
 

 
Please find below the links to the Safeguarding Board websites for children and adults: 
http://www.sewsc.org.uk 
http://www.gwasb.org.uk 
 

 
Financial Exploitation 

 

Financial Exploitation is a way of stealing or defrauding someone of goods and/or property. It is 
always a crime but is not always prosecuted. Sometimes the issue is straightforward, for example a 
care worker stealing from an older person’s purse, but at other times it is more difficult to address. 
This is because very often the perpetrator can be someone’s relative, or other people assume it is 
not happening or that the older person is to blame. 
 
Common issues include relatives attempting to justify their actions on the basis that they are simply 

obtaining their inheritance in advance and the misuse of Powers of Attorney. Financial exploitation 

can happen because the older person can be seen as an easy way of getting money, particularly if 

they are dependent or confused.  

What are the signs of Financial Exploitation? 

 Signatures on cheques that do not 

resemble the older person’s signature. 

 Sudden changes in bank accounts, 

including unexplained withdrawals of 

money by a person accompanying the 

older person. 

 The inclusion of additional names on 

an older person’s bank account. 

 Abrupt changes to, or the sudden 

establishment of, wills. 

 The sudden appearance of previously 

uninvolved relatives claiming rights to 

an older person’s affairs or 

possessions. 

 Numerous unpaid bills, or overdue 

rent, when someone else is supposed 

to be paying the bills. 

 Unusual concern by someone that an 

excessive amount of money is spent 

on care of the older person. 

 Lack of amenities such as TV or 

appropriate clothing that the person 

should be able to afford. 

 The unexplained disappearance of 

funds/valuable possessions such as 

art or jewellry. 

 Deliberate isolation of an older person 

from friends and family.

 
Money is also a powerful method for somebody to control a partner/former partner. This may be 
limiting access to money/other resources, or by forcing all financial responsibility onto their 
partner/former partner while limiting their ability to manage. 
 
This may include:  

 Taking money from them 
 Not allowing access to shared money 
 Making them account all spending 
 Making them beg for money 
 Preventing them from gaining 

employment 
 Causing them to lose, or forcing them 

to give up, employment 

 Taking out loans, credit cards or 
accruing debts in their name 

 Forcing them to commit crimes for 
money 

 Not allowing them to buy necessities, 
for themselves or their children, 
including sufficient food 

 Spending money needed to maintain 
the home on themselves 

 

Adults who are being financially exploited are in need of safeguarding and 

support.  Report it to your safeguarding lead. 

http://www.sewsc.org.uk/
http://www.gwasb.org.uk/

