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Introduction

Monmouthshire faces a number of challenges now and in the future. These include climate
change, income and health inequalities and access to housing and transport. These are really
complex things and we cannot pretend that we have all of the ansuasskle Tllem we need

to work together as public services and as communities and to think far more about some of the
solutions and the loftigrm impact of the decisions we make.

The Well-Being of Future Generations Act

In April 2016 Welsh Government introduced The Washg of Future Generations Act.
Thisground breaking pieoé legislation is about improving the social, economic,
environmental and cultural wiedling of our nation, our
county and the communities tiadke it what it is.

A globally A prosperous
responsible

To make sure that public services are all working towar Wales Wales
the same vision, the Act puts in place sevetrbaiall goals SR
which you can see in the diagram on the. right Vandhning.

Welsh
Language

The Act als®ets out how public services in Wales need

think more about the lorerm, work better with people e

and communities and each other, look to prevent proble e

and take a more joineg approachPublic bodies must A
come together as a public servicard

Monmouthshire Public Service Board

The four statutory members of the Public Service Board, or PSB, are the Local Authority,
Local Health Board, Fire and Rescue Authority and Natural Resources Wales. Other
organisations are also invited, in Monmouthshire this includes Gwent Police,
Monmouttshire Housing Association, Melin Homes and voluntary organisations
represented through the Gwent Association of Voluntary Organisations.

The Communities of Monmouthshire

Monmouthshire is a large and semal county. It is often
perceived as leafy and this can sometimes mask differenc
within and between communiti@his assessment is based
around five clusters: Abergavenny and surrounding area,
Monmouth and surrount area; the heart of Monmouthshi
which includes Usk and Raglan; Chepstow and the Lowe
Valley and Severnside which includes Caldicot and Mago
These can be seen on the diagram to the right. You will f
area profiles towards the end of thisudwent. These local
profiles highlight the importance of place when considering
responses to societal challenges.



The Well-being Assessment

The PSB must prepaaed publish an assessment of the state of economic, social,
environmental and cultural wieing in the area and then agree priorities to address these.
Thisassessment is built from an extensive range of sources including census and statistical
datagfuturetrendsgual i t ati ve evidence which captures
as well agiving context to quantitative data and academic ref@aechhe next few

pages you can read an overview of the assessment.

Approach to community engagement

Between August and December 2016 staff from public services in Monmouthshire attended over
80 events speaking to more than a thousand people. This has helped us understand the issues
that matter most to people in Monmouthshire. We called this engagemenDprocess
Monmouthshire

We asked two questiodd’hati s good about whHatcouk mgkeitevdni ve ? 8
betterd Maps of each of the 5 areas were produced, together with fact cards which gave some
short social, economic, environmental and cultural facts about the area and future trends to

frame tke conversations stimulatoigcussion and ideas.

—

People were encouraged to respond by completing postcards, via Facebook and Twitter using
the#OurMonmouthshiesitag There was an online questionnaire for people to complete, and
they could get inlwed and have their say using Monmouthshire Made Open, our digital
engagement platform.

Efforts were made to ensure that we involved young and old and people with protected
characteristias set out in the Equality Act 20MWe also wanted to reach peaphere they

were already at, rather than expecting people to come to us, so we went to a large number of
venues and groups to speak to people.

What have people talked about as part @ur Monmouthshire?

The theme that generated by far the most comments was landscape and countryside, with these
comments being overwhelmingly positive about how the beautiful area and landscape benefit
both residents and visitors. The next largest category of commentaimasvalrentres and

shops. These comments vary to some extent on where people come from. Some people are
happy with their town centres and shopping provision, others are unhappy about empty shops
and supermarkets having a negative effect on town.céis@attracting a large number of
comments were responses on the strong sense of community where they live and friendly



people. Other themes that generated many comments include parks and recreation, public
transport, leisure services, education alutate, health and disability and highways and roads.

The following chart shows the number of comments by theme for the county as a whole:

Our Monmouthshire responses for county as a whole

What will happen next?

We haveusel the things people have told us throGgin Monmouthsldoenbined with data,
datistics and researéh produce thisveltbeing assessment. This will help us prioritise the
things that public services should do to maximise tHeewgjlof current and future
generations.

The draft welbeing assessmemitl be
available for con#tation forsix weeks
between Januady-ebruary 201wWhen people
can comment on the document and let us
know if you think we are identifying the thinis
that matter most.

The wellbeing assessment will be agreed b
the Public Service Board at the endafch
and published in May 2017. The Public
Service Board will then be looking clasely
the findings of the assessment to help the
decide on priorities to focus on in the well
being plan which will need to be produced by May 2018.



Economy

The $rength of the local economy is an important measure -tieivg)l Monmouthshire is

often perceived as affluefithigher proportion of people of workiage are economically

active than most other parts of Wales with less people clairohgvotk berfits.With an

average salary of £32,557 per year residents earn well above the British average. The county also
performs well in terms of gross value added and businespsstaith more than 4,000 active
enterprises in the courdtper head opopulation this is higher than all UK regions outside

London and the South East.

These headline measures mask some clear disgdréiesgages on offer in Monmouthshire are
some 10% below the UK average and only miygibave the average for Waleme 34%

of our working population commute out of the county to earn a Ti@dargest employment
sectors inside our borders include health and social work, wholesale and retail, manufacturing
tourism and food. These are all sectors that tend tofsufidow pay.

The ten nation Agtirban project in Abergevanny is one way in which the agricultural sector is
planning to develdpcreasing competitiven@ssl create more jobs in the food seGurism

is a mar contributor to the local econonrith visitors spendingl86.64Mn 2015wvhich
supported®,744 fultime jobs.

Feedback from residents highlights a number of concerns about employment. This is closely
related to concerns about the affordability of housing. At an average of £218,000
Monmouthshire house prices are amongst the highest in Wales and also above the UK level.
This creates challenges for people who live and work locally and in turn could impact on the
longterm viability of some communities which could become dormitaygs/itbet commuters

Transport has a significant impact on economic prosperity. Limited public transport means that
many people are dependent on private cars to get to work. This presents challenges for young
people who often face higher insurance c8stgern Bridge tolls also impact disproportionately

on residents in the south of the county as it can restrict access to the job market in Bristol and
the South WestEconomic welbeing neeskto be recognised not only in the context of the

Cardiff CapitaRegion but also Bristol and the south west.

