irregular pastures, some ungrazed, on valley sides

Presence of water Comments River Gavenny

Scale small

Sense of enclosure enclosed and intimate

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a

visible to the the A465[T] road and railway. The area acts as setting to St 
Teilo church and other listed buildings.

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

Comments Llantilio Pertholey residents enjoy views of the valley, as do users of the minor 
access road. Users of the railway and A465[T] have glimpse views.

Receptors

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements reinstate hedgerows removed

Other
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CCA Number CCA55

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Almost all outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

National Park covers the majority of the northern part of the area

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed building at St Teilo House

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Summary

Key characteristics Sloping valley sides rising towards Deri and the foothills of the Black 
Mountains crossed by minor tributary watercourses.
Bounded by settlement to the south and open countryside in other 
directions. 
A mix of small to medium rectilinear and the irregular pastoral fields.
Trees are associated with some outgrowing hedges to the south, on 
riparian corridors and with settlement including Ty Gwyn Hall. 
Ty Gwyn Hall has significant associated mature coniferous as well as 
deciduous trees in its grounds, to the south in particular, and as an 
institution, is slightly suburbanised by lighting.
Other settlement comprises of scattered rural farmhouses and dwellings.
The settlement edge is generally bland and linear estate housing with 
pylons and power lines close to the edge.
Views are possible across the area to and from the Ysgyryd Fawr and 
Black Mountains.
The majority of the area to the north is within the National Park while 
south of Ty Gwyn Hall it is not.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The sensitivity of the area is generally medium-high because it forms part of open sloping 
countryside of rural character between the Black Mountains and Ysgyryd Fawr, an important 
outlying hill.  It therefore contributes to the setting of, and is overlooked by, these elements 
within the Brecon Beacons National Park. At a more detailed level the setting of Ty Gwyn Hall 
and St Teilo House are a consideration.  The settlement edge is unsightly but is some distance 
from the listed St Teilo house.

Housing capacity Medium

The capacity for housing is medium due to the role of the area as setting for the Black 
Mountains and Ysgyryd Fawr. The settlement edge is a local detractor and there may be 
potential in this area providing this stops at a strong treed boundary and does not intrude on 
the skyline of the valley to the east or rise up the slopes to the west.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Historical landscapes High

Site A05 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is medium
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity complex

Comments the eastern edge of the area is on the immediate skyline of the adjacent 
Gavenny valley and the church at Llantilio Pertholey

views from Ysgyryd Fawr towards settlement are across area

views from the church at Llantilio Pertholey towards the eastern 
edge

Site observation medium

Comments area intervisible with Ysgyryd Fawr and hill slopes to west

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary high/medium

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform sloping valley sides rising towards Deri and the foothills of the Black Mountains

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern dispersed rural dwellings and farmsteads with one large house

Woodland cover trees are associated with some hedges to the south, on riparian corridors 
and with settlement including Ty Gwyn Hall.

Boundaries a mix of small to medium rectilinear and irregular pastoral fields with some 
outgrown hedges

Presence of water Comments small tributary to the Gavenny River

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open to the north and more enclosed to the south

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Comments the A465 to the east is audible and views of development to the south and 
power lines reduce tranquillity

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding to the north 
and there are public rights of way which link into the adjacent settlement

Nature of edge negative Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the linear estate edge to the south is unmitigated by vegetation

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area to the south links visually with the settlement but is generally 
screened by the vegetation at Ty Gwyn Hall which means the area to the 
north of this feels part of the wider countryside running north between 
Ysgyryd Fawr and the Sugar Loaf foothills

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

high

Comments the area is overlooked by visitors to Ysgyryd Fawr and users of paths running 
through the area as well as by rural  residents and residents on the settlement 
edge to the south. In addition, users of the railway to the east overlook the area.

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

viewpoints

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA55 plus small pt of CAA63

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 85% moderate,15% low

Cultural landscapes 80% outstanding, 20% high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

directly adjacent to National Park

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

south western part in Conservation Area

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

Summary

Key characteristics Part of a steeply sloping hillside rising up from Abergavenny to the 
Sugar Loaf complex of hills, reducing in height to the south west.
Predominantly a pastoral landscape of fields with low-cut hedgerows 
and occasional mature trees.
A sub station is a detractor with power lines to the west.
The settlement edge is relatively new and slightly prominent to the 
south.
The area forms part of the hillside setting to the town to the north west 
and is visible from the National Park to the east such as from Ysgyryd 
Fawr and from the west.
Paddocks to the south west are overgrown with tree cover and are of a 
different character to the rest of the area and also lower down the 
slopes.
Part of area to south west is wooded and forms part of The Hill centre's 
grounds or setting.
The Hill education centre and grounds to the south west in the 
Conservation Area provides a generally positive edge to the settlement.
The area abuts the National Park to the west.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The areahas high/medium sensitivity due to its high visibility on the steep hillsides to the 
north west of the town, its proximity to the National Park and its open character.  The 
detractors of the substation and powerlines do not disrupt this green backcloth significantly. 
The area to the north of the Hill centre is lower down the hill is wooded and more visible to 
the south and provides a positive setting to the centre which is a positive edge to the 
settlement.

