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A newsletter for Volunteers and Friends of Monmouthshire Countryside Service 
 

Issue 28                              July 2016 
 
If you would like to receive this newsletter in Welsh please contact Morag Sinton. 
 

Welcome 

In this issue of the newsletter you’ll find updates on Pathcare, bridge surveying and other rights of 
way projects, a newcomer’s guide to countryside sites in southern Monmouthshire, and the guided 
walks programme till September. There is much to enjoy in Monmouthshire’s countryside over the 
summer, so I hope you’ll take the chance to get out there and let us know what you find. 
 
If you have comments or questions or would like to contribute to future newsletters please 
contact Morag Sinton, Countryside Volunteer Coordinator on 01633 644663 or 
moragsinton@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 
 

Countryside Sites in South East Monmouthshire 
From January to June I worked an extra four hours per week, checking five sites in the south east 
of Monmouthshire. It has been a pleasure getting to know them and watching as we have moved 
from the bare depths of winter to the leafy abundance of early 
summer. Here is a whirlwind tour, with some of the highlights 
of what I have seen. I hope you’ll be inspired to visit too. 
 
Abbey Tintern Furnace and Lower Wireworks car park are 
in the Angidy Valley above Tintern. They are on the route of 
the long distance Tewdrig Trail from Tintern to Mathern, as 

well as the Angidy Trail 
which links all the 
industrial archaeological 
sites in the valley. In 
early May the banks at Abbey Tintern Furnace were awash 
with cowslips, more than I have ever seen together before. 
 
Warren Slade and Park Redding form a lovely woodland 
corridor in Chepstow, through which the Wales Coast Path 
runs. It is a challenge to spot all twelve of the metal wildlife 
sculptures nestled in the trees, and I enjoyed watching the 
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spring progress from celandines to cow parsley, via wood 
anemones, violets and bluebells. I also saw earth stars there 
in February. 

 
Black Rock Picnic Area 
is also on the Wales 
Coast Path. From the old 
ferry jetty there are 
panoramic views over the 
Severn and the nearby 
bridge, ever changing with the tides and weather.  
 
Rogiet Countryside Park covers a long linear site, formerly 
marshalling yards for the railway. As nature has recolonised 

the area, there is abundant wildlife and some unusual plants. I spotted a fox trotting across open 
ground, and in June there were carpets of bird’s-foot trefoil and wild strawberries.  
 
 
 

Pathcare 
Summer Pathcare Check 
During June and July volunteers are doing the summer checks of their Pathcare routes. With 
vegetation growth at its most vigorous, much of the work is in keeping brambles and nettles from 
overwhelming signs and path furniture, so don’t forget your secateurs and gloves whenever you 
are out walking. Every snip helps! 
 
Pathcare Vacancies 
Jill Taylor would appreciate someone to help her look after paths in the Llanarth area. If you could 
help please let me know and I’ll put you in touch. 
 
Volunteers are needed for the following Pathcare routes: 

 Wye Valley Walk, Chepstow to Brockweir 
 Wentwood and Gray Hill 

If you would like further details please let me know. 
 
Spring Pathcare Check 
This spring Pathcare checks were completed on 45 out of 62 routes. Volunteers spent 214 hours 
on Pathcare, equivalent to 29 days of staff time. This is a fantastic effort which all helps keep the 
paths open and in good condition. Thank you all. 
 
Pathcare Groups 
Chepstow Walkers are Welcome had an evening training session in April for members of the 
group interested in Pathcare. The session comprised an initial talk in Itton Village Hall and a walk 
from the church on local rights of way. It was a lovely spring evening and a good opportunity to 
discuss the practicalities of pathcare and some of the issues we came across. 
 
Members of the paths group in The Narth have been surveying paths in their area and drawing up 
a programme of work needed. Many of their paths are in NRW woodlands, so they have been 
liaising with the NRW team to get fallen trees removed and discuss options for dealing with a 
failing footbridge on a non-definitive path. Many of the issues they have found should be resolved 
by improving the waymarking as part of a practical work day with Field Officer Mike Noakes over 
the summer. 
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Bridge Surveys 
A big thank you to the volunteers who have helped with the bridge surveying projects over recent 
months. So far most of the smaller bridges on paths in the south of the county have been 
surveyed and the details entered into the rights of way database. We will be focusing on the 
bridges in the north of the county next. If you are interested in helping with this project (and 
perhaps discovering some less familiar parts of Monmouthshire) please contact Morag Sinton. 
 