Superfast broadband has become a standard requirement for businesses operating in the digital
age. Poanternet connectivity can aeey barrier to economic growth in rural a@rae a

barrier, over the pathree yearsiperfast wireless broadband services have been made available
to 94% of the county's former broadbandt spot$ allowing them to exploit the potential

afforded by the city region.

Rural communities can be more prone to poverty thanamzsThe prevalence of low paid

and fragile employment contributes to the riskwbitk povertyA lack of affordable and

available childcare in rural areas and limited access to the internet are also seen as barriers to
employment



14.2% of childrem Monmouthshire live in low income ... 5. o population in Income Deprivation,
households. This is less than neighbouringvenedsis L0

also true of the percentage of the population in income
generation as shown in the map of Gwarthis page
However where poverty exists in the county ibeadl

the more stark where it features alongside significant
affluence.Research has shown a strong correlation
between things such as life expectancy, mental health \
crime levels and how equal a society is with more equi
countries having much betteitcomesMonmouthshire

has a significanifference in earnings between men anc
women with the latter having a median wage some £1.
below male workers in 2018 which is far worse than in
other local authority areas.

Pupil s at Mo n mooalsipdiferm well @b6ve thesWaked awerdgaratation

phase and key stayeThis is broadly in line with where they would expect to be when the
socieeconomic factors are taken into account. There is a tailing off of performance at key stage
3. Key stge 4 attainment is above the Wales average with 66.8% of pupils achieving the level 2
threshold of 5 good GCSEs including English or Welsh and Mathematics. The challenge is to
identify how good performance inmpary schools can be maintained througbktkge 3 and

key stage.Z here isalsoa significant gap in attainment between pupils eligible for free school
meals and those who are not eligiblee educational attainment of those known to social

services is significantly lower than the all pupils figure with 26% of this group achieving the level
2 thresholdvhich is much lower than ttee66.8%6 level for the year group as a whidethings

standthis group will find it harder to succeed in the employment market fompfacting on

their life chares.

The numbers of young people claiming out of work benefits is considerably lower than the
Wales averagélowewer some young people repmtack oemployment opportunities locally
whichleadsnany peopl#o talk of a brain drain with youngopée leaving the county to attend
university and not returninghere are also concerns about whether young people are being
equipped with the skills neededchanging job market.

The economy is of course about more than the younger genditaéi@ontribution that older
generations make to the local economy cannot beastidestedData for Monmouthshire

shows that there does not appear to be a cagifiroblem of unemployment amongst older

people with 41.3% of working age people aged 50 and above in employment compared to 37.7%
for Wales as a whole

Soclety

Life expectancy for people in Monmouthshire is the highest in Wales, although there are
variations with those living in the letegirived areas of the couakpected to live longer than
those in the most deprived areas. Wwhale the county appears to fasdl compared to the



rest of Wales when considering general deprivation with s\omahsamost deprived 20%.
However, social deprivation and in partiqadar access to servidssvidespread across much
of rural areas of Wales, including Monmouthshire.

Proportion of Population Aged 85+

An aging population is a feature of the UK and-
Wales but particularly Bfonmouhshire By 2039 °.
the population aged 65 and over is projected t~

increase by 61% and, more significantly, the ..

number of peoplaged 85 and over by 185% | | | | | | | | | | | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘H ‘ ‘

80% of people in Monmouthshire consider thei”
general health to be good or very good. On the -

whole lifestyles in Monmouthshire appear healthier than in other parts of Gwent, however,
alcohol consumption is higher than in other aféd&lesThe effects of alcohol pose a threat

to the health andellbeingof the drinker, but can alsause harm to falyy friends and
communities.

B Wales

Just over a fifth of reception class children waedtalf of adults in Monmouthshire are
overweightorobesend peopl eds | i ve sHarmstavelibeingore asi ngl vy
obesity, physical inactivity and poor diet are felt across thertieearaliare intergenerational.

Obesity is the most potent risk factor for Type 2 diabetes which is increasing in prevalence.

Rural areas are more deprived in terms of accesgitesthan urban areas. Given the rural

nature of Monmouthshire, there is a reliance on transport to reach many key services such as
GPs, schools and leisure centres. Travel times on public transport are often considerably longer
than in other parts of &lesas shown by the chart beldvine need for improvements to public
transport was a key theme in@Ghe Monmouthsbirgagement wohkghlighted byeople of all

ages

Average public travel time to Services Mon Gwent Wales
Average public travel tirefood shop (minutes) 27 13 19
Average public travel time to GP surgery (minutes) 35 19 27
Average public travel time to primary school (minute: 26 15 16
Average public travel time to secondary school (mint 48 30 35
Average public travel timegost office (minutes) 33 17 20
Average public travel time to public library (minutes) 49 28 35
Average public travel time to pharmacy (minutes) 40 21 27
Average public travel time to leisure centre (minutes 60 37 41

Rural areas have a unique set of circumstances that can exacerbate social isolation which can in
turn |lead to poor health, |l oss of iagdmpenden
population and the significant number of older people dleimgare most likely to feel the

effects of rural isolation. Decreasing availability of rural public transport, greater reliance on car



ownership, rises in the costs of aral a lackf local village shops and services all impact on
rural isolation.

Warm, dry and secure homes are associated with better health. 45% of accidents occur in the
home and cold homes are linked to an increased risk of a number of ilinesses and diseases. The
elderly are particularly at risk of health problems relating emtecaitd excess cold in the

home. People in rural areas spend more, on average, on heating fuel than their urban
counterparts and pockets of fuel poverty exist within Monmouthshire.

The majority of households are connected to the internet, howevest ateess varies
depending on household composition and is notably lower in households with one adult aged 65
or over.dgnificant numbers of older people aurrently digitally excluded.

Crime in Monmouthshire is low compared to Wales as a whole el dgtieer local authority
areas covered by the Gwent force, accountidig%oof all crimes in the Gwent area.
Monmouthshire saw a 19% increase in domesticoaafethe year to April 2018haugh
there is a concern that domestic aBudder abuse in particuéis likely to be undeeported.

Anti-Social Behaviour or ASB can be anything from cold calling and poor parking to vandalism
and nuisance neighbours. Incidents across Monmoeitiehe decreased by 16% in the past
year. The Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent has recently consulted on a set of
priorities 80% of Monmouthshérresidents who responded togterey agreed that ASB

should be a priority. During t@air Monmoutireengagement a number of responses suggested
that the police were not alwagsceiveds visible on the streets. However one of the biggest
future issues for the police is cybercrime which requires a different approach.

