
Friends of Caldicot Library 

Saturday 18th April 2015 

 

Present: Yvette Edwards, Nicola Giles, Jacqueline Ellis, Pete Strong, Marie 
Crowley, Gill Parsons, Angela King, Jan Morgan, Bernard John, Fiona Ashley 

1. Welcome and apologies:  
 
Welcome to new members Nicola Giles and Gill Parsons 
Apologies from Paula Taylor, Jackie Strong, Nuala Butler and Jenny Vickery 
 

2. Minutes and matters arising from 28th February 2015 
 
Minutes agreed, all matters arising on the agenda 
 

3. Events and publicity 
 
World Book Night is on 23rd April.  The Friends volunteered to have a “stall” 
outside the library to give out World Book Night titles and leaflets about the 
library and to encourage customers to pop into the library for a free cup of 
coffee/tea.  The stall will be manned from 11am until 12 noon. 

The Caldicot Community Café is holding an evening event for World Book 
Night (6.30pm – 8.30pm).  The event will include a light supper for £2.50, 
there will be a book quiz and a “swap a book” table.  Fiona will take a 
display and some of the World Book Night titles to promote the library. 

The national Eisteddfod is being held in Abergavenny in 2016, with the 
Proclamation Ceremony being held in Caldicot on Saturday 27th June this 
year.  There will be activities in Caldicot town centre between 10am and 
2pm with a procession to the castle at 2.30pm.  

Area committees have been set up to raise funds for the Eisteddfod.  At the 
meeting in Caldicot it became clear that there were few volunteers to take 
up committee roles and it was therefore decided to combine the efforts of 
the Chepstow and Caldicot areas. 

Fiona attended one of the committee meetings in Chepstow and reported 
back that the combined Chepstow and Caldicot group has been set the 



target of raising £100,000 towards the cost of the Eisteddfod.  If this money 
is not raised, Monmouthshire County Council will need to find the money 
elsewhere. 

We discussed what the library could do to help celebrate the Proclamation 
Ceremony.  Yvette’s daughter has volunteered to do a Welsh story time for 
us and her son will also give a talk on Welsh myths and legends. 

It was suggested that Fiona contact Caldicot School (including the music 
teacher) and Ysgol Y Ffin to ask if they would be interested in doing 
anything in the library on that morning. 

This year Adult Learners’ Week is Saturday 13th June to Saturday 20th June. 
Last year Peter gave a fascinating talk on The Murder of Kymin Bet, 
although poorly attended all those present gave very positive feedback.  
Peter agreed to give a talk on Musings on Monmouthshire on Thursday 18th 
June at 7pm.  We will also hold a drop-in session for people to learn more 
about our free downloadable services (eBooks, audio books and e-zines) on 
Tuesday 16th June between 10am and 12 noon. 

May is National Share a Story Month and the theme this year is “dragons” 
and the library will hold story/craft sessions to celebrate. 

4. Feedback from Caldicot Town Meeting 15th April 

This was cancelled and we haven’t been informed of the new date. 

5. Any other business? 

Peter asked if there was a date for the library/One Stop Shop merger.  We 
are working towards 1st September. 

Garden update: Fiona has made the decision to ask MCC to prepare and 
plant the garden beds this year due to health and safety concerns.  The 
Friends were keen to do the work themselves and suggested getting in 
touch with Keep Wales Tidy for advice.   

The Caldicot Fete will be on Sunday 28th June in the Castle Grounds and it 
was suggested that the Friends could sell some of their pre-loved books to 
raise money for the library. 

6. Date for next meeting 
 
Saturday 16th May at 11am in Caldicot Library 