 

Public Rights of Way Updates 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 
£12,700 is to be spent on Monmouthshire’s stretch of the Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail this year, 
thanks to a National Trail grant from Natural Resources Wales.  This will pay for the cutting of the 
path in June and September.  It will also pay for general maintenance, surfacing at Kings Wood, 
improvements at Llanvihangel ystern Llwern and an engineer’s report to confirm the metal bridge 
at Caggle Street is still safe.  There have been several compliments about the condition of the 
route, in particular that the signage has been good, and volunteers have to be thanked for their 
continued efforts in checking the route and carrying out pathcare.   
 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) 
The Rights of Way Improvement Plan is to be revised.  Guidance from Welsh Government has 
been produced and can be found here 
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2014/accessoutdoorrecreation/?lang=en . The 
process importantly contains opportunities for as many people as possible to be involved.  Your 
views are important and we would particularly like to record stories of how countryside access has 
benefited you.  This will strengthen our position and provide essential evidence for obtaining 
grants and funding from partners in the future. 
 
The RoWIP grant administered by NRW has now formally been confirmed.  £41,304 will be spent 
primarily on maintenance projects.  The projects will be promoted individually as they are 
developed and more details will be provided in the next newsletter.     
 
Enforcement 
Cropping of paths is always an issue at this time of 
year.  Please report any you come across to our email 
address at the bottom of the newsletter.  Thanks are 
given to those landowners who reinstate their paths after 
ploughing and cropping.  However there are a number of 
paths that have been obstructed and this has led to a 
number of enforcement letters being issued and direct 
action being taken on the Offa’s Dyke Path.   
 
Ruth Rourke 
Principal Countryside Access Officer  
 
 

Illegal Off-Roading 
 
Pathcare volunteers sometimes come across motorbikes or other vehicles in places they shouldn’t 
be, including woodlands owned or managed by NRW (Natural Resources Wales, formerly Forestry 
Commission Wales). 
 
NRW takes its role in trying to deter unauthorised off-road vehicular access seriously, and it is an 
integral part of their estate management work programme. To enable this, they support the Police 

http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2014/accessoutdoorrecreation/?lang=en
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to help them to address antisocial behaviour like illegal off-road motorcycling, and work in 
partnership with Gwent Police by sponsoring a PCSO Agreement. 
 
Unfortunately this type of anti-social activity is an ongoing problem. Whilst they can deter users by 
installing physical barriers such as block stone and fences in forested areas, it is only the Police 
who have the power and authority to stop this type of activity under section 59 of the Police 
Reform Act and section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.  
 
NRW urge you to report incidents to the police directly by telephoning 101, preferably while such 
incidents are occurring. (If criminal damage is being caused or if you feel threatened you should 
phone and report it immediately on 999.) In each instance, an incident or crime reference should 
be obtained. Jo-Anne Anstey of NRW would appreciate it if you could let her have full details 
including the reference number so that NRW’s internal intelligence team can be informed.  By 
gathering this information it enables NRW to support the Police to help address such antisocial 
behaviour.   
 
There are better results if the police are called at the time of any such incidents. Calls should 
include as much information as possible i.e. number of bikes / descriptions / any other vehicles 
(and registration plates) that may be seen dropping the bikes off at the location etc. Please do not 
put yourself in danger to report or record an incident. 
 
Jo-anne Anstey, Local Area Manager East, Natural Resources Wales. 
Tel: 0300 065 5088 or E-mail: Jo-Anne.Anstey@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
 
 

Incredible Edible  
Volunteers have been busy in the new Community 
Garden at County Hall near Usk.  
The garden provides a pollinator area to encourage 
insects, a home for nine beehives and a communal 
area for growing fruit and vegetables. It was funded 
through the Welsh Government Nature Fund, 
Pollinators for Life project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For World Environment Day twenty volunteers from 
ABinBev’s Magor Brewery spent a day weeding, putting in 
plants attractive to pollinators and constructing a ‘bug hotel’. 
 
GOAL volunteers who regularly work with warden Mark 
Langley have also been busy in the garden, with tasks 
including installing rabbit fencing. They were joined recently 
by rights of way maintenance volunteers, putting skills 
generally used for installing bridges or repairing stiles to good 
use making containers for climbing plants. 
 
If you are at County Hall you are most welcome to visit the 
garden and enjoy the peaceful surroundings. 
 

 
 

mailto:firstname.lastname@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk


Monmouthshire Countryside                                 5  July 2016 

National Eisteddfod 
29 July to 6 August 2016 
This year’s National Eisteddfod will be held on Castle Meadows in Abergavenny. It is a fantastic 
setting on the banks of the River Usk with views to the surrounding hills - a great advertisement for 
Monmouthshire’s countryside. Works have already started to prepare the site, including fencing off 
the main area and closing one public footpath. The path and land beside the river is still available 
for walkers and cyclists. The site will be fully reinstated after the event. 
 