South Wales Fire and Rescue attended a decreasing number of fires but an increasing number of
road traffic incidents in Monmouthshire during 201%31/&r the last five yeatsetrate of road
traffic incidents attended is consistently highdoimmouthshire than Soutkales.

The first thousand days of a childds I|ife fr
significant impact their outcomes and those of future generations. Monmouthshire has a higher
than average number of low birth weiglitiés, particularly in the area of North Abergavenny.

The Monmouthshire Flying Start service is available to families in defined areas of Abergavenny,
Monmout h, Chepstow and Caldicot. The progran
youngest anchost disadvantaggdung children. Theastmajority of children on tHdying

Sart scheme reach their developmental targets at 2 and 3 years old.

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACESs) are chronic stressful experiences in childhood that can
directly hurta child (such as abuse or neglect) or affect them throughitbereent in which

they live. This includgsowing up in a house with domestic violence or with individuals with
alcohol anather substance use proble&imost half of adults in Wales has suffered at least

one ACE during their childhood.
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Exposureto ACEscanalte how chi | dr e n theyardmoeeilikelgto adept el op a
healthkharming behaviours. This can lead to increased risk@dmamunichle diseases such
as mental health illnesses, cancer, heart disease and diabetes later in life.

ACEs can also lead to individuals developingauiéil behaviours, impact their ability to gain
gualifications and ultimately their contribution to theomep A CEs t end t o be Opa
through families and lock successive generations of families into poor healts@ndl anti

behaviour.

Nearly a quarter of diseases in the UK can be attributed to mental health problems. More
deprived communities oftdave the poorest mental healthwaelibeing Problems can often

be passed on through generations and may perpetuate cycles of inequality. The Mental
Component Summary (MCS) score indicates better mental health in Monmouthshire than the
rest of the Gwet area and Wales.

The suicide rate in Monmouthshire was slightly higher than the rate in Wales between 2013 and
2015. Suicide rates tend to be higher in males than f@malesselyseltharmis most
prevalent in young women aged 25

Depression is the most common mental health disorder in Britain. Evidence seems to suggest
that mental health is probably better in rural areas. However, there are a number of factors
specific to rural areas such as demography, access to servicgs|usiorabad deprivation

that may contribute to stress, anxiety and depression.

The increasingbgeingopulation of Monmouthshire has been mentioned, but the contribution

of older people to their communities is often undervaluece Ol der Hssionprl eds Co
has highlighted that older people are a significant asset to Wales, worth over £1bn to the Welsh
economy annually. There is often a strong community spirit in rural communities at the heart of
which are many older volunteers.

As the population ag, so too does the number of unpaid carers. The growth in number of

carerss most pronounced in older generatieometimes themselves in poor health.

Monmout hshire County Counci | &8s omthrdofeayersof car
feelthey can do the thieghat are important to them B@% feel part of their community

suggesting the responsibility can also lead to isdN&drenpeople will be taking on caring
responsibilities and a new eraareedeniiifedand r at egy
offered support.

Falls are the most common cause of serious injury in older people and the most frequently found
reason for hospital attendance. Monmout hshirtr
mix of skill sets whiciim to provide people with the most appropriate professional when

needed. Hospital discharge workers aim to arrange care at home so that hospital patients are able
to return home as soon as they are medicalljRebldement is delivered by the integrated

11



teams over a six week period which aims to restore people back to independence at home after a
fall or other crisis event.

During 2015, dementia overtook heart disease as the leading cause of death in England and
Wales. Dementia and Alzheimer diseasgynadfiect people aged over 65 and an 87% increase
i n Monmout hshireds popul atspredictedbg2086. 65 and ov

While it becomesven more important to remain active in older age in order to stay healthy and
remain independent, ovalf of those aged 65 and over in Welgsrt doing no frequent
physical activity.

As part of the Social Services and-léatlg (Wales) Act, a population needs assessment has

been completed at a regional (Gwent) level. It identified that social services in Monmouthshire

are facing challenges associated with an ageing populatiomth Anghee number of older

people brings huge benefits but also places increased pressure on services as people require care
and support later in life.

The local authority hassested in the support and training of the adult social care waxkforce
support people with dementia to live w8lmilarly there will be a need to develop increased
understanding and awareness of mental health in the community and to develop a primary
mental health care pathway for young people.

Monmouthshire has low numbefgeople in local authority funded residential care and a lower
than average proportion of people requiringtemy care packages, in part because of the

success of integrated working with health and reablement services, in place since 2008. The
approacho care at home is based upon strong and trusted relationships rather than time and
task based transactions and the council is working with private sector care providers to see if this
approach could work in a commercial environment.

Monmouthshire hasese an increase in the number of children who are looked after in recent
years. There are some preventative solutions in place such as the Team Around the Family
(TAF) that, over time, should reduce the number of young people who enter the care system.
The most important thing is to ensure the best possible outcomes for all young people
irrespective of the start they have had in life.

Work is ongoing to develop a placed based approach, supporting individuals and communities

by working together, to underslahe needs and desires of the spetafiep we live and work
in. Support is focused upon what matters most, helping people to live the lives they want to lead.

Environment

Natural resources, such as air, land, water, wildlife, plants and salpprowmst basic needs,
including food, energy and security. They help to keep us healthy and help people and the
economy to thrive. They also help us to reduce flooding, improve air quality and supply

12



materials for constructioreen Infrastructungrovidesa home for wildlife, gis@s iconic
landscapes to enjoy and bstst economy through tourism. Mgmgour natural resources
responsibly is essential to ensure our long term social, economic, environmental and cultural
wellbeing

OneofMonmm ut hshireds greatest assets is undoubt
When we asked people in Monmouthshire what was good about where they lived, the most
popular response was the countryside and beautiful landscape on their doorstep.

Monmouhshire is recognised for its rich and diverse landscapes which contribute to social well
being an@n importantourismsectornn the county Agriculture and forestry are both

important parts of the Monmouthshire landscape and economy which are lecthslazl

shape the natural environment.

Monmouthshire has large numbers of sites with local, national, European and international
protection designations fibreir value for wildlife and biodiversity. In addition there are also
protected landscapes sastthe Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, part of the
Brecon Beacons National Park and the Blaenavon World Heritage Site.