Housing capacity Low

The area has no capacity for housing due to its exposed and sensitive location, its role as 
buffer with the National Park and the wooded setting to the Hill centre in a Conservation Area.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Historical landscapes 85% high, 15% moderate

Site A06 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is medium
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments new development on this area may form a skyline from close views from the 
south east

views across settlement from the National Park to the east and 
west perceive the area as a hillside setting

-

Site observation high

Comments to and from the National Park

people roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the settlement is clearly visible to the south west and  pylons and sub station 

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks

Detractors

...to key features ...from key place

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

SAM Conservation Area Yes Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform steep hillside falling from north west to south east and also falling from north to 
south

Landcover pasture with hedges except for south western corner which is unmanaged pasture 
with strong tree cover and somerough grass

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural with substation

Woodland cover a few trees in low-cut hedges

Boundaries generally low-cut hedges, overgrown to the south west

Presence of water Comments -

Scale small to medium scale

Sense of enclosure open with slightly increased enclosure south west

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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reduce tranquillity although the area feels quiet as part of the rural hillside

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a larger land holding which may 
extend to the north and west and there are public rights of way crossing it 
including those up the hill into the National Park

Nature of edge negative Form of edge moderately indented

Comments new estates and a school abut the area climbing the hill. These are raw in 
parts particularly to the south and west.

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Comments the area forms part of the rural hillside rising to the north-west of 
Abergavenny providing part of the settlement setting

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

high

Comments the area is visible from rural residents within the national park who overlook the 
area, from adjacent residents, from public footpath which cross the area, and 
from viewpoints within the national park including Ysgyryd Fawr which is at a 
distance

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

viewpoints

Receptors 

Other factors sub-station is a detractor.  College with strong tree coverprovides a 
generally positive edge to the settlement to south west.

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CCA60

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 75% moderate, 25% high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 20% high, 80% moderate

Cultural landscapes Outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

all within National Park

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

listed buildings including Llwyndu Court

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Sugar Loaf woodlands- pSAC and SSSI

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Yes Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Part of a steeply sloping hillside ultimately running up to the Sugar Loaf
Predominantly a pastoral landscape of fields with low-cut hedgerows 
with few associated trees.
Woodland forms a prominent feature on the upper hillside- Sugar Loaf 
Woodlands and is associated with parkland and riparian locations. 
The adjacent settlement edge is well established and integrated.
The area is part of the National Park and forms part of the hillside 
setting to the town to the north west and is visible from the National 
Park to the east such as from Ysgyryd Fawr, from the south and from 
the west.

Landscape sensitivity High

The area has high sensitivity due to its high visibility on the steep hillsides to the north west 
of the town, its location in the National Park, its listed buildings and its open character below 
designated woodland.  The detractors of the powerlines do not disrupt this green backcloth 
significantly. There is a well established positive edge to the settlement.

Housing capacity Low

The area has no capacity for housing due to its exposed and sensitive hillside location in the 
National Park.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A07 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture and woodland

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments structures on the area could form the skyline in local views when viewed 
from lower down the hill

views across settlement from the National Park to the south, 
east and west perceive the area as a hillside setting

-

Site observation high

Comments seen as part of the lower hill slopes leading up to the Sugar Loaf

people roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary high/medium

Comments the area is intrinsically rural in character increasing in tranquillity away from 
the settlement edge although roads and the settlement are visible from the 
area

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area includes land holdings which appear to extend tt the north and 
west and has public footpaths running through it linking the settlement with 
the Sugar Loaf

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks

Detractors

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform steeply sloping hillside running up towards the Sugar Loaf

Landcover pasture on lower slopes with woodland and bracken on higher slopes

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural farmsteads and dwelling

Woodland cover Sugar Loaf woodland, around Llwyndu Court and riparian vegetation along 
small watercourse

Boundaries generally low-cut thorn hedges with few trees

Presence of water Comments small watercourses running of the hill

Scale small-medium

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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Nature of edge positive Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the edge consists of a few large properties with walls and mature vegetation

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape significant

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Comments these hillside slopes act as important setting to the settlement

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

high

Comments the area is visible from rural residents within the national park who overlook the 
area, from adjacent residents, from public footpath which cross the area, and 
from viewpoints within the National Park including Ysgyryd Fawr which is at a 
distance

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

viewpoints

Receptors 

Other factors pylons and powerlines are detractors although are recessive when viewed at 
a distance

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate

Cultural landscapes Outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

adjacent to National Park

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Conservation Area the south east and listed building at The 
Pentre

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Yes Listed Building Yes

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Part of a sloping hillside ultimately running up to the Sugar Loaf.
Predominantly a pastoral landscape of fields with low-cut hedgerows 
with few associated trees.
Tree cover is associated with parkland to the west and a large garden to 
the east.
The adjacent settlement edge is moderately well established with some 
integrating vegetation.
The area is directly adjacent to the National Park and forms part of the 
hillside setting to the town to the north west and is visible from the 
National Park to the north and from the south and from the west.
Floodplain lies to the south east and west of the area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity due to its visibility on the lower hillsides to the north 
west of the town, its proximity to the National Park and its open character. The area of 
parkland to south of Pentre and a Conservation Area to the south east are particularly 
sensitive.