The last time the National Eisteddfod was in Monmouthshire was in 1913, so it is worth making the 
most of this opportunity to have a huge cultural event on our doorstep. I look forward to seeing 
some of you there. 
 
 

Guided Walks 
The Countryside Service organises a programme of walks which usually take place on the first 
Saturday and third Sunday of each month. The walk leaders are countryside volunteers, bringing 
their own expertise and local knowledge to the walks. For further information please contact Mark 
Langley, Head Countryside Warden, 01291 691237. 
 

Sunday 17th July 2016 

Woods, fields and wonderful views – Fedw Wood and Devauden 
10.30am (Approx. 2.5 hours) 4.5 miles (7.5 km) 
A walk through farm and woodland. 7 stiles and 2 steep slopes. 
Meet at Fedw Wood beside the B4293 between St. Arvans and Devauden.  (ST 505 984). 
Postcode NP16 6HJ. 
 
Saturday 6th August 2016 

Over the hill to Cwmcarvan 
10.30am (Approx. 4 hours) 5 miles (8 km) 
A walk from Mitchel Troy village to Cwmcarvan church via Craig y Dorth Hill. Magnificent views 
over the Black Mountains and north Monmouthshire.  
Lots of stiles and 3 steep slopes. Bring your own packed lunch and a drink.  
Meet at the car park by the church in Mitchel Troy village (SO 492 104). Postcode NP25 4HT. 
Mitchel Troy can be reached by bus. Contact www.traveline.org.uk  for more information. Tel 
08712 002 233 daily between 7.00am and 9.00pm. Text 84268. 
 
Sunday 21st August 2016 

Ancient houses, hidden reservoirs and lovely views 
9.30am (Approx. 3 hours) 6 miles (10km) 
A rural ramble in part of Monmouthshire that is normally overlooked. Llanhennock to Llandegfedd. 
Rural views, ancient houses and hidden reservoirs. Lots of stiles and some moderately steep 
slopes. Bring something to drink and a snack.  
Meet in the car park of the Wheatsheaf Inn at Llanhennock  (ST 353 928). Postcode NP18 1LT. 
 
Saturday 3rd September 

Clytha Estate 
10.00am (Approx. 2 hours) 3 miles (5km) 
A walk on good paths through farmland and woodland, following the National Trust circular route 
round Clytha Park Estate. One gentle ascent to Clytha Castle, 7 stiles.  
Meet in the National Trust Clytha car park. (SO 361 085). Postcode NP7 9BW. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=350584&y=198418&z=120&sv=350584,198418&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=604&ax=350584&ay=198418&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=349290&y=210410&z=120&sv=349290,210410&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=809&ax=349290&ay=210410&lm=0
http://www.traveline.org.uk/
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=335350&y=192880&z=120&sv=335350,192880&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=559&ax=335350&ay=192880&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=336107&y=208540&z=120&sv=336107,208540&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=564&ax=336107&ay=208540&lm=0
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Sunday 18th September 2016    

A different view of the Skirrid 
9.30am (Approx. 4.5 hours) 6 miles (9.5km) 
This walk follows the Beacons Way to the top of the Skirrid Fawr then back on a low level route. 
Beautiful views of Abergavenny and the surrounding countryside. Bring a packed lunch and a 
drink. Steep slopes up and down the Skirrid, undulating lanes, some stiles.  
Meet at the National Trust Skirrid Fawr car park (£3 parking charge) on the B4521 from 
Abergavenny to Skenfrith (SO 328 164). Postcode NP7 8AP. 
 

Monmouth Walkers are Welcome 
Saturday 9th July 2016 - 8 mile Kymin and the Suckstone walk 
Monday 29th August 2016 - 4 mile pub walk and barbeque 
Contact Tristan Blanchard on blanchard82@hotmail.co.uk for more details. 
 
 

Websites and the Internet 
Some forms for volunteers (expenses claim, timesheet, pathcare survey form) are now available to 
download directly from the MCC website here.  
 
You can also view a working copy of our definitive map of public rights of way 
at http://access.monmouthshire.gov.uk, download pages to print off and report problems you come 
across.  
 
You can still download information and documents from the Monmouthshire Countryside website 
- http://www.monmouthshirecountryside.wordpress.com. Much of the content of this site will be 
moving to the VisitMonmouthshire website at www.visitmonmouthshire.com soon. 
 
 
 

Contact Details 
Monmouthshire County Council Countryside Service 
PO Box 106 
Caldicot 
Monmouthshire 
NP26 9AN 
 
01633 644850 
countryside@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 
Morag Sinton 
Countryside Volunteer Coordinator 
01633 644663 
moragsinton@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
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