Although the natural environment is seen as a strength and asset to thefitectety by the

large number of posié comments in theur Monmouthseirgagement wark is important

that we act carefully to keep it that way. Threats to our natural environment include pressure

from development, intensification of agriculture, diseases and invasatve®pecies
pollution and cli mate change. Many of Monmo
they are isolated, so that species cannot move to other areas.

Monmouthshire has many public rights of way, including long distance trails such as the Wye
Valley Walk and the Wales Coastal Path. However, many rural arehavioeasily

accessible natural or sem@iural green space or easy access to amenigpgesensuch as

sports pitches.

Air quality is important because it has a significant impact on humarSosadilareas of
Monmouthshire have poor air quality because of pollutiorvétaisiesin particular in Usk
and Chepstow. These are being taektadAir Quality Management Plans.

Rivers are important to the landscape of and are important for wildlife and tourism. Rivers vary
from Poor quality to Good quality, with some issues of pollution from agriculture and sewage
misconnectionsThe public water supply comes mainly from reservoirs and rivers, which are
vulnerable to drought and low rainfall, which may increase with climate change.

13



Carbon dioxide emissions in Monmouthshire are high, mainly due to tresispedssociated
with the rual natire of the county and limitedblic transport. Older housing in rural areas,
dependent on oil for heating, also contribute. However,

over time carbon emissions are going down. Uptake O
renewable energy in Monmouthshire is good, particu
solar phtovoltaic panels.

Parts of the coungre at high risk of floodings shown C\ K—A%

Communities at risk from fluvial flooding

\m HAX,FSCIONE
L0 )

on the map to the rightboth from river and coastal

flooding and surface water flooding, in particular Usk i
Monmouth, but also Abergavenny, Chepstow and
Caldicot.Flooding idikely to increase with climate
change.

Recycling rates in Monmouthshire are high with gooc 4 _—
levels of participation, although overall amount of Sy i A

municipal waste collected increases year on year. Flytipping is decreasing, and most highways are
of a high olacceptable standard of cleanliness, although despiterhis still negatipeiblic

perceptioron litter andfly tippinglevels.

Monmouthshire has a very active voluntary sector and there are many third sector groups
working in the environment asdstainability fieldvhich include many retired volunteers

Culture

A range of factorsinfluenceu | t ur e and an i ndi viawelbkifigs per s p
entails for them. There also strangnections and interactions between cultalftbeingand
social, economic and environmeweltbeing

In Monmouthshiré2.5% of residents are ChristiathéD religions; Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish,

Muslim and Sikh were each less than 1% of the popu@énsus figures on ethnighow

98% of Monmouthshireds popul ation are of whi
population have an alternatdteerthan English/Welsh as their main language.

Monmouthshire saw a rise in Welsh language spestisesr2001 to 201from 9.7% t09.9%
and was one of only two areas in Wales to see amiagr/A&ontributing factor this rise is
the growth of the twilVelsh medium primary schgdased at either end of tbenty. There
is currently no heountyWelsh medium provision at secagdchool levetith pupils having
to travel to Pontypool or Newporthik lack of local provisionddarrier for some parents in
sending their children to Welsh medium schools, asegkilethe engagement responses.
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Monmouthshire has a distinctiventity arising from its location in the borderlands between

England and South Wales and geography of historic market towns and villages and their
relationship with the surrounding rural eréhe varied landscape of thenty is both the

product of natual and human influences over thousands of years and is a significant factor in
the Countyods identity | ocal |l yreswantstresséeddshe, nat i
importanceof promoting and protecting this landscape for future generatibosly for its

i mportance to Monmouthshireds heritage, but
environment and healthcaweltbeing

Many people have a strong sense of belonging to their loaatangghlightethe friendliness

and sese d community that exists in theunty. Monmouthshire has a long and healthy history

of volunteering and local social action. Volunteering has been shown to have a positive impact
on social networks and inclusion within communities. It was estimidwed\tales Council for
Voluntary Action that 63.3% of adults volunteered formally in Monmouthshire, the highest in
Wales and 77.4% were estimated to volunteer informally, the second highest in Wales.

Monmouthshire offers a wide range of arts altdralattractions, including museums, theatres

and libraries. Theuanty hosts many long established, as well as new and expanding events, and
festivals, including agricultural shows, food festivals, music festivals and cycling races. There is
limited data touily assess the situation of arts and events and its subsequentlheiagin
Monmouthshire.

It is clear fronengagememesponses that arts and events contribute greatly to réarmtents
visitor&cultural and social experience in Monmouth$héeent data suggests around half of
residents visited museums and theatres (53% and 58% respectively) and only around a third
visited art galleries (31%ardiff and London were the mospplar areas to visit, with in

county visits lower but more poauin areas with local provision.

Libraries in Monmouthshire are well used with visitor numbers to libraries in Monmouthshire
being théhighest of any local authoiityWales. In recent years there has been a continuing
increaseise ofonline services amlisaccound for just over a quarter of visits to libraries. The
increasing digitisation of services presents an opportunity and challenge for communities in
Monmouthshire. Museums play an important part in preserving the histergreior
communities and visitors. Howregach out and make arts, culture and heatagssible to all
generations is a continuing challenge.

There is considerable evidence which supports the healiblid@ingbenefits of healthy and

active lifetyles for both adults and children. Monmouthshire is a countyranitpeaof Green
Infrastructure, including open space areas, cycle paths and walking routes as well as a range of
indoor and outdoor activities, sports clubs, societies and communig fatié htest data

shows only 30% of adults in Monmouthshire reported meeting physical activity guidelines in the
past week, which is below therage for Wales. Research by Sport Wales shows 30.4% of

adults in Monmouthshire do not participate infrmuent activity. While 48.8% of pupils

across Years 3 to 11 take paspiorton three o more occasions per week aid3% take part

in no frequent actiwyi.
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In a rural county like Monmouthshire access to leisure and cultural services is important. Th
average publitransport travel time in theunty to a leisure centre is 60 minutes and public
library is 49 minutes. For private transport travel time is 10 minutes for leisure centres and 9
minutes for libraries, Overall 21.4% of areas in Monmoeths@iranked amongst the most
deprived areas in Wales for access to services.