Housing capacity Low

The site has low capacity for housing as this would impinge on the setting of the National Park 
and there are no strong boundaries within the area to limit the further spread of 
development. Though more gently sloping than the steep slopes to the north any development 
would still clearly and visibly extend the town edge.

Visual and sensory Moderate

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Almost all high

Site A08 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture with a small amount of arable and some large gardens

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

area ois verlooked by lanes running up to the Sugar Loaf and 
the National Park adjacent

The Pentre [listed] overloooks the area

Site observation high

Comments the area forms the lower slopes of the hills around Sugar Loaf and is visible 
from the south across the valley

roads people

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the settlement is visible to the south and the A465 reduces tranquillity at a 
distance although the area feels quiet as part of the rural hillside

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of wider land holding including the 

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks

Detractors

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform gently sloping hillside running up to the steeper hillsides to the north

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern small cluster of dwellings to the north west

Woodland cover parkland trees and tree belt to the west associated with The Pentre and 
with Chapel Farm House to the east

Boundaries low-cut thorn hedges

Presence of water Comments stream courses to the east and west

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure generally open

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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area to the north and is crossed by small lanes linking the settlement with 
the Sugar Loaf

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments estate and detached  housing with some mature vegetation

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Comments the area forms part of the rural hillside rising to the north-west of 
Abergavenny providing part of the settlement setting

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

medium

Comments rural residents within and adjacent to the area overlook it , especially The 
Pentre and Llwyndu Court. Housing to the south also overlooks the area as its 
rising backcloth. The lanes running up to the Sugar Loaf carry cars with visitors.

Receptors

urban residents

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors The Pentre is a noticeable landmark building when viewed from the south

Potential Improvements increased trees in hedgerows

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes Almost all outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

National Park covers all but the north eastern and eastern part of 
the area

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Llanwenarth Church and a number of dwellings are listed

Biodiversity designations 
comments

River Usk is pSAC and SSSI

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Yes Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor  and lower valley slopes with drumlin bounded by the River 
Usk.
Medium scale irregular pastoral fields in good condition with generally 
low-cut hedges.
Riparian tree cover reduces longer views.
Small rural clusters of dwellings, some along the A40[T].
Intervisibility with valley sides.
Settlement edge provides a minor detractor including hospital chimney.
Predominantly in National Park and/or in flood plain.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity because it is predominantly in the National Park and 
intervisible with the designated valley sides. The majority of the area is also in the River Usk 
floodplain which continues to the east and west. The area is generally unspoilt although the 
main settlement edge is detractive to an extent. There are public footpaths including along 
the River Usk through the area which are also sensitive receptors.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has limited potential for housing development due to the landscape designation and 
floodplain. The least constrained part may lie close to the settlement edge but this area still 
has intrinsic value in terms its rural landscape character and other features such as a drumlin.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A09 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture with a small proportion of arable

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

on main A40 approach to settlement from the west

-

Site observation medium

Comments overlooked by valley sides in National Park

roads people

Views of development some Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the valley is intrinsically  tranquil but A40[T] is a noise source and there are 
views of the adjacent settlement especially the hospital when it chimney 
and the A465 can be heard at a distance.

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area is substantially in the floodplain which continues to the east and 
west, appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and public 
footpaths link the settlement with the surrounding countryside including the 
path by the River Usk and by Redbarn

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks

Detractors

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform valley floor and lower valley slopes with an apparently glacial drumlin-like 
rounded hillock

Landcover predominantly pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern rural dwellings in small clusters and along A48

Woodland cover trees are associated with riparian corridors, dwellings and along roads

Boundaries irregular boundaries of low-cut thorn hedges predominantly with some outgrown 
hedgerows and mature trees with fences around medium scale fields

Presence of water Comments River Usk and tributary stream courses

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge negative Form of edge moderately indented

Comments the adjacent estate is linear in character backing onto the A40[T] and the 
Hospital chimney is a detractor

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area lies adjacent to the A40[T] approach to the settlement, provides 
the rural setting for the River Usk corridor which continues both east and 
west

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments the floodplain continues both east and west

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

medium

Comments residents within the area itself, users of public footpaths including along the 
River Usk, adjacent residents and the users of the A40 and lanes

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost all moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 75% moderate, 25% low, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes Almost all high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

in Conservation Area except for south eastern tip and adjacent 
to SAM [Castle] and listed buildings

Biodiversity designations 
comments

River Usk adjacent is a pSAC and SSSI

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens Yes

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Yes Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor including floodplain adjacent to River Usk.
Small-medium scale pastures with strong tree boundaries and riparian 
vegetation
Area acts as riverside setting to core of settlement, Conservation Area, 
SAM of castle and listed buildings.
Forms an important and recreation corridor with public footpaths 
incluidng along Usk and some areas are used for informal recreation.

