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RE:- CONTROL OF GOODS DISPLAYED ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY : ‘A BOARD’ DISPLAYS
‘A BOARD’ GUIDANCE
Dear Sir/Madam

The Council has introduced guidance to control the placement of goods and advertising ‘A Boards’ on town pavements. It recognises that a limited amount of street advertising and display gives colour and vibrancy to the street scene and adds to the character and atmosphere of our towns and villages, but it also has a statutory duty under the Highways Act ( section 149 )to maintain the footways primarily for the unhindered passage of pedestrians.   

In an effort to acknowledge these conflicting interests the Council has adopted a policy to allow traders to display goods and advertising hoardings on street footways on the understanding that they comply with the following criteria, viz;

a. The obstruction does not encroach onto the footway by more than 1 metre from the shop frontage.
b. That the residual unobstructed footway width is not less than 1.2 metres or the footway width, whichever is the lesser.  The footway width is deemed to be measured from the back of footway to the kerb line or the dished channel, whichever is the lesser.
c. That ‘A’ frame boards are secure so that they do not collapse if they are hit.
d. The sign shall measure no more than H900mm, W450mm (upto600mm), D450mm (upto600mm) approx., when displayed.
e. That all placements in the footway shall be highly visible or shall have a contrasting horizontal band at least 3 inches wide across its width, at the top, in order to render them visible to visually impaired persons.
f. Where the existing designated footways have less than 1.5 metres unobstructed width no displays will be permitted.
g. Exceptions by agreement may be considered subject to maintaining a minimum access width in pedestrianised areas or limited vehicular access areas.
h. That traders provide evidence, when requested, of Public Liability Insurance cover to the minimum value of £5,000,000 indemnifying the County Council against third party claims for damage or personal injury as a result of an accident involving an obstruction in the highway.
i. A one off licence is applied for, agreed and issued. No fee is paid for the license.

The above criteria have been established following widespread consultation with the Chambers of Trade and Commerce for the main towns, CAIR  (Monmouthshire Disablement Association) and the Town Councils.

Although it will be still possible for the Council to prosecute for an obstruction in the highway under powers within the Highways Act 1980 ( section 149 ), it would not be in the spirit of the agreement to do so for an obstruction which is placed within the criteria outlined above although it would be desirable to prosecute any trader who refuses to comply.

It is hoped that this policy will require very little policing and that traders will abide by the criteria in the knowledge that every endeavour has been made to strike a fair balance between the needs of traders to advertise their wares and the rights of pedestrians to have safe and unhindered passage of the pavements.

The Council wishes to pursue this matter in a spirit of co-operation, but will reserve the right to prosecute if the obstructions in the highway extend beyond the agreed limits or cause a danger or hazard to other users.

You will be contacted shortly in order that any street furniture, belonging to you, is licenced and complies with the criteria

Your co-operation in complying with Council ‘A Board’ policy will be appreciated.
 
Yours faithfully  


Steve Lane
Highway Operations Manager
Operations Directorate
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RE:- CONTROL OF GOODS PLACED ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY : ‘COMMERCIAL ITEMS’
‘COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY’ : GUIDANCE
Dear Sir/Madam

The Council has introduced guidance to control the placement of goods and advertising ‘Café tables and chairs, for sale items, displays and other objects’ on town pavements. It recognises that a limited amount of private furniture, sale items and displays gives colour and vibrancy to the street scene and adds to the character and atmosphere of our towns and villages, but it also has a statutory duty under the Highway Act ( Section 149 )to maintain the footways primarily for the unhindered passage of pedestrians.   

In an effort to acknowledge these conflicting interests the Council has adopted a policy to allow traders to display goods and place items of furniture on street footways on the understanding that they comply with the following criteria, viz;

a) Does not cause offence, 
b) Does not cause a traffic hazard or safety issue, 
c) Damage street furniture by their presence,
d) Compromise safety. 
e) Project must be of accepted quality and be appropriate, and
f) Will remove the provision immediately on the request of a Police officer, a member of the Emergency services or an Officer of Monmouthshire County Council.
g) To have and to display a licence, prominently, within sight of the items licenced to be in the footway
h) That the residual unobstructed footway width is not less than 1.8 metres or the footway width, ( this figure may be reduced, should MCC consider the risk is not increased by doing so ), whichever is the lesser.  The footway width is deemed to be measured from the back of footway to the kerb line or the dished channel, whichever is the lesser.
i) Exceptions by agreement may be considered subject to maintaining a minimum access width in pedestrianised areas or limited vehicular access areas.
j) That traders provide evidence, when requested, of Public Liability Insurance cover to the minimum value of £5,000,000 indemnifying the County Council against third party claims for damage or personal injury as a result of an accident involving an obstruction in the highway.
k) An annual licence is applied for, agreed and issued. An annual licence fee of either £60, £120 or £180 is paid. An administration fee of £62.50 for the initial licence, in the first year of a licence only, is also paid.

The above criteria have been established following widespread consultation with the Chambers of Trade and Commerce for the main towns, CAIR  (Monmouthshire Disablement Association) and the Town Councils.

Although it will be still possible for the Council to prosecute for an obstruction in the highway under powers within the Highways Act 1980 ( section 149 ), it would not be in the spirit of the agreement to do so for an obstruction which is placed within the criteria outlined above although it would be desirable to prosecute any trader who refuses to comply.

It is hoped that this policy will require very little policing and that traders will abide by the criteria in the knowledge that every endeavour has been made to strike a fair balance between the needs of traders to pursue commercial success and the rights of pedestrians to have safe and unhindered passage of the pavements.

The Council wishes to pursue this matter in a spirit of co-operation, but will reserve the right to prosecute if the obstructions in the highway extend beyond the agreed limits or cause a danger or hazard to other users.

You will be contacted shortly in order that any street furniture, belonging to you, is licenced and complies with the criteria

Your co-operation in complying with Council ‘Commercial Activity’ policy will be appreciated.

Yours faithfully  

Steve Lane
Highway Operations Manager
Operations Directorate
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