Engagingpeople in and providing accessible opportunities for participation in regular physical

activity and recreation will need tatowe to be an area of foecasmprovethe social and
culturalweltbeingof adults, children and young people in Monmouthshire.

Area Profiles

Abergavenny and Surrounding Communities

The area around the market town of Abergavenny includes mountains and moorland and the
Brecon Beacons National Park, former industrial areas, including part of the Blaenavon World
Heritage Site and rolling countryside, woodland and farmland. Theeaéblyiaded for

tourism and walking and cycling.

The area has important wildlife sites, including the
River Usk and areas of woodland of European
importance, plus many sites of national and local
importance. Threats to habitats include grazing and
recration pressure on peat uplands, woodland
fragmentation, tree disease and habitat loss due to
development.

ARDAL Y FENNI

ABERGAVENNY AREA

Abergavenny town has good access to well used
natural green spaces, although less so in the north of
Abergavenny and rural areas. Urban tree sover i
higher than the Monmouthshire and Welsh average.
Parts of Abergavenny are prone to flooding, and
historically there has been a tenfold increase in
floodplain deposits since before the nineteenth century. With climate change this risk will
increase. Wer quality of rivers in the area varies from good to poor, with the upland Rivers
Honddu and Clydach of poor quality because of barriers to physical migration of fish. There are
some Groundwater Source Protection Zones in place to protect undergroumg weter

from pollution. Air pollution on the Merthyr Road, Abergavenny has increased and is being
closely monitored.
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The Abergavenny area has an extremely vibrant and varied voluntary sector working in the
environmental and sustainability fietuich is a great asset.

Abergavenny is steeped in history with regards to the Welsh language and the area has hosted the
National Eisteddfod twice, most recently in 2016 and is also the home of Cymreigyddion y Fenni

0 the Abergavenny Welsh Society andiW&imary school, Ysgol Gymraeg y Fenni. The area

is also the most diverse in terms of ethnicity, although people of white ethnicity make up the vast
majority of the population, proportions of mixed race and Asian ethmeitles lsighest in
Monmouthsire.

Our Monmouthsengagement responses demonstingté@nportance of tHandscape and
countrysiddopeopl eds | i festyle, along with the are
many festivals and events including cycling faod festival.

Abergavenny and the surrounding areas have the highest proportion of residents aged 65 and
over (26.2%) and aged 85 and over (3.7%) in Monmouthshire. The area also has a number of
parts that suffer from deprivation. 6 of the 11 top 20% most depriveid Meamouthshire

are in the area. The most significant deprivation factors vary in different areas and include
community safety, employment and education. Access to services is a particular issue for some
parts of the arefor example Crucorney is amsiripe top 50 most deprived an@aerms of

access to servidesWales.

The area has the lowest proportion of working age pedfdemouthshirevho are

economically active. It has the highest proportion of people in receipt gfrenplelated

berefits at 10.3%,dwever this is still below the Welsh average. Even within small areas there
can be significant variations, for example the proportion of people in income deprivation is
above the county average but ranges from 6%idor8eyto 28% in Cantref.

The Flying Start scheme is available to parents with childrestaggs of Lansdown,
Croesonen and Cantref in North Abergavenny.

At the headline level educational attainment is good. However, as with other parts of the coun
there are differences linked to s@adonomic background with those eligible for free school
meals not performing as well as the all pupils group. There are also differences in attainment
depending on where people live with key stage 4 level 2arrelnging from 33.96% to

84.66%.

Abergavenny has the fewest residents of the five areas in Monmouthshire who report their

health is very good or good (77%), the other areas have over 80% of pesmelgogitive

about their healthoBe aream Abergavennlgave comparatively higher rates of people living

with a long term limiting illness and cancer incidences. These areas tend to be amongst the more
deprived areafor example Croesonen is the fourth most deprived area in Monmouthshire,
partcularly for education and is also amongst the areas with the lowest proportion of people

who felt their health was very good or good (75%) and has a higher rate of people living with a
long term limiting illness.
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Abergavenny has the highest volume ofdedacrime in 2015/16 in Monmouthshire, despite a

13% decrease in crimes between 2012085/16 Atotal of 1,376 crimes were recorded

which was 33.4% of the total crimes in Monmouthshire in 2015/16. The area also had the

highest number of ASB incide(@61 incidents), despite a large reduction by 24.7%, and
accounted for 3 in 10 of all Monmout hshireos
and Llanelly Hillhad amongst the highest number of fires attended in Monmouthshire. Over

the same pemnbhthe secontiighest number @bad traffic collisions Monmouthshire

attended bgouth Wales Fire and Rescue were in Llanover.

The town centre is vibrant walstrong and thriving markeheTissue of the development of a
supermarket on the formerestock market site continues to divide opinion.

Overall retail vacancy rates in Abergavenny town centre have risen since the low level recorded
in 2005, 4.1%. However, in the most recent surveys 2014 (5.1%) and 2015 (5.8%) the vacancy
rate has bedower than at any point in the last 15 years, apart from 2005. The average
pedestrian flow has shown a steltyine over the past 15 years.

Monmouth and Surrounding Communities

This area focuses around the historic town of [ .or sneernwy
Monmouth, located where thv&s Monnow, -~
Trothy and Wye meet, and includes the south =_|
western quarter of the Wye Valley Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty. There is almost
continuous tree cover from Monmouth down t
Wye Valley towards Chepstow, and flower ric
neutral meadows onetiplateuax above the Wye
To the north and west of Monmouth, the area i
very rural, agricultural and sparsely populated.

The area is important for tourism, as well as
employment in agriculture and forestry. As
elsewhere in Monmouthshire, tourism is
paticularly reliant on maintaining the natural
beauty and diverse wildlife in the area, which
includes the River Wye and Wye Valley Woodlands which have European protection, as well as
woodlands of UK importance and many nationally and locally impoidéafesites. Tree

diseases are a particularly threat to the future of the woodlands of the Wye Valley.

The area has many public rights of way, but although Monmouth is well served with accessible
green space, like other areas the rural areas leaweriitiaccessible green space or outdoor

sport provision. Urban tree cover is higher than the national average, with benefits to health and
weltbeing biodiversity and reduction in air pollution and surface watgff.run
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Monmouth has a high flood risltthough flood defences offer the town some protection.