Landscape sensitivity High

The area is high sensitivity as it is within the Conservation Area and forms an important 
setting for the castle and other listed buildings as well as being a well used recreational 
resource including public footpaths. The area also is predominantly floodplain. The area to 
the south east is less sensitive but has views from the A465[T] towards the town centre and 
acts as setting to the river corridor.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is within the Conservation Area and forms an 
important setting for the castle and other listed buildings as well as being a well used 
recreational resource including public footpaths. The area also is predominantly 
floodplain.The area to the south east is less sensitive but has low capacity as it has views from 
the A465[T] towards the town centre and acts as setting to the river corridor.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes 10% outstanding, 70% high, 15% moderate

Site A10 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pastures used for informal recreation in part

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

key views to settlement centre along Usk corridor

key views out from settlement along Usk corridor

Site observation medium

Comments intervisibility with Castle and some visibility from upper valley sides and 
from adjacent roads eg A465[T]

roads people

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people frequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area is frequented by locals walking and partaking in other informal 
recreation, by noise of traffic from A465, adjacent car park and from road to 
west. Views of the town are also clear.

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments area well used in parts as a recreational resource linking into the 
settlement. The floodplain function extends south and west.

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks

Detractors

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform valley floor including floodplain

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern none- Abergavenny adjacent

Woodland cover mature trees along river and dividing pastures

Boundaries irregular small field pattern with mature trees and outgrown hedges with some 
fenced pasture to the south east

Presence of water Comments River Usk adjacent with tributary watercourses and 
drains within area

Scale small- medium

Sense of enclosure moderately enclosed

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments mixed edge, some positive with some modern interventions, generally well 
integrated with mature vegetation

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area acts as an important setting to the settlement including the castle

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments part of floodplain

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

medium

Comments main receptors are users of footpaths and fields for recreation. Users of A465[T] 
ansd Llanfoist road also view along the river corridor..

Receptors

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors A465[T] is a major detractor to the south

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes Outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

part of the area by the River Usk is within the Conservation 
Area

Biodiversity designations 
comments

River Usk adjacent is a pSAC and SSSI

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens Yes

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Yes Conservation Area Yes Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor and floodplain of the River Usk with lower valley slopes, 
some steep and some rounded.
Irregular fields of pasture with some arable and bounded by mix of 
boundaries from outgrown hedges to fences. 
Strong riparian tree cover and woodland on steep slopes.
Settlement of scattered farmsteads on rising ground.
Area has scenic qualities focussed on the river and enclosed by valley 
sides with views to Blorenge and towards Sugar Loaf.
The A465[T] adjacent and power lines are detractors and reduce 
tranquillity.
The area lies predominantly in the National Park to the west.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

This rural area has high/medium sensitivity as it is within the National Park predominantly, 
forms the floodplain in parts, and acts as a setting to the River Usk and Abergavenny forming 
a strong green corridor between Abergavenny and Llanfoist and the A465[T]. This benefits 
views to the settlement and from the A465[T].

Housing capacity Low

This area has low capacity for housing as the area is essentially a rural valley landscape with 
rural settlement patterns despite the A465[T] and power lines. The area is mainly in the 
National Park, on the floodplain and is part of an important setting for Abergavenny and a 
strong green river corridor with scenic qualities.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A11 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture and sewage farm

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments development on valley slopes would appear on local skyline when viewed 
from valley floor

views along valley floor from public footpath and from A465[T]

-

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with Sugar Loaf hills and Blorenge and with A465[T]

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the A465[T] significantly reduces tranquillity adjacent along with power lines 
but the area increases in tranquillity to the north west

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? limited

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding to the west 
and a public footpath links the settlement to the east with the countryside 
to the west

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors A465[T] adjacent and power lines

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform valley floor and lower valley slopes

Landcover pasture and sewage farm

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover tree belt to west and riparian trees

Boundaries irregular field boundaries, mixture of fences, outgrown and low cut hedges

Presence of water Comments River Usk adjacent and overgrown pond

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately enclosed by valley sides and riparian vegetation

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments part of green corridor setting to Abergavenny along the Usk

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

medium

Comments overlooked by farmsteads, users of public footpaths and by users of the A465[T]

Receptors

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements reinstate hedgerows

Other

Page 33



CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost all moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 90% moderate, 5% high, 5% low

Cultural landscapes Almost all high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

National Park on western part

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Blaenavon World Heritage Site south of B4246 and some listed 
buildings adjacent including in old Llanfoist and around 
Llanfoist Boathouse. Monmouth and Brecon Canal on the 
southern boundary.

