Invite for Submission of Expression of Interest (EOI) for Community Asset Transfer of Melville Theatre also known as Melville Centre, Pen-y-Pound, Abergavenny.

The council is interested in transferring Melville Centre to a community sector organisation or several organisations working in partnership, we will consider the whole or part of the site. We would expect this partnership or organisation to take on all responsibilities and management of the building. The future use and operation of the building will secure the continued use of the property for the benefit of the local community. 
Melville Centre has been the home of Gwent Young People’s Theatre, Gwent Theatre and Dance Blast coming together to form Abergavenny’s community arts centre in the heart of Abergavenny. The Centre also hosts Gwent Careers and Green Fingers, a My Day My Life group of gardeners. The red outline plan shows the extent of land to be included in the CAT.  
The community arts aspect to this centre is pivotal in providing a creative space for Abergavenny and beyond.  It is unique in its remit to offer all people a space to take part in productions, workshops, teaching and have access to creative spaces.
To carry on this work and help steer it towards greater successes, a group of likeminded people have shown an interest in adopting the centre through the Community Asset Transfer process. If you are interested in creating something similar or perhaps you would like to join with them as partners, contact us on 01633 64 4417 to discuss your ideas and any questions. 
The following gives you an idea of how Community Asset Transfers work and what we require from an EOI.    
For ease the EOI should be no more than 2,000 words and must qualify the following:- 
· Background of the organisation including legal status.
· The community benefits brought about by the organisation
· Details of the proposed project
· How the project will benefit the community both socially, economically and environmentally.
· The financial viability of the project.
· Details of any third party capital and revenue funding that will be necessary for the project and the status of any bids for such funding.
The following conditions must be met for any proposal to be considered:
· There will be no ongoing financial commitment from Monmouthshire County Council.
· Any organisation proposing to take over the building must have transparent community or public control and robust governance arrangements.
· Any lease will be on a full repair and maintenance basis for a minimum of ten years
· Adequate public liability and any other relevant insurances will need to be put in place by the organisation.
· National standards for Health and Safety will have to be fully met.
· A sound business plan showing the viability and sustainability for using the facility in the public interest must be submitted.
· Evidence of sufficient funding in place to avoid the need to request any capital, revenue or emergency funding from Monmouthshire County Council.
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