Some residents have expressed concern about new housing developments putting pressure on
services and infrastructure, and it will be important to ensure that measures are put in place to
ensure thatood risk is not increased by developments. Transition Monmouth are working with
partners to try and reduce flood risk through tree planting.

Water quality ranges from good to moderate in the area, there are two small Nitrate Vulnerable
Zones and 5 Grawdwater Source Protection Zones. Air pollution from traffic is a concern on
the A40 in Monmouth and is being monitored.

The Monmouth area has the equal highest proportion of population with no skills in Welsh. The
area also has significant journey timasW¥elsh education primary school and Welsh medium
secondary school.

Our Monmouthsangagement responses show residents feel the areadmasseste of
community and thahdscapedm unt rysi de i s 1 mportantheto peo
area also has many building and artefacts of historical importance and a thriving arts, festivals

and events scene. Some responses reflected concerns over the range and availability of current
leisure facilities including the future of a swimming pbtadranouth leisure centre and

accessibility of facilities for children to play safely. Average trastel lensare cetmes and

libraries particularly on public transpate longer than the average for Wales.

Monmouth and the surrounding area thassmallest working age populatin thehighest
proportion of children of the five are@ne quarter of the population is aged 65 and over.

Part of Overmonnous ranked as the second most deprived area in Monmouthishire
education being the maiause of deprivatidResidents in some parts of Overmonnow are
eligible for Flying Start for psehool children. Access to servatedh a$P services and post
officesis a key issuklantilio Crossennfor examplgis ranked as the"1thost depried area in
Walesn terms ofaccess teerviceparticularlyvhen travellingy public transport.

Housing conditions that may impact healthwaeikbeing Homes with no central heateug
most evident iblantilio Crossenmgndparts of DrybridgeThe highest proportion of the
populationiving in overcrowded homes is foungantof Overmonnow.

The proportion of people who are economically activesiarda is above the Welsh average

and marginally above the average for Monmouthshire as aBMtdlef people in Monmouth

and the communities that surround it are in reciept of employment related benefits which is
below both the county and Wales averages. This masks local variations with just 3% getting
benefits in Mitchel Troy and Dixton with @ston rising to 16% in Overmonnow. 10.1% of

the population are in income deprivation with similar local variations.

Headline rates of education attainment mask local differenmasafplghe percentage of

pupils the percentage of pugkdting 5 god GCSEs iduding English or Welsh aNtths
differed greatlwith this area ranging from.48% in Wyesham to 8% in parts of Drybridge.
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80% of people in Monmouth and the surrounding communities report their health is good or
very goodhoweverthis variesonsiderablfrom 65% inthe most deprived ar@vermonnow
to 86% in Trellech United.

Monmouth recorded the second highest number of ¢chiotdhelowest crime rate
MonmouthshireThe aredas seemsignificant reductions in ASB incidentst notablyn
Llantilio Crossennyn Monmouth and Surrounding Communijt@s/bridge has the highest
volume of crime and ASB incidents.

In Monmouththerate of vacant shops has fluctuated in recent years, Md&ohbuth town
had15 vacant units, 886 of outlets. The overall averpgdestrian flow through the towas
shown an increase since 2008.

The Heart of Monmouthshire

This area is characterised by rolling hills, productive farmdameiay patches of Ancient
SemiNatural Woodland, some of them of a significant size. The area also includes steep
hillsides marking the edge of the uplands of Brecon Beacons National Park to the north west.
The River Usk flows through the centre of the area and is a dominantwfaatilis, protected

at European level for its clean and natural stg -, o sin rrnwy
and the important fish species it supports. Th
area is largely rural, with the small market to
of Usk being the largest settlement, followed
the large village of Raglan. The dseahas
nationally and locally important wildlife sites.

Threats to habitats in this area inchedeoving
too much watefrom the River Usfor water
supply poor connectivity between woodland
sites, habitat loss due to development and
pollution fromagriculture resulting in a large a
designated as a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone in
Raglan to protect groundwater.

Usk town has an Air Quality Management Plan to tackle air pollution from vehicle emissions.
The town has an active voluntary sector, includikgnUBloom and the Civic Society. The

town is at high risk of flooding, although the town is protected by flood defences, but some rural
roads are prone to flooding. This is likely to get worse with the impacts of climate change.

TheHeart ofMonmouthshire is another area where the built and physical landscape plays an
i mportant role in peopleds lives and culture
mentioned the area has a good community spirit and fpgly to live

The Heat of MonmouthshirdvasWelsh medium educational provisiéthough the area has
the seconthighest proportion of people Monmouthshire that can speak Welsh (10.2%), as
well as those who can speak, read and write Welsh (7.4%). 66.7% of the pepldation
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themselves Christian, which is highest of all 5 areas in Monmouthshire and 1.3% of the
population stated that they were of a religion other than Christian. This area has the highest
proportion of population declaring themselves as of white tgt@&cy%o).

Average travel time #oleisure centre and librarg amongst the highest in the County,
particularly for public transport and are well above the average for Wales.

The heart of Monmouthshire has a population of 10,370. Compared toahe rest
Monmouthshire the area has the smallest proportion of the population who are children at
16.2% and the second highest proportion aged 65 and over at 26.1%.

None of the areas in the Heart of Monmouthshire appear in the top 20% most deprived areas in
Monmouthshire, despite access to services being an isisudanhaoutside the largest tosin
Usk.

The proportion of people who are economically active in this area is marginally below the
average for the county and around four percentage points higher than the average for Wales as a
whole. The rural centre of the county has the lowest proporticopté pereceipt of income

related benefits at 6.6% ranging from 5% in Usk to 11% in Goytre. These figures are below

both the Monmouthshire and Wales averages. The area also has the lowest proportion of people
claiming employment related benefits, althaggin the headline figure masks localised

variations. Rural communities can be more prone to poverty than urban areas. The things that
contribute to this include the poor access to employment opportunities, low pay, a lack of
affordable housing and sadsolation.

Headline rates of educational attainment can sometimes mask differences at a local level, for
example the percentage of pupils attaining 5 good GCSEs including English or Welsh and maths
differed by more than 25 percentage points in this area ranging from 54.7% in parts of Goytre
Fawr to 80.75% in Llangybi Fawr.