National Park Yes AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Lower slopes of the Blorenge falling from the Monmouthshire and 
Brecon Canal.
Irregular fields of pasture, some in poor condition bounded by a mix of 
boundaries, mainly outgrown hedges.
Strong tree cover along canal, dismantled railway [now 
footpath/cycleway] and along field boundaries.
Settlement of scattered dwellings with plant nursery and commercial 
use to the west.
The area acts as setting to the canal to the south.
The A465[T] adjacent and power lines are detractors and reduce 
tranquillity.
The area lies predominantly in the National Park to the west and the 
Blaenavon World Heritage Site to the south.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has significant sensitivity to the south and west along the canal and within the 
National Park and the World Heritage site. It forms part of the setting to the canal and the 
Blorenge. The area to the east is less sensitive with the proximity of the settlement edge, the 
A465[T] and nursery, although the irregular pastures do have some intrinsic value albeit in 
poor condition in parts.

Housing capacity Medium

The area has low/no capacity for housing to the south and west due to the rural setting of the 
canal and the Blorenge but there may be some potential for development to the east of the 
plant nursery. The slopes west of the nursery are prominent and have very limited capacity 
due to their role as the lower slopes of the Blorenge.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS Yes

Historical landscapes Almost all high

Site A12 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture, plant nursery

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments the slopes are intervisible with the A465[T] and across the valley

roads people

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people frequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the A465[T] significantly reduces tranquillity to the north along with the 
power lines and the B4246 passes through the area. Tranquillity increases to 
the south.

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks canal to the south

Detractors A465[T] and power lines to the north and commercially use to the west, 
although this is generally well screened

...to key features ...from key place

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

SAC NNR SINC

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route Yes

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform sloping valley sides

Landcover pasture, plant nursery

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural dwellings with a commercial use to west and plant 
nursery

Woodland cover strong tree cover along the canal,  dismantled railway and in outgrown 
hedges

Boundaries irregular outgrown hedges with trees

Presence of water Comments canal adjacent and garden pond to the east

Scale small

Sense of enclosure enclosed to the south by landform and tree cover but with some views 
to the north

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments acts as a green corridor and setting for the canal to the south

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge moderately indented

Comments linear edge development to the east in Llanfoist with some mature 
vegetation

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms a continuum of the hillside from the Blorenge down to the 
River Usk, interrupted by the A465[T]

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

medium

high

Comments the area is overlooked by residents in rural dwellings and from the settlement 
edge and from the A465[T] and cycleway/footpath along the dismantled railway 
line

Receptors

urban residents

rural residents

roads/rail/cycleways

long distance/public footpaths

Receptors 

Other factors the pastures to the north and generally in poor condition with minimal 
management

Potential Improvements bring the pastures to the north into productive rural use improving 
boundary management

Other
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CCA Number CCA37

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost all high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

in SLA and directly adjacent to National Park

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

majority in World Heritage Site

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Yes Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Prominent and simple steep slopes rising up towards the Blorenge acting 
as backcloth settlement.
Pasture with trees on field boundaries.
Overlooked and bounded by the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal.
Lying predominantly within the Blaenavon World Heritage Site, fully 
within SLA and direclty adjacent to National park.

Landscape sensitivity High

These prominent steep pastoral slopes are high sensitivity as they form an important part of 
the Blorenge hillside and an immmediate backcloth to the settlement. The area is also 
predominantly within the Blaenavon World Heritage Site, in an SLA and directly bounds the 
National Park.

Housing capacity Low

This area has low capacity for housing due to its prominence, simplicity and role as part of the 
lower steep slopes of the Blorenge within one major designation and in an SLA adjacent to the 
National Park.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS Yes

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr)

SSSI RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform steep lower slopes of Blorenge

Landcover pasture

Historical landscapes 10% outstanding, 90% high

Site A13 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

area forms part of the backcloth to the settlement

Site observation high

Comments area visible to the Usk valley and to high ground to the north and east

roads

Views of development some Presence of people frequent

Summary medium

Comments whilst highly rural in character the area is bounded by the B4269

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of wider land holding and has one 
footpath which links into the settlement

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks canal

Detractors housing on the outskirts of Llanfoist is a minor detractor

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms a continuum of the hillside from the Blorenge down to the 
River Usk, forming a backcloth to the settlement to the north

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Pattern

Settlement pattern no settlement

Woodland cover tree cover on lanes and very strong tree cover adjacent to canal and on 
the slopes adjacent to the west

Boundaries irregular boundaries with trees and fences

Presence of water Comments canal to the west

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources

Page 38



Nature of edge negative Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the linear settlement edge is estate housing

Comments -

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high/medium

high/medium

medium

Comments the most important receptors are users of the canal and associated footpath. 
Users of the B4269 and adjacent residents also have clear views into the area.

Receptors

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes Outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

-

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

Conservation Area beside river to the north east

Biodiversity designations 
comments

adjacent River Usk is a pSAC and SSSI

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Yes Listed Building

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor and floodplain of the River Usk with rounded lower valley 
slopes.
Irregular fields of pasture bounded by mix of boundaries from outgrown 
hedges to fences with no settlement. 
Strong riparian tree cover and poplars around sewage farm.
Area is focussed on the river with views to the Blorenge , Ysgyryd Fach 
and towards Sugar Loaf.
The A465[T] adjacent and power lines are detractors and reduce 
tranquillity.
The north eastern part is in the Conservation Area and area lies 
predominantly in floodplain to the east.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

This rural area has high/medium sensitivity as it forms the floodplain in parts, and acts as a 
setting to the River Usk and Abergavenny including the Conservation Area forming a strong 
green corridor between Abergavenny and Llanfoist and the A465[T]. This benefits views to and 
from the settlement and from the A465[T].

