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Background


                                 


                �





Monmouthshire County Council welcomes the promotion of voluntary activities in its towns and in the countryside. This improves the range of activities on offer to citizens, and adds to the character of the area.





We need to balance the benefits of these events with the need for a safe, clean and welcoming place for residents and visitors.





The Council has developed a fly-posting policy to reflect this balance.  It shows how we manage the use of the public highway for the display of temporary promotional posters.





This leaflet outlines the main parts of the policy and the limitations which apply to the erection of posters advertising such events in Monmouthshire.





Generally, we prefer organisations not to advertise using signs on or near our roads.  Such signs tend to generate a cluttered street scene and detract from highway safety, giving the impression of a neglected environment.





However, community groups, registered charities and not-for-profit organisations may be allowed to advertise on the public highway, subject to certain terms which are summarised in this leaflet.
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The Environment





We all want a better environment.  We want it to be safe, clean, neat and well organised.  That means a level of “good housekeeping” in our streets and verges.  Strictly controlling the display of advertising material in public places helps to create areas we can be proud of, in which people can travel, shop and relax with comfort.  


                         �


 Fly-posting





“Fly-posting” is the unauthorised display of advertising signs, posters and stickers in public places.  It can make our streets look uninviting to visitors and shoppers.  Old and damaged signs can cause a hazard to road users and make our environment unsightly.





Fly-posting gives an unfair advantage to those who trade from it. Clearing up after illegal fly-posting also costs money.  This money is better spent on other functions.  





We do not want unauthorised fly-posting on our roads, signs and structures.  But we will permit a limited number of signs for a short while to help promote community events.





Action 





The Council will act in the interest of its citizens.   Our highway staff will act on any complaints about fly-posting.  We will remove any unauthorised signs from our roads.  Records are kept of these actions.  Persistent offenders will be prosecuted.
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The Advertisers 





So, who can advertise on Monmouthshire’s roads?  Applications from the following types of organisation, who are adequately insured, will be considered:





Registered charities


Non-commercial organisations


Public bodies





Advertisers such as developers, traders and party-political groups are generally not allowed to post notices on the highway.





The Conditions





Posters on our roads must be:





licensed by our  Head of Highways


of presentable quality


erected for no longer than 15 days


less than 3 miles from the event


generally fewer than 20 posters per event


removed within 24 hours of the event ending





Posters must not:





Cause offence


Cause a hazard to traffic or pedestrians


Cause damage to street furniture





Recurring events may only advertise on the event day. Those not meeting our terms risk losing the future right to advertise, or in extreme cases, may be prosecuted.





Who to contact





Call in at your local Community Hub for an application form, or phone the Contact Centre on 01291 635700, or email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:highways@monmouthshire.gov.uk" ��highways@monmouthshire.gov.uk� to apply.
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A guide to using posters 


in public places





Canllawiau ar gyfer defnyddio 


posteri mewn mannau cyhoeddus
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Monmouthshire Highway Operations


“Serving Citizens Safely”�









How you can help





We want to know about illegal fly-posting.  Our Community Hubs located in, Abergavenny, Caldicot, Chepstow, Monmouth & Usk will be pleased to hear from you.  You can call in or phone these numbers:





Abergavenny:     01873 - 735800


(One Stop Shop - Cross Street)





Caldicot:             01291 - 426400


(Library - Woodstock Way)





Chepstow:           01291 - 635700 


(Library - Manor Way)





Monmouth:         01600 - 775200


(Library - Whitecross Street)





USK:                    01291 - 635700


(Maryport Street)





Or you can email us at:     





highways@monmouthshire.gov.uk





Tell us exactly when and where you saw the problem and the name of the organisation or the event advertised, and we will do the rest.  





We will treat your approach confidentially, and will aim to remove unauthorised signs quickly and safely.





If you think a sign does not meet our strict guidelines, it is probably illegal.  Help us to make Monmouthshire a better place for our citizens and visitors.





Report that Fly-poster!





                               �


                                                                         December 2007








The Law –  (the small print)





It is illegal to display any advertisement without first getting the permission of the site owner, or a person who has legal powers to grant that permission.  The Council has powers to grant permission.





The Highways Act 1980





Under section 132 of the Highway Act 1980 it is an offence for any person to paint, inscribe or affix any picture, letter, or sign on the surface of a Highway, any tree, or structure without the consent of the Highway Authority.  If guilty of an offence the person can be liable to a fine of up to £1000, or in the case of a second offence up to £2500. 





Town and Country Planning Act 1990





Under section 224 of the Town and Country Planning act 1990 it is an offence for any person to display an advertisement in contravention of the regulations.  The relevant legislation is contained in the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1992.  Any person contravening the legislation is liable on summary conviction to a fine, currently not exceeding £2500, recently increased under the provision of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003.  In the case of a continuing offence, there is £250 added for each day on which the offence continues after conviction.





Anti-social behaviour act 2003





Sections 48 – 52 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003, as amended by the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, enable the Authority to serve a ‘defacement removal notice’ on the owners, occupiers, operators (such as telecommunication companies) of ‘relevant surfaces’ whose property is defaced with graffiti and/or any fly posters.