In the area 81% of people report their health is good or very good, although there are some
significant variances in the Heart of Monmouthdforeexample in the communityld$k, one

area reports the lowest (73.4% in Usk 1) and another area the highest (85.7% in Usk 2). Goetre
has a higher than Gwent average (%®6.600,000ate of cancer incidence (654

100,00n

Police data on crime in the area is incorporatei wie relevant data of the other four areas of
Monmouthshire. South Wales Fire and Rescue attended 53 road traffic collisions in the ward of
Llangybi Fawr between 2011/12 and 2015/16, which was the highest number in
Monmouthshire. Raglan had the thighbst number of collisions attended over the same

period, 39.

The vacancy rate of units in Usk town centre has reduced in recent years and is currently 11.1%,
although the rate is still higher than that experienced in the other town centres.
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Severnside

The area includes Caldicot, Rogiet, Magor and Undy, and has the mainline railway and the M4
motorway.The landscape along the coastal zone is primarily flat, with productive agricultural
land, bounded by traditiomabinage channels calledns to draithe low lying land, protected

from coastal flooding by a flood bank. The land rises to the north to a series of low hills before
rising further towards Wentwood.

Severnside has extensive environmental assets, some of which benefit from international
protection, and habitats include marine, freshwater, species rich grassland and ancient woodland.
The Severn Estuary is of international
importance for wintering and passage
waterfowl, saltmarshes, exposed sand ba
fish feeding areas and unusually latgeaha
tidal range which influences the species t
occur here. The Gwent Levels support mi
important species and the Living Levels
project aims to preserve and protect them

GLANNAU HAFREN

SEVERNSIDE

Wildlife in the area is thread¢d by housing
and infrastructure developmentd climate
change increases the risk of coastal flood
should flood defences fail or be overtoppe
Rising sea levels are also a threat to the
saltmarshes and mudflats as they are
squeezed against see defences.

There are limited accessible greeensspeite area, and urban tree cover and the benefits that
bringsis very low. There are a few small voluntary groups working to improve local
environmental quality in Caldicot.

Severnside has the secbigghest proportion of the population declaring siadves as
Christian (62.2%) as well as the lowest proportion of those stating they are of a religion other
than Christian (1.1%). Figures show that 98.5% of the population is of white ethnicity.

Severnside is one of taeas with Welsh medium educatidth, isgol Gymraeg y Ffin

located in Caldicot. This could be one of the reasortkeilgures for Welstanguageiithin
Monmouthshire are the highekt.2% of the population of Severnside stated that they were able
to speak Welsh as well as 8.3% sthaggould speak, read and write in Welsh.

When we spoke to people about4eihg for this assessmeatks and recreation and leisure
servicesvere one of the most commonly mentioned tepibssome feeling the leisure services
and parks are good while others feel the area could be improved if there was more choice and
better equipment in parks and leisure/ sport facilities in the area.
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Severnside has the largest proportion of workinmgsidents and the lowest proportion of
people aged 65.

Three ofthe 11most deprived areas in Monmouthshire are located within Severnside, they are
West End, part of Severn and part of Dewstow and Green Lane. The main category of
deprivation for eachtige physical environment which covergquality anémissions,

proximity to waste disposal and industrial sites and flood risk. Flying Start is available to some
families in West End. On averaggevel times to a number of services are shorter when
compared to other areas in Monmouthshire and are more in line with the Wales average.

Severnsideas a low proportioof people in receipt of income related benefits and in income
deprivatiorowhencompared with the Monmouthshire and Wales averages. However even within
these areas this can mask particular pockets. For ekammportion of people experiencing
income deprivation ranges from just 3% in The EIms to 18% in West End and Dewstow.

Headline rates of educational attainment at a school level also mask differences that become
apparent when shown as the very local level, for example the percentaggettipgblgood
GCSEsncluding English or Welsimd Mathgliffered by more tharD3ercentage points

within the Severnside area ranging from 48.6% in Dewstow to 81.05% for the EIms. These
highlight the importance of place when considering responses to societal challenges.

81% of people in Severnside report good or veryrgadithout again variations are notable,

ranging from 75% in Dewstow to 89% in The Elms. Parts of Dewstow & Green Lane have the
highest rates of people living with long term limiting illness in Severnside. Dewstow also sees the
highest rates of cancer incidenceerSvernside area.

There was a significant increase in recorded crime in Caldicot during 2015/16, Severn ward in
particular saw an increase of 91%. Green Lane had the highest number ASB incidents in the
Severnside area during 2015/16. An increase in AS®ted in Portskewett but a decrease in
Dewstow.

The overall vacancy rate of shopping outlets had declined steadily between the 2000 and 2007,
however since then there has been an increase, with the rate at 7.6% in 2015. The total average
pedestrian flown Caldicot had remained fairly constant up until 2012 however since then there
has been a decline in the average flow. During our engagement with residents of Severnside
many felt improvements were needed in the town centre.
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Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley

This area is centred around the town of Chepstow, and the south western quarter of the Wye
Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The River Wye forms the border and there is
almost continuous, well connected tree cover north of Chepstoatheithreas of flower rich

neutral and calcareous meadows. The Severn Estuary is of international importance for wetland
birds and is protected by international and European legislation. The area also has woodland,
meadow, bat and geological sites aadlyamportant wildlife sites.

Tourism is very important in the Wye Valley due to the landscape, with several long distance
walks starting at Chepstow. The town has some accessible green spaces, but mvarall there
deficit, as there is rural areas

CAS-GWENT A DYFFRYN GWY ISAF

Air quality is a concern on the A48 in Chepstow, w

pollution from cars and lorries means the area now
an Air Quality Action Plan to try and tackle the
problem. Water quality in the area is generally goo
with the River Wye and tributaries sufipg many
important species including atlantic salmon and ottt
The Nedern brook experiences pollution from sewa
misconnections. There are 3 Groundwater Source
Protection Zones.

Some areas of Chepstow are at risk of flooding, an
there are risks important infrastructure such as the
Severnside rail line and industrial units. Parts of Tintern also flood regularly at high tide. The
Gwent Levels extend as far as Chepstow and the combination of reens, wetlands, grasslands and
saltmarsh are of vitahportance for wildlife, and are protected by flood defences. The area also
has some good quality agricultural |13iere are a reasonable number of environmental and
sustainability groups working in the Chepstow area.

The area has thewest levadf Welsh skills in the County (87.7% stated they have no Welsh
skills). Additionally the proportion of people who stated they could speak Welsh (8.8%) and
speakread and write Welsh (6.2%) Wir@slowest in Monmouthshire. 30% of the population
stated tby had no religion in the 2011 Census, the highest figure in Monmouthshire.