Housing capacity Low

The capacity for housing is low as the area is essentially a rural valley landscape on the 
floodplain and is part of an important setting for Abergavenny and a strong green river 
corridor between Llanfoist and Abergavenny.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A14 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture and sewage works

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

views to Castle and and centre across area and from A465[T]

views from Castle and environs towards hills to south across area

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with castle and A465[T]

roads

Views of development many 270 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium/low

Comments the area to the north by the river is most tranquilalthough there are views of 
the town however tranquillity decreases to the south close to the A465[T]

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area is likely to be managed as part of a wider land holding to the south 
and has no public access

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks Castle and town hall to the north

Detractors A465[T] and sewage farm although the latter is moderately well screened

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Comments the area forms part of a grreen river corridor which acts as the setting to 

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform valley floor and floodplain with rounded rising valley side

Landcover pasture and sewage works

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover riparian trees and poplar trees around sewage works

Boundaries irregular outgrown hedges around medium scale fields

Presence of water Comments River Usk adjacent

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately enclosed by vegetation and surrounding hills

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments new development is being implemented to the north west of the site and its 
appearance is not known at present

Abergavenny and its castle

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high/medium

Comments the area is overlooked by the castle , by the A465[T] and by residents to the 
south east

Receptors

viewpoints

roads/rail/cycleways

urban residents

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes Almost all high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA directly adjacent to the south west with National Park beyond

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

World Heritage Site directly adjacent to the south west and 
listed building at Grove Farm

Biodiversity designations 
comments

Site of Nature Conservation Interest south of Grove Farm and 
adjacent River Usk is a pSAC and SSSI

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building Yes

SAC Yes NNR SINC Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor with floodplain adjacent to the River Usk and and number 
of ponds with land rising to the west.
Pastoral landscape of irregular fields poorly drained in parts, with 
outgrown hedges and trees in small copses and in some hedgerows.
Pattern of scattered farmsteads with the main focus being listed Grove 
Farm.
Part of the River Usk corridor enclosed by the hill slopes of the Blorenge 
to the south.
Exposed to view from the A465[T] which is a noise source and a 
detractor along with the power lines.
Settlement encroaching to the west.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

This rural area has high/medium sensitivity as it forms the floodplain in parts, and acts as a 
setting to the River Usk and a buffer to the National Park forming a strong green corridor 
between Abergavenny and Llanfoist and the A465[T]. This benefits views to and from the 
settlement and from the A465[T].

Housing capacity Medium/low

The capacity for housing is fairly low as the area is essentially a rural valley landscape next to 
the National Park on the floodplain and lower valley slopes, prominent from the A465[T] and a 
strong green river corridor between Llanfoist and Abergavenny. There may be some minor 
opportunities to the western fringes of the settlement.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes High

Site A15 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments the area is intervisible with the A465[T]

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the area is rural but is affected by the A465[T] to the north and is bounded 
by the B4269 to the south

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape limited

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding which may 
include the area to the north [A14] and is crossed by public footpaths which 

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors A465[T] and power lines to the north

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform gently sloping valley sides rising to the north west with low lying land to the south 
and east

Landcover pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered farmsteads

Woodland cover trees in overgrown hedgerows and surrounding small water bodies

Boundaries irregular medium-sized fields with generally outgrown hedges

Presence of water Comments number of small water bodies with the River Usk running 
adjacent to the east

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure moderately enclosed by vegetation and by steep slopes to the south west

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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link into Llanfoist

Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments recent estate housing development has been implemented which is located 
on higher ground and forms local skyline, mitigated to an extent by mature 
hedgerows

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms part of a broadening visual corridor alongside the River Usk 
and provides a pleasant setting for the village to the north-west

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

medium

Comments the area is overlooked by users of the canal and towpath, the A465[T] and 
B4269, by rural dwellings within the area and by adjacent settlement residents

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements some of the land is poorly drained

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Moderate

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Almost all moderate, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes High

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA directly adjacent with National Park beyond

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

adjacent River Usk is a pSAC and SSSI

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC Yes NNR SINC Yes

Summary

Key characteristics Monmouthshire Golf Course lying on the lower slopes and valley floor of 
the River Usk.
Part of the area is floodplain.
Strong tree cover along riparian corridor, in copses and adjoining 
fairways. The latter is mixed in character.
The area forms part of the River Usk valley green corridor in open 
countryside.
SLA lies directly adjacent and beyond that the National Park which is 
intervisible with the area.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity due to its contribution to the green River Usk valley 
corridor, lying in open countryside and is intervisible with the National Park.

