
Welsh Government Military Healthcare – Briefing. 
 
The Military Healthcare Team forms part of the wider Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS), Military Healthcare and Mental Health Legislation Branch.  
It sits within the Mental Health and Vulnerable Groups Division, part of the Corporate 
Services and Partnerships Directorate of the Welsh Government’s Department of 
Health and Social Services.  The team reports to the Minister for Health and Social 
Services and also the Deputy Minister for Health who has taken responsibility for 
armed forces healthcare issues. 

 
The Branch is a small team of five, which in addition to having responsibility for 
CAMHS, military healthcare and mental health legislation also has responsibility for 
sexual assault services. 
 
The role of the team is to work with colleagues across UK and in Wales to ensure 
the needs of the Armed Forces community are represented and met in relation to 
Welsh Government commitments under the Armed Forces Covenant and the Welsh 
Government’s own Package of Support for the Armed Forces Community in Wales. 

 
At UK level the team supports Welsh Government representation on the 
MoD/Departments of Health Partnership Board, which includes representatives from 
the MoD, and UK Departments of Health.  Issues considered/taken forward by the 
Board include: 
 

 Showcasing learning between Defence Medical Services and the NHS and 
placements of military medical staff within the NHS.   
 

 Hearing loss – The Chancellor’s Budget Statement announced that the 
Royal British Legion would receive funding to meet the needs of veterans 
with hearing loss.  
 

 Prosthetics and wheelchairs, ensuring enhanced levels of equipment similar to those 
provided prior to discharge are available to veterans by the NHS.  As a result Welsh 
Government developed the All Wales Military Prosthetics Working Group’s Report – 
Improved Prosthetic Services for Military Veterans.  

 

 Taking forward the Chavasse report, published by the British Orthopedic Association 
which highlights the need for high quality orthopedic trauma service for armed forces 
personnel and veterans through an enhanced partnership between the Armed Forces 
and the NHS. 
 

 Sponsoring the Military Civilian Health Partnership Awards, occurring 
every 18 months, the awards recognise the good work between NHS, 
Military Community and Third Sector in providing healthcare to the serving 
and veteran military community.  The Welsh Government hosted the 
Awards in 2013. 
 

 Working with the MoD in 2014 to develop a care pathway for serving 
personnel requiring secondary care within Wales and with the ability to 
fast-track treatment when personnel are required for operational duties.  
Wales being the only part of the UK with such a fast track policy in place. 

 



In addition, the team also works with a range of fora within Wales to disseminate 
information and activity occurring across the UK and promote consistency within 
Wales.  As such the team maintains a close working relationship with colleagues 
within the Welsh Government Public Services Department which has overall 
responsibility for coordinating armed forces matters across Welsh Government under 
the Public Services Minister.  The team represents health policy on the Public 
Services Minister’s Expert Group on the Armed Forces, which includes 
representatives of the serving military community in Wales, family associations and 
Third Sector.   
 
The Team also meets twice yearly with Health Board Armed Forces Champions and 
Executive Lead Officers to discuss national developments and local issues. 
 
The team acts as the conduit across the Health Department drawing in other policy 
areas where they would lead to ensure armed forces and veteran needs are fully 
considered, for instance in relation to prosthetics.  The team also leads policy in 
other areas, such as the development of the care pathway for serving personnel and 
also mental health. 
 
Veteran’s mental health is a high profile issue regularly featuring in the press and in 
questions to the Minister for Health and Social Services and First Minister.  The team 
supports the Veterans NHS Wales Service, and whilst funding for the service has 
been subsumed within health board general allocations, this forms part of the overall 
mental health ringfence funding.  Earlier in the year the Welsh Government also 
announced an increase in the funding for the Service of £100,000, taking annual 
funding to £585,000.  The team is also working with Health Board Champions and 
Executive leads for the Armed Forces to take forward implementation of a review of 
the Service commissioned from Public Health Wales in 2014, which seeks to make 
the service more flexible and adaptable to local demand and pressures. 