Landscape plays an important role in what residents and visitors feel is good about the area along
with a good community. Travel time to a library and leisure centre in ihalarea the

average in Wales although these are denetas long as areas in the north or Heart of the

county.

The population of Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley is similar in profile to Severnside. The

area has the second highest working agerpoopof the population and second lowest
proportion aged 65 or older after Severnside.
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Part of Thornwell ranked the third most deprived area in Monmouthshire, access to services
being the most prominent type of deprivation. Some other areas, for example Devauden and St.
Arvans, are in the top 150 most deprived areas in Wales for access to serviedsavelerag

times for key services, particularly by public transport, are longlee #vanage time for

Wales. 9% of people in parts of Thornwell live in overcrowded homes, the second highest
proportion in the county. Parts of Sewgandhave a higher &m average percentage of low

weight babies. Peehool children residing in parts of Thornwell and Severn are eligible for

Flying Start.

Chepstow and the Lower Wye has a low propartipeople in receipt of income related

benefits and in income deprisatcompared with the Monmouthshire and Wales averages.
However this can mask particular pockets. For example the proportion of people experiencing
income deprivation ranges from 3% in St. Kingsmark to 26% in Thornwell

Headline rates of educationaiatnent at a school level also mask differences that become
apparent when shown as the very local level, for example the percentaggettipgblgood
GCSEs inluding English or Welsh alththsdiffered by more than 40 percentaghin the
Chepstovand Lower Wye area ranging from 37.25%amWell to 78.65% in Caerwent.

The health of 83% of people in Chepstow and the Lower Wye Valley is reported as good or very
good which is the highed the five areas. Thishighest in parts of St. Kingsmankdlowest

i n St. Maryos. Il n the Chepstow area, more pe
from cancer in parts of Thornwell than other areas.

Recorded crime increased in Chepstow during 2015/16, the crime rate is second highest after
Aber gavenny. e top\b8o inyValss inrteans bf commaurafety deprivation

and is the third ranked ward in Gwent in ter
81% increase in crime between 2014/15 and 2015/16.

Chepstow has sesignificant reductions intasocial behaviour or AS8though it remains the

hi ghest with 32.5 incidents per 1000 popul at
despite t hi Fhornwelt hadviber hygliest nuanbed of incidentsngu2D15/16.

Increases were noteddevauden and Shirenewton. Shirenewton was amongst the areas with the
highest number of fires attended by South Wales Fire and Rescue.

The overall rate of vacant shap€hepstow declined steadily up to 2007, butitasiscreased
to 10% in 2015. Since 2000 there has been a steady increase in the overall pedestrian flow through
the town.
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Future Trends

Population and Migration

The population of Monmouthshire is forecast to increase by less than one percent over the
next twenty years. Of far greater significartbe ishangingge profile of the county with

the number of over 85 year olds increasyri85% by 2039 while the number of people

under 18 will decline by 14%. Deaths are forecast to exceed birthe ditfetbnce

being made up of inward migrat@bmainly from other parts of the UK rather than
overseasl'he number of households is projected to increase while the average household
size is projected to decrease with the largest growth in single passiolus.

Economy

There is currently uncertainty about the future of the UK economy. GDP has been
growing slowly since the 2bya®talofl.8% lsesveen n .
2008 and 2015, the highest of any region apart from London and the South East. However
growth in Monmouthshire was below the UK avel&@des presently appears to have a
productivity problem with one of the lowest unemployment ratesKthet also a

lower Gross Valueddled If productivity does not increase then growth will be slower
reducing household incomes and the tax revenue available to fund public services.

Changes in the global economy are likely to severely disrupt thekgtbasare know it.

In future we could seebotics, smart algorithms and artificial intelligence take up to 35%

of existing jobs in the UK. Unlike mechanisation of the past gisplikely to impact on
tradtional white collar professiosgch as accatancy and lawThere is uncertainty about
what Brexit will mean for the Welsh and UK economies. This will depend on the nature of
the arrangements put in place following the cessation of tharldkhbership.

Environment

Climate change modelling anticipates that by 2050 Wales will see hotter, drier summers,
warmer, wetter winters, more extreme weather events and sea.leVabkrsmild reglt in
increased flooding risk amdpact onecosystems, soil and biodiversithis will have
damagngimplications fofood, timber, fibre, clean water, carbon storagéhermdltural
benefits from landscapdhere is likely to beegater pressure on water siggpin summer

for public consumptigragriculture, energy generatiod mdustry.There could also be a
decline in air quality leading to health problems.

Many species and habitats in Wales are in decline due to a wide range of threats and
pressures. In Monmouthshire, pressures and threats to biodiversity oclside
development, reducing theesend connectivity of habitats; thtemnsification of
agriculturginfrastructure development; invasive-native species aniseases such as
Ash Dieback.
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A wide range of issues which are difficult to manage or regalet@tibuting to reducing
the resilience of Walesd ecosystems, which
i mpacts on peopleds well bei ng, as wel |l as |

Much of the Forest of Dean is earmarkediéensing for fracking. The area to the east of

the River Wye from Tintern up to Monmouth is all part of the zone with the potential to be
licensed.While Welsh Government has put a moratorium on all fracking activity in Wales
for now, as hav®lonmouthshire County Coundhere is still uncertainty regarding the

future of fracking in Wales. Concerns include water quality issues, biodiversity impacts and
increased carbon emissions

Health and Wellbeing

Increasingife expectancwill place presure on health and social services during the

popul ationds additional years of |life, sinc
developig a chronic condition increases. One example is dementiasvnedicted to

increase by over 30% in thexh10 years

Whilst projections suggest that there will continue to be a decline in smoking and
improvements in low birth weight babies, other health issues are on the increase
Increasingly sedentary lifestyles mean that obesity has risen, ankietlisoisite, with
subsequent increases in conditions such as heart disdgpe adbetes.

Welsh Language

Despite an overall decline in Welsh speakers acrossM@alasuthshire was one of only

two local authorities in Wales to see a rifleeilVelsh language from 20012011. There

is growing demand for Welsh medium educatiath thé introduction of the Welsh

Language Standards there will be more opportunities locally for young people leaving Welsh
medium education to be able continue ®the language in their employment and retain

their language skills.
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