Housing capacity Low

The area has low capacity for housing as it is in the River Usk valley corridor, lying in open 
countryside and is intervisible with the National Park.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

Floodplain (100yr) Yes

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Characteristics

Landform gentle lower slopes and valley floor and floodplain of the River Usk

Landcover golf course

Historical landscapes High

Site A16 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments golf course

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments the area has intervisibility with the steep slopes to the south west and from 
the north east

roads people

Views of development some Presence of people frequent

Summary medium

Comments the noise of the A465[T] is in the background and the area is frequented by 
golfers which reduce its tranquillity

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape none

...with adjacent assessed area? none

Comments a public footpath crosses the area linking into Llanfoist

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors -

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement none ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms part of the wider green corridor of the River Usk valley

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Pattern

Settlement pattern none

Woodland cover strong riparian tree cover with deciduous copses and mixed species trees 
adjacent to fairways

Boundaries n/a

Presence of water Comments River Usk adjacent

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure enclosed by vegetation and steep slopes to the south west

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge Form of edge

Comments n/a

Comments -

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

medium

Comments a few rural residents have views over the area as do users of the B4269  
adjacent and the public footpath

Receptors

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA36

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes 75% moderate, 10% low, 15% high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats 75% moderate, 25% low, Usk (Outstanding) at edge

Cultural landscapes 30% outstanding, 70% high

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

SLA north east of A40[T]

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens Yes

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting Yes

SAM Conservation Area Yes Listed Building

SAC Yes NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Valley floor with floodplain adjacent to the River Usk with land rising to 
the north and east.
Primarily arable landscape of rectilinear fields with low-cut hedges and 
trees associated with riparian corridor, dwellings and roads
Pattern of scattered farmsteads and dwellings.
Part of the River Usk corridor enclosed by the hill slopes of the Blorenge 
to the south.
Exposed to view from the A40[T] and A465[T] with associated junction 
which are noise sources and detractors along with the power lines.
The area provides a rural introduction to Abergavenny and is overlooked 
by residents in Llanellen.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The area has high/medium sensitivity as sweeping open countryside forming part of the Usk 
valley corridor and providing a rural introduction to Abergavenny and overlooked by Llanellen.

Housing capacity Medium/low

The area has medium/low capacity for housing due to its open countryside character along 
the Usk and its role as a rural introduction to Abergavenny.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI Yes RAMSAR

Historical landscapes 65% high, 35% moderate

Site A17 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments primarily arable with some pasture

Prominence/ importance not applicable Complexity

Comments -

-

-

Site observation medium

Comments intervisible with hillsides to the south west

roads

Views of development some Presence of people frequent

Summary medium

Comments the area is essentially rural that has major roads passing through it which 
reduce its tranquillity in addition to the powerlines

...with settlement none ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area may be managed as part of wider land holding and has virtually no 
public footpath access

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors power lines

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

Visual relationship of area...

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr) Yes
Characteristics

Landform gently sloping slopes and valley floor with floodplain

Landcover arable with some pasture

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural dwellings

Woodland cover tree cover associated with riparian corridor of the River Usk, and with 
dwellings and chicken processing factory and roadsides

Boundaries rectilinear medium to large fields with discontinuous low-cut hedges with some 
trees

Presence of water Comments River Usk runs adjacent

Scale medium-large

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge highly indented

Comments the northern part of the area provides a rural approach to the settlement on 
Abergavenny helping to integrate it into the landscape

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area forms part of the River Usk valley corridor and is overlooked by the 
village of Llanellen to the south

Setting?

Comments -

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

medium

Comments the main receptors are users of the roads and railway line which cross the area. 
There are also a few rural residents and residents within the settlements of 
Llanellen and Abergavenny.

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements hedgerow improvement

Other
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CCA Number CCA53

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes Almost all high

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Almost all outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

in SLA

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens Yes

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting Yes

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Sloping hill and valley sides on the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd Fach.
Bounded by open countryside to the east and by the A465 Hereford 
Road to the west.
Mainly arable, rectilinear fields with low cut hedgerows and remnant 
parkland to the east.
Trees are associated with Coldbrook Park, with specimen trees in fields 
and along some field boundaries.
Settlement comprises of dwellings in Coldbrook Park.
Views are dominated by Ysgyryd Fach with views across to the Blorenge.
The area is within an SLA.

Landscape sensitivity High/medium

The sensitivity of the area is high/medium because it is separated from Abergavenny by the 
A465 and railway line and forms part of open countryside of rural character rising towards 
Ysgyryd Fach, for which it acts as part of the setting.  The area is within an SLA and 
contributes to the backcloth to Abergavenny to the east. The remnant parkland area of 
Coldbrook Park increases the sensitivity of the area.

Housing capacity Low

The capacity to housing is low due to the open countryside, parkland and rural character of 
the area with rising slopes towards the prominent hill .

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Moderate

Site A18 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high
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Comments arable

Prominence/ importance apparent Complexity simple

Comments area forms part of skyline when viewed from A465

-

area forms part of the eastern backcloth to Abergavenny

Site observation medium

Comments area is visible as the lower slopes of the Ysgyryd Fach

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments though the area is rural in character the A465 and A40[T] are noise sources 
nearby and, with the pylons, reduce tranquillity

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the area appears to be managed as part of a wider land holding and 
footpaths run along boundaries

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors power lines across the area

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement some ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Visual relationship of area...

Setting?

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform lower slopes of Ysygryd Fach

Landcover arable

Pattern

Settlement pattern isolated dwellings in Coldbrook Park

Woodland cover trees around Coldbrook Park and as parkland trees in fields

Boundaries
rectilinear medium-sized fields with low cut hedges

Presence of water Comments pond in Coldbrook Park

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure open

Diversity simple

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the settlement edge is effectively screened by trees along the A465 and 
railway line

Comments the area acts as part of the backcloth the east of Abergavenny along with 
Ysgyryd Fach to the north

Comments Ysgyryd Fach and this area are complementary

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

high

medium

Comments the area is highly visible from the adjacent major roads, from parts of 
Abergavenny and by rural residents

Receptors

rural residents

urban residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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CCA Number CAA64

Combined Character Area

Geological landscapes High

LANDMAP Context

Landscape habitats Moderate

Cultural landscapes Outstanding

Designations

Landscape designations 
comments

in SLA

Historic/archaeology 
designations comments

-

Biodiversity designations 
comments

-

National Park AONB

Landscape of Hist. Interest Historic Parks and Gardens

Hist.Parks and Gardens essential setting Yes

SAM Conservation Area Listed Building

SAC NNR SINC

Summary

Key characteristics Distinct irregular conical hill of Ysgyryd Fach.
Bounded by open countryside to the east and by the A465 Hereford 
Road to the west.
Mixed woodland on upper slopes and hilltop dominated by conifers with 
some clearings.
Pastoral, irregular fields with low cut hedgerows and farmsteads on 
lower slopes.
The hill forms the backcloth to Abergavenny including key views from 
Castle Meadows.
Views across to the Sugar Loaf and Blorenge.
The area is within an SLA.

Landscape sensitivity High

The sensitivity of the area is high because it is a prominent and distinct hill which acts as an 
important backcloth to Abergavenny with views from Castle Meadows. It is separated from 
Abergavenny by the A465 and railway line and forms part of open countryside of rural 
character. The area is within an SLA.

Housing capacity Low

The capacity to housing is low due to its prominence, the open countryside and rural 
character of the area within an SLA.

Visual and sensory High

Aspect area value

SLA Yes

WHS

Country Park National Trail National Cycle Route

Other

SSSI RAMSAR

Historical landscapes Moderate

Site A19 Settlement: Abergavenny

Visual and sensory sensitivity The visual and sensory sensitivity is high

Page 55



Comments woodland and pasture

Prominence/ importance very prominent Complexity simple

Comments simple wooded hill top with open hillsides

-

hill forms backcloth to town including key views from Castle 
Meadows

Site observation high

Comments the hillside is widely visible

roads

Views of development one side 180 Presence of people infrequent

Summary medium

Comments the A465 and A40[T] reduce the tranquillity of the area to an extent 
although within the woodland tranquillity is likely to be higher

...with settlement limited ...with wider landscape some

...with adjacent assessed area? some

Comments the areas like to be managed as part of a wider land holding and has public 
footpaths which potentially link into the settlement

Pastoral Arable Horticulture Recreation Other

Function of Area

To settlement 

From settlement

Landmarks -

Detractors power lines to the south

...to key features ...from key place

Functional relationship of area...

Corridor?

...with settlement significant ...with wider landscape significant

Visual relationship of area...

Tranquillity

Intervisibility

Skyline

Key views

Floodplain (100yr)
Characteristics

Landform distinct irregular conical hill of Ysgyryd Fach

Landcover mixed woodland on the upper slopes and pasture on the lower slopes

Pattern

Settlement pattern scattered rural farmstead and dwellings

Woodland cover strong mixed woodland dominated by conifers with clearing on upper 
slopes and hilltop

Boundaries irregular medium scale fields bounded by low-cut hedges

Presence of water Comments -

Scale medium

Sense of enclosure generally open

Diversity diverse

Noise sources
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Nature of edge neutral Form of edge smooth/linear

Comments the settlement edge is effectively screened by trees along the A465 and 
railway line

...with adjacent assessed area? significant

Comments the area is a prominent hill with adjacent lower slopes acting as a backcloth 
to the settlement and Castle Meadows

Setting?

Comments this area and adjacent slopes are complementary

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant...

... visually?

...functionally?

Settlement edge

Pre C20 edge C20-21 edge

Sensitivity

high

high

medium

high/medium

Comments the area is highly visible from the adjacent major roads, from parts of 
Abergavenny and by rural residents

Receptors

rural residents

long distance/public footpaths

roads/rail/cycleways

urban residents

Receptors 

Other factors -

Potential Improvements -

